
Year 2 Geography – Water 
 

Year group: 2 
 
T1/2 

Topic Title:  

Do all the human and physical 
features of Bristol rely on 
water?   

Cohesion- Text links 
The Big Book of the UK : Facts, folklore and fascinations from around the United Kingdom by Imogen 

Russell Williams 
Goram and Ghyston The Bristol Giants - Children's Book by Oliver Rigby & Tom Bonson 

 
 

National Curriculum 
links 

NC – name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries, capital cities of the UK and the surrounding seas (covered in Y1 so brief recap??) 

Use simple compass directions, locational and directional language.  

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features. 

Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment (Y1 focus on school grounds; Y2 

focus on area of Bristol) 

 Geography vocab 

Beach · Bridge  Capital city · City · Cliff · Coast · 
Compass · Compass points · Digital Direction · 
Country · Differences · Docks · Estuary Factory · 
Farm · Forest · Harbour · Hill · House · 
Mountain · Ocean · Office · Orienteering  Port · 
River · Sea · Season · Settlement Shop · 
Similarities · Soil · Suburb Town · Trade Valley · 
Village · Weather 
 

Computing 
Vocab 

Music vocab  MFL vocab Key people / places / 
policies 
 
Brunel 
 
Cabot tower 
 
Bristol cathedral  
 
Clifton Observatory 
Avon gorge 
 
River Avon 
 

Key Questions 
 

Geography Knowledge Computing 
Knowledge  

Music 
Knowledge 

 MFL 

Commented [JA1]: you may need to shrink down some of 
thses bullets to make the concise components parts of 
knowledge for the knowledge banks 
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Core knowledge 
Assessment  
 
 
Where are we 
the four 
countries in the 
UK? 
 
Where is Bristol 
in the UK?  
 
How close is 
Bristol to the 
coast? 
 
Why is Bristol 
next to the 
coast?  
 
What human 
and physical 
features are 
there in Bristol? 
 
How many of 
these relate to 
water? 
 
What do we use 
maps for? 
 
What is a 
compass? 
 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  
 

- Know what the four countries in the UK 
are. 

- We live in England which is within the 
UK.  

- We live in the City of Bristol. 
- In Geography there are Human and 

Physical features – be able to give an 
example of each of these within Bristol 
e.g. the suspension bridge and the river 
Avon.  

- We use directions and maps to helps us 
to locate places – give an example of 
when they have seen a map being used. 

- Maps are a presentation of a larger 
thing.  

- Maps show where countries are in 
relation to one another. 

- You can use digital and physical maps to 
find locations.  

 
Powerful substantive   

- Bristol’s proximity to the coast means it 
has been a port for trade for hundreds 
of years. 

- Bristol’s connections to London through 
GWR and road has brought wealth and a 
diverse culture to the city. 

- People originally settled near water as it 
provided them with means to drink, 
grow food and produce, fuel mills and 
transport themselves and goods. 

- Some people prefer to live in urban 
areas close to facilities, others prefer to 

     The downs 
 
Suspension bridge 
 
The docks 
 
The Mendips 
 
Severn Estuary 
 
Severn tunnel 
 
Severn bridge 

 

Commented [JA3]: This needs to be subject specific prior 
domain 

Commented [JA4]: all of the componenets need to be put 
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What are the 
four points on a 
compass? 
 
How can you 
describe where 
you are? 
 
How can you 
use a map to 
identify human 
and physical 
features? 
 
What is a key on 
a map? How is it 
used?  

live in more remote locations closer to 
natural landscape. 

- The North of Bristol is more developed 
than the south – it is where the city 
centre is and it closer to the estuary.  

- Hengrove is a suburb of Bristol meaning 
it is mainly residential – where people 
live more than work. (this point will 
differ according to your school). 

- Today we use digital maps more than 
physical maps as they are quicker to 
access and easier to use – particularly 
when driving.  

- Electronic mapping has largely replaced 
the use of compass in modern day 
orienteering, however there are times 
when a compass and physical map 
would still need to be used – in remote 
areas without internet access.  

 

Composites and components  
 
Where is Bristol within the UK? 

- Know where England is in the UK.  
- Know that Bristol is in England. 
- Know that Bristol is in close proximity to 

Wales. 
- Know that the estuary lies between 

England and Wales. 
- Know that the capital city of England is 

London. 
- Know where Bristol is in relation to 

London. 
- Know that Bristol is on the coast.  
- Know that Bristol became a city due to 

it’s proximity to the coast. 

