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Reception  
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic All about me Light and dark Journeys Jungle Healthy me Growth 

Text Little Red Hen Owl babies The Gingerbread man Monkey puzzle The very hungry 
caterpillar 

Jack and the beanstalk 

Lead on text  Harry and his bucketful 
of dinosaurs start 
school  
So much  
10 little fingers  

Can’t you sleep little 
bear 
Fox in the dark 
Whatever next 

Mrs Armitage on 
wheels 
Journey 
Mr Gumpy’s motor car 
Duck in a truck 

The Gruffalo 
Rumble in the jungle 

Information books 
about minibeasts 
Caterpillar's shoes 

Jaspers beanstalk 
Oliver’s vegetables 
The tiny seed 
Grandads garden 
 

Context We will be settling 
children in the school 
environment. 
Modelling good 
friendships, what 
makes a good friend? 
Play expectations, 
routines, introducing 
interactive visual 
timetable.  
Class charter and rules. 
Fire drill and lockdown 
procedure.   

We will be making a 
dark tent for the 
children to experience 
real darkness. 
We will provide 
opportunities for 
children to use torches 
and other light giving 
sources. 
We will explore night 
and day animals. 

We will share ideas of 
different ways of 
travelling. We will 
discuss modes of 
transport- both real 
and imaginary, making 
links to fictional 
characters and how 
they travel. 

 

We will be looking out 
for signs of spring and 
spending lots of time 
exploring our garden. We 
will discuss places such 
as forests and jungles 
and why they could be 
dangerous.  

We will be planting 
seeds, growing 
caterpillars and 
watching them hatch 
into butterflies. We will 
explore the work of Eric 
Carle and discuss 
illustration and its 
important role within 
books as a tool to 
support telling a story. 
 

We will be planting 
seeds, growing 
vegetables, looking 
after caterpillars and 
watching them hatch 
into butterflies, to 
allow chn the 
opportunity to explore 
a range of different 
changes over time. 

Visits and 
visitors 

People who help us Owl visit 
Santa 
Tree man- John Atkins- 
one tree per child 

 Jonathans Jungle 
Roadshow 

Farm link Reception Fun Day 



Special 
celebrations  

Diwali 
Halloween 

Christmas  
Hanukah 

Chinese new year Easter 
St David’s day 
Mother’s day 
St Patrick’s day 

Ramadan Father’s day 

Experiences Make bread 
Afternoon tea with 
parents 
Right dance  

Post a letter to Father 
Christmas  

Visit to the shops 
Journey on a train 

World book day  Caterpillars 
Teddy bears picnic 
with parents 

Planting and growing 
veg 

Passport 
 

Hand out passport  
Go on a listening trail 

Complete 3 
mathematical 
challenges 
Show and tell with a 
partner 

Walk perimeter of the 
school Read and 
discuss 10 books 
 

Play 3 percussion 
instruments 
Deliver whole school 
assembly 

Write a list 
Take part in a teddy 
bears’ picnic 

Touch type 10 words 
accurately 
Write a description  
Grow plants and chart 
growth 

Jigsaw 
PSED 

Being me in my world 
 

Celebrating difference 
 

Dreams and Goals Healthy me Relationships  Changing me (which 
includes SRE) 

CL Encourage children ot 
talk about their families, 
family tree. Jobs in their 
families. 
Appropriate words to use 
at school. 
Modelling of full 
sentences and  
introduction of sentence 
action being polite. 
(Snack time) 
Conflict resolution. 

We will explore what 
makes the different 
animals interesting and 
why the children are all 
special in their own way.  

Children will be given 
opportunities to express 
themselves effectively 
and show awareness of 
listeners needs. We will 
learn to use past, present 
and future tense 
accurately. 

Children will develop their 
ability to listen to ideas 
expressed by others and 
respond appropriately. We 
will be asking and 
answering a range of 
questions and using our 
langue to explain and share 
our knowledge.  

We will think about how 
to look after minibeasts 
and make a bug hotel. 
The children will share 
their ideas about how to 
stay healthy. 

We will be asking and 
answering a range of 
questions as well as 
expressing our selves 
effectively when retelling 
and sharing ideas and 
knowledge.  

PD We will have a health 
and self-care focus 
including handwashing, 
toileting, getting dressed, 
putting their coats on, 
lining up.  
 

We will introduce a special 
box for children to take it 
in turns to fill with things 
from their home and bring 
into school to talk about 
with their friends and 

We will develop our skills 
in large and small 
movements and continue 
to develop out fine motor 
skills.  

Children will develop their 
confidence in moving in a 
range of ways and learn to 
safely negotiate space.  

We will develop our fine 
motor skills by digging in 
the garden looking for 
minibeasts. We will learn 
about different ways to 
stay healthy and how to 
look after ourselves.  

We will be using tools 
with control and safety 
while gardening. We will 
be developing our 
control to form letters 
correctly.  



share what makes them 
special.  

L Begin to develop a love 
of books with the 
children.  
Begin to send books 
home in Reception.   