Commented [JA5]: These should be covered in the 
composites and components below  
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- How do we use the map of a country to 
find a city. 

- Bristol’s proximity to the coast means it 
has been a port for trade for hundreds 
of years. 

- Bristol’s connections to London through 
GWR and road has brought wealth and a 
diverse culture to the city. 

 
 What are the geographical features of Bristol? 

- Identify Bristol city centre on a map. 
- Identify where the school and local area 

is on map. 
- Identify where the coast is on a map. 
- Identify areas of Bristol that are urban 

and rural. 
- Identify physical and human features of 

Bristol including; the docks, the, the 
Severn bridge, the estuary, Avon gorge, 
the river Avon, the downs, the 
suspension bridge. 

- Discuss how many of Bristol’s features 
relate to water. 

- How do you use a map to locate 
geographical features. 

- People originally settled near water as it 
provided them with means to drink, 
grow food and produce, fuel mills and 
transport themselves and goods. 

- Some people prefer to live in urban 
areas close to facilities, others prefer to 
live in more remote locations closer to 
natural landscape. 

 
What is a compass? 

Commented [JA6]: Understand  
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- Understand that we need directions to 
help us get somewhere – give an 
example of when this might happens. 

- Know the 4 points of a compass.  
- Use directional language such as; next 

to, nearby, near, far, close to, behind, in 
front, furthest, closest to describe where 
something is. 

- Say where the school is in relation to the 
river and the coast. 

- Describe a geographical feature in 
Bristol using compass points e.g. the 
suspension bridge is north of our school.  

- How do you use a compass? 
- Where are we in relation to something 

else? 
- The North of Bristol is more developed 

than the south – it is where the city 
centre is and it closer to the estuary.  

- Electronic mapping has largely replaced 
the use of compass in modern day 
orienteering, however there are times 
when a compass and physical map 
would still need to be used – in remote 
areas without internet access.  

 
What are the geographical features of our local 
area? 

- Locate features of the local area on an 
aerial photograph/map. 

- Use a key to identify features on a map. 
- Use directional language to describe 

features on a map such as; next to, 
nearby, near, far, close to, behind, in 
front, furthest, closest e.g. the nearest 
park to the school is… 



Year 2 Geography – Water 
 

- Draw a simple map which includes a key.  
- How do we draw a map? 
- How can we use a key to show features 

on a map? 
- Hengrove is a suburb of Bristol meaning 

it is mainly residential – where people 
live more than work. (this point will 
differ according to your school) 

-  



Year 2 Geography – Water 
 

Wow day 
 
Building bridges 
Look at the construction and history of Bristol Suspension bridge. Then try making 
your own bridge out of craft materials, which team is the strongest? (link to Science 
materials) Consider; why was the bridge built? Why is it so important to Bristol? 
 
Trips and Visits 
https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/community/education Wessex water educational 
centres. 
https://www.bristolferry.com/education/primary-key-stage-1-2/ Bristol Ferry Tours 
https://www.cliftonbridge.org.uk/visit/schools Clifton Suspension bridge 
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/planning-school-group-visit/ M Shed – 
character and identity of Bristol. 
 
Where can this take you 
Civil servant 
Scientist 
Historian  
Geographer  
Researcher 
Architect 
Engineer  
Town planner 
Cartographer  
 
Bristol links 
Bristol harbour festival - https://www.bristolharbourfestival.co.uk/ 
(see above planning for more Bristol links) 
 
Misconceptions 

- Maps all look like a world map 
- We don’t use physical maps at all anymore because there is digital mapping. 
- England = UK 
- A city is just lots of buildings close together (lack of understanding around 

rural and urban areas/suburbs 

Hinterland (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
https://www.toporopa.eu/en/ Great for place knowledge  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/articles/z4v3jhv Knowledge of 
the UK  
https://kids.kiddle.co/Bristol#Geography Has lots of interesting facts about 
Bristol. 
https://kids.kiddle.co/River_Avon_(Bristol) Facts specific to the River Avon. 
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/geography/directions-compasses-and-
maps/ Great website to consolidate knowledge with quizzes. 
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ Some fantastic resources for 
furthering geographical knowledge across key stages. 
 