We will explore making 
firework pictures using 
different mediums- glitter, 
paint, foam paint, speckled 
paint, bubble painting, 
spray painting.  
We will take the children 
to the local library to find a 
selection of night time 
books. 

We will write for a range 
of purposes such as 
labelling models. Children 
will develop and apply 
their phonic knowledge 
to read and write. 

Children will apply their 
phonic knowledge to read 
and write simple labels and 
sentences. They may label 
animals, write lists, write 
recipes or stories.  

We will read a range of 
information books to 
find out about mini-
beasts. We will write 
facts about mini-beasts 
and can create lists of 
healthy foods and write 
healthy recipes.  

We will be reading 
information books and 
sharing what we have 
learnt. We will be writing 
sentences and stories 
spelling words 
phonetically correct and 
spelling tricky words.  

M We will being to 
recognise numbers, 
counting our fingers and 
toes, my personal 
number.  

We will be exploring size of 
different objects linked to 
the text. 9 lanterns, bears, 
distance)  

We will explore size, 
weight, position and 
capacity and develop our 
language to talk about 
these. 

Children will continue to 
develop their number skills 
and use these add and take 
away as well as solve 
problems. 

We will look for patterns 
in the environment and 
use a range of items to 
create pattern.  

We will be solving 
problems involving 
doubling and halving.  

UtW Will be getting the 
children familiar with the 
school environment.  
We will ask if anyone has 
any family to come in a 
visit- new born baby? 

We will be exploring the 
solar system and making 
papier mache planets as a 
team to find out the 
differences between the 
planets.  
 

We will use a range of 
technology for different 
purposes.  

We will learn about 
different places, animals 
and habitats and explore 
similarities and differences 

We will read lots of info 
books about min-ibeasts 
and find out how and 
why things happen 
We will explore our 
outdoor area and notice 
new life: go on bug hunts 
and make bug homes 

We will explore how 
plants and animals 
change over time and 
what they need to help 
them grow.  

EAD We will be encouraging 
the children to have a go 
at a self portrait.  

We will explore musical 
instruments and produce a 
piece of firework music. 
We will move our bodies 
to the music. 

Through exploring a 
range of materials and 
media chn will 
experiment with form, 
function and colour.  

Children will be exploring 
different sounds from 
instruments and how they 
can be changed. They may 
choose to create music and 
dances. 

We will look at the 
artwork of Eric Carle and 
create images in the 
style of. 

Children will have 
opportunities to use 
what they have learnt to 
express themselves 
through a range of 
media and materials.  
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Nursery 
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic All about me Light and dark Journeys Ocean  Healthy me Growth 

Text 
 

Nursery rhyme 
focus  

Whatever next? Where the wild 
things are 

The snail and the 
whale  

We’re going on a 
bear hunt 

You will soon 
grow into them 
Titch 

Lead on text  Little Rabbit Foo 
Foo  

Lets go home 
little bear  

Dragon loves 
penguin 

Tiddler  Brown bear, 
brown bear 

Non-fiction texts 
‘A baby for Grace’ 

Context  We will be 
settling the 
children into the 
nursery class and 
establishing 
routines.  

We will be 
preparing for our 
Christmas show 
and finding ways 
to mark make in 
different 
mediums. We will 
be thinking about 
space.  

We will be 
thinking about 
different ways of 
recording the 
number of objects 
and different 
habitats.  

We will be 
working in teams 
to produce 
artwork on large 
scales.  

We will be 
exploring our 
natural 
environment.  

We will be sharing 
risk assessment 
for our end of 
year trip and 
talking about 
moving up to the 
next year group. 

Visits and Visitors  Police officer to 
come and read a 
story  

Santa 
Tree man- John 
Atkins- one tree 
per child  

Police officer to 
come and read a 
story 

Police officer to 
come and read a 
story 

Police officer to 
come and read a 
story 

End of year trip 
TBC 

Special 
celebrations  

Diwali 
Halloween 
Harvest festival  

Christmas  
Hanukah 
St Nicholas  
St Andrews day  

Chinese new year Easter 
St David’s day 
Mother’s day 
St Patrick’s day 
St George’s day 

Ramadan Father’s day 



Experiences Cooking- balance 
cake  
Right dance  

Post a letter 
(Father 
Christmas) 
Walk in the 
woods- fire  

Forest walk and 
making a fire  

Making bread 
rolls  
World Book day  

Making balance 
cake  

Ride on a bus 

Passports  Play percussion 
instrument 
Think about how 
words affect 
others 
Share feelings 
with a group  
Try relaxation 
breathing  

Show and tell  
Deliver EYFS 
assembly  
Visit to the library 
and share 10 
books 

Write names and 
signs 
 Walk the 
perimeter of the 
playground 

Complete 3 
outdoor 
challenges  

Bug hunt and mini 
beasts 
Whole school 

assembly  

  

Counting to and 
back from 10 
Type letters on  
the keyboard  

Jigsaw 
PSED 
 
 

Being me in my 
world 
 

Celebrating 
difference 
 

Dreams and Goals Healthy me Relationships  Changing me 
(which includes 
SRE) 

   