Scaffolding 
Sentence starters 
 
Evidence 
This map shows that... 
I found out that... 
 
Explain  
This means that... 
This is true/false because... 
 
Link 
I know ____ because... 
It is clear that... 
 
 
PP   

- Ensure they have the domain knowledge by teaching a recap lesson at the 
beginning of the topic.  

- Do the children know we live in the UK – England- Bristol? Set the 
foundations first. 

- If gaps are found – find ways of incorporating these into later lessons.  
 
EAL  

https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/community/education
https://www.bristolferry.com/education/primary-key-stage-1-2/
https://www.cliftonbridge.org.uk/visit/schools
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/planning-school-group-visit/
https://www.bristolharbourfestival.co.uk/
https://www.toporopa.eu/en/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/articles/z4v3jhv
https://kids.kiddle.co/Bristol#Geography
https://kids.kiddle.co/River_Avon_(Bristol)
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/geography/directions-compasses-and-maps/
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/geography/directions-compasses-and-maps/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/
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- Compass points are the same even if you are standing in a different direction.  
- We don’t use compasses anymore. 

 

- Images of geographical language to support definitions e.g. map, bridge, 
compass. 

- Relevant links to their countries made.  
- Discuss multicultural nature of Bristol.  

 
Extension for experts  

• Research an area that has been flooded (UK or global) – what happened? 
What is being done to protect the area? 

• Top tips to save water. 
• How does Bristol harness the power of water? 
• How might the raising sea levels change Bristol’s geography? 

 
Dual coding 
More visual and listening. 

Little text on slides, mainly images. 
Component 1 
-Map of the UK with Bristol and London marks. 
Component 2. 

- Map of Bristol with school and city centre marked. 
- Images of physical/human features labelled.  

Component 3 
- Images of a compass/interactive digital compass/playground 

compass/physical compass 
- Map of Bristol with key features highlighted. 

Component 4  
- Map of local area with key features marked. 
- Images of local geographical feature e.g. hengrove park 
-  

 

 

  

Commented [JA9]: these are great  
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Year 
group: 2 
 
T3/4 

Topic Title:  

A blue planet or green globe?  
Cohesion- Text links 

Welcome to Our World: A Celebration of Children Everywhere! 
Moira Butterfield  

All the World 
by Liz Garton Scanlon 
This Is How We Do It 

Matt Lamothe 
Everything & Everywhere: A Fact-Filled Adventure for Curious Globe-Trotters 

Marc Martin 
National 
Curriculum 
links 

NC – Name and locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans. (covered in Y1 so brief recap??) 

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. (Hot and cold areas covered in Y1) 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a 

map.(covered in T1/2) 

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessmen
t  
 
What is a 
continent? 
 
What is a 
country? 
 
How many 
continents 
are there? 
 
What are 
the seven 
continents 
called? 
 

Geography vocab 

Continent, country, climate, ocean, sea, south 
and north poles, equator, temperature, map, 
weather, location, land, habitat, transport,  
 
 

Computing vocab Music vocab  MFL vocab Key people / places / 
policies 
 
Adela Breton 
 
John Cabot 
 
Equator 
 
Greenwich 
 
North and South Pole 
 
Mariana Trench 
 
Greta Thunberg 
 
Europe 
 
Asia 
 
Africa 
 
North America 
 
South America  
 
Antarctica 

Geography Knowledge Computing 
Knowledge  

Music Knowledge  MFL 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge 
 

• The Earth is made up of land and water.  

• There are large bodies of land where 
humans and animals live.  

• Know that a continent is a large area of 
land. 

• Know that an ocean is a large area of 
water. 

• Know that a map shows where countries 
are in relation to one another.  

• Know what weather is like in the UK. 

     

https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=DChcSEwjt9v77yvLpAhVMsO0KHe4UDSIYABAIGgJkZw&sig=AOD64_2uM5jieofLIjBBqhQs4eq-3IXftg&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwix3fn7yvLpAhXGasAKHZLvCxAQpysICg&adurl=
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=l&ai=DChcSEwjt9v77yvLpAhVMsO0KHe4UDSIYABAIGgJkZw&sig=AOD64_2uM5jieofLIjBBqhQs4eq-3IXftg&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwix3fn7yvLpAhXGasAKHZLvCxAQpysICg&adurl=
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwjt9v77yvLpAhVMsO0KHe4UDSIYABAFGgJkZw&sig=AOD64_1si_QtFcB-mOeaVf7xgarXf5IRuA&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwix3fn7yvLpAhXGasAKHZLvCxAQwzwILA&adurl=
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwjt9v77yvLpAhVMsO0KHe4UDSIYABAFGgJkZw&sig=AOD64_1si_QtFcB-mOeaVf7xgarXf5IRuA&ctype=5&q=&ved=0ahUKEwix3fn7yvLpAhXGasAKHZLvCxAQwzwILA&adurl=
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Can you 
locate the 
seven 
continents 
on a map? 
 
Which 
continent 
do we live 
in? 
 
Where is 
the UK on a 
world 
map? 
 
What can 
you tell me 
about each 
of the 
continent? 
 
Which is 
bigger an 
ocean or a 
sea? 
 
How many 
oceans are 
there in 
the world? 
 
What are 
the two 
largest 
oceans? 

• Know that weather can vary according to 
where you are in the world. 

• Know the four compass points.  

• Know what temperature means.   
 
 Powerful substantive 

- Britain has largest empire in history and, 
for over a century, was the 
foremost global power. By 1913 – 23% of 
the world’s population and 24% of the 
worlds land area.  

- Sometimes people emigrate to different 
continents to improve their quality of life 
– reference refugees. 

- Reducing the earth’s temperature would 
have a positive impact on sea 
temperature and therefore wildlife. 

- It would also ensure sea levels don’t rise 
and icebergs remain – ref polar bears. 

- Charities are working to clear plastic 
from the ocean. 

- The deepest part of the ocean is the 
Mariana Trench. 

- It is deeper than the height of the highest 
mountain on Earth.  

- The largest ocean is the Pacific Ocean. 
- In Bristol and all over there have been 

protests to fight climate change and 
protect the planet – ref Greta Thunburg 

-  
 
Composites and components 
 
What do you know about the world’s 
continents? 

 
Australasia 
 
Atlantic ocean 
 
Pacific Ocean 
 
Indian Ocean 
 
Southern Ocean 
 
Arctic Ocean  
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What 
ocean and 
sea 
surrounds 
the UK? 
 
Can you 
name the 
five oceans 
of the 
world? 
 
Can you 
locate the 
five oceans 
on a world 
map? 
 
How do 
humans 
effect the 
oceans? 
What can 
we do to 
protect the 
oceans? 
 
What is the 
Equator? 
 
Where is 
the 
Equator? 
 

- Name and locate the seven continents of the 
world. 

- Know which continent we live in.  
- Learn a key Geographical features for each of 

the continents: 
- Asia is the largest continent, it has the 

world’s most highly populated country China 
with 1.4 billion people. Wall of China – seen 
from space. 

- Africa is famous for it’s wildlife (big five). 
Wide array of animals due to many habitats; 
rainforest and desert etc. Great Pyramid. 

- North America – discovered by John Cabot 
who sailed from Bristol in 1497.’Land of 
opportunity’ Golden Gate Bridge, Statue of 
Liberty. 

- South America – Amazon rainforest and the 
salt flats. Adela Breton – British explorer and 
archaeologist from Bath went to Mexico in 
1892 to study the landscape.  

- Antarctica – largest piece of land covered in 
ice. Home to penguins. 

- Europe – our home, Eiffel tower, tower of 
Piza, Coliseum, Parthenon 

- Australasia – GBR, Sydney opera house, 
unique wildlife. 

(Suggested format: Europe, South/North America, 
Africa/Asia then Antarctica/Australasia– four lessons in 
total) 

- Know how to use a world map to find the 
continents. 

- Britain has largest empire in history and, 
for over a century, was the 
foremost global power. By 1913 – 23% of 
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Where are 
the North 
and South 
Poles? 
 
What 
countries 
are near 
the 
Equator? 
 
What 
countries 
are far 
from the 
Equator? 
 
How does a 
country’s 
location in 
the world 
affect it’s 
temperatur
e? 
 
 

the world’s population and 24% of the 
worlds land area.  

- Sometimes people emigrate to different 
continents to improve their quality of life 
– reference refugees. 

 
What do you know about the world’s oceans?  

- Understand that an ocean is bigger than 
a sea. 

- Know which ocean/seas surround the UK.  
- Name and locate the five oceans of the 

world.  
- Link the name of the Southern, Arctic and 

Indian oceans to their location.  
- Water covers 75% of the worlds surface. 
- Know how humans use the ocean: 
- For food. 
- To transport goods. 
- To defend and protect. 
- For leisure – sailing, sports, swimming. 
- Know our use of the ocean is damaging 

to marine life.  
- Know that global warming is raising sea 

levels and temperature.  
- How do we use a world map to find 

oceans? 
- How do we find seas on a map? 
- Reducing the earth’s temperature would 

have a positive impact on sea 
temperature and therefore wildlife. 

- It would also ensure sea levels don’t rise 
and icebergs remain – ref polar bears. 

- Charities are working to clear plastic 
from the ocean. 

- The deepest part of the ocean is the 
Mariana Trench. 
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- It is deeper than the height of the highest 
mountain on Earth.  

- The largest ocean is the Pacific Ocean. 
- In Bristol and all over there have been 

protests to fight climate change and 
protect the planet – ref Greta Thunburg 

 
What is the Equator? 

- Name and locate the Equator on a world 
map. 

- Identify Equator in relation to continents 
and countries studied. 

- Locate hot and cold areas on a world 
map.  

- Countries closest to the Equator are hot 
because they absorb lots of sunrays – 
give examples from different continents 
– Brazil, Kenya, Indonesia 

- Countries further from the Equator are 
cooler because the sun rays are not as 
direct – Canada, Russia, Norway.  

- How can you use a map to find the 
Equator? 

- How does a country’s location in the 
world define its temperature? 

- Countries on the Equator may be at a 
disadvantage because of the strength of 
the sun and heat – hard to grow food and 
live there. The same can be said for the 
countries furthest away but because they 
are too cold. 

- The UK has a temperate climate as it is 
neither too close or too far from the 
Equator. 

- - Countries close to the Equator have 
warm oceans and countries furthest 
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away have cold oceans – this effects 
what marine life lives there.  

 
Where are the North and South Poles? 

- Understand that the North and South 
poles are at the furthest points north and 
south on Earth. 

- Locate the North and South poles on a 
map. 

- Understand where the North and South 
poles are in relation to the Equator and 
how this results in a very cold climate. 

- Identify North and South Poles in relation 
to other countries and continents 
studied. 

- Know that the South Pole is in Antarctica 
– it is a continent because it is land. 

- Know that the North Pole sits on ice 
above water and is therefore not a 
continent.  

- How can you use a map to find the North 
and South Poles? 

- Countries near the North and South 
poles are at a disadvantage as they are so 
cold it is a hostile environment to live in. 

- There is no land at the North Pole, but it 
is covered in a thick layer of ice around 6 
to 9 feet thick. 

- No one actually lives at the North Pole. 
Inuit people, who live in the nearby 
Arctic regions of Canada, Greenland, and 
Russia, have never made homes at 
the North Pole.  

- Antarctica is home to about 70 percent 
of the planet's fresh water, and 90 
percent of the planet's freshwater ice. 
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- No humans live permanently in 
Antarctica only scientists and tourists 
visit. 

- Antarctica is the windiest continent with 
wind speeds of up to 200mph. 

Trips and Visits 
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/ - how engineering changed how we travel across 
oceans. 
https://matthew.co.uk/school-trips - John Cabot discovers North America. 
https://clevedonpier.co.uk/schools/ - The UK and the seaside – human interaction 
with the ocean. 
 
Where can this take you 
- Engineer 
- Biologist 
- Marine Biologist 
- Geographer 
- Researcher  
- Explorer 
- Teaching 
- Travel and tourism 
- Conservation 
- Navy/Armed forces 
 
Bristol links 

- Jon Cabot – discovered North America, sailed from Bristol in 1497 
- Adela Breton – Artist and explorer from Bath – lived and worked in Mexico 

(exhibition at Bristol Museum) 
- Windrush – Jamaican community settled in St Pauls 1950s 
- Bristol Somali communities 

Misconceptions 
Country/continent 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
https://www.oxfamblogs.org/education/mapping_our_world/mapping_our_world/
05-GlobeUnwrapped/GlobeUnwrapped.htm Visualising the world as a globe. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/resources/1 Explore the world 
videos. 
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/geography/continents-of-the-world/ 
Revision quiz on the continents 
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/continent-facts.html Key facts about the 
seven continents 
https://worldoceansday.org/resources/?topic=all&type=all&language=all Learn 
more about protecting the oceans.  
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/ocean-
facts/ Facts about the oceans 
http://www.thatboycanteach.co.uk/2019/06/geography-key-questions-place-
national-curriculum.html – Blog about world geography key questions to ask.  
http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/resources/Year%201-%20Geography-
%20The%20Seven%20Continents.pdf This is a Y1 document but has some good 
resources for each continent.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-
world/zkk6t39 Overview video of the continents, oceans and the Equator.  
 
Sentence starters 
 
Evidence 
This map shows that... 
I found out that... 
 

https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
https://matthew.co.uk/school-trips
https://clevedonpier.co.uk/schools/
https://www.oxfamblogs.org/education/mapping_our_world/mapping_our_world/05-GlobeUnwrapped/GlobeUnwrapped.htm
https://www.oxfamblogs.org/education/mapping_our_world/mapping_our_world/05-GlobeUnwrapped/GlobeUnwrapped.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/resources/1
https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks1/geography/continents-of-the-world/
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/continent-facts.html
https://worldoceansday.org/resources/?topic=all&type=all&language=all
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/ocean-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/ocean-facts/
http://www.thatboycanteach.co.uk/2019/06/geography-key-questions-place-national-curriculum.html
http://www.thatboycanteach.co.uk/2019/06/geography-key-questions-place-national-curriculum.html
http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/resources/Year%201-%20Geography-%20The%20Seven%20Continents.pdf
http://www.coreknowledge.org.uk/resources/Year%201-%20Geography-%20The%20Seven%20Continents.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-world/zkk6t39
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-the-world/zkk6t39
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Sea/ocean 
Equator – literal line 
South pole – Antarctica 
People stay in the countries they are born in.  
 

Explain  
This means that... 
This is true/false because... 
 
Link 
I know ____ because... 
It is clear that... 
 
PP   

- Ensure they have the domain knowledge by teaching a recap lesson at the 
beginning of the topic.  

- If gaps are found – find ways of incorporating these into later lessons.  
 
EAL  

- Imagery to support definitions of geographical language e.g. ocean, land, 
weather 

- Relevant links to their countries made.  
- Discuss migration to different continents. 

 
Extension for experts  

• Research the environmental factors that affect the oceans. 
• How would raising sea levels affect different continents. 
• How can we work together to protect the oceans? 
• Research why people emigrate to difficult countries and continents. 
• Why does climate make it harder to live in certain places?  
• How do countries and continents come together to tackle world issues: UN, 

EU, Commonwealth. 
 
Dual coding 
More visual and listening. 

Little text on slides, mainly images. 

Component 1 

- Map of the continents labelled (colour coded) 

Component 2 

- Map of the oceans labelled 

Component 3&4 

- Map showing the Equator and N/S poles labelled. 



Year 2 Geography – Water 
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Year group: 2 
 
T5/6 

Topic Title:  

Ganges, just another river?  
Cohesion- Text links 

A River by Marc Martin 

 

International 

National 
Curriculum links 

NC – Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

Understand geographical similarities/differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and a small area in a contrasting 

non-European country. 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 
Concepts  

-characteristics of the UK (river Thames, Snowdonia) 

-access to water and impact on lifestyle  

- major rivers in India – Ganges  

Houses of parliament, angel of the north  

Monuments in India  

Compare Bristol to a small city in India  

Write to a school 

Key Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 

Geography vocab 

hill, sea, ocean, river, soil, vegetation, city, town, 

village, farm, port, harbour, source, mouth, bank, 

valley, meander, oxbow lake, continent, UK, India. 

Computing vocab Music vocab  MFL vocab Key people / 
places / policies 
 
River Avon 
 
River Thames 
 
Ganges River 

Geography Knowledge Computing 
Knowledge  

Music Knowledge  MFL 
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What is a 
river? 
Can you label 
the different 
parts of a 
river?  
 
What are the 
features of a 
river? – source 
and mouth, 
meander, 
valley, oxbow 
lake. 
 
Where is the 
River 
Thames/Avon? 
 
How is the 
River 
Thames/Avon 
used in the 
UK? – tourism 
and 
generating 
electricity.  
 
Where is the 
Ganges River?  
 
How is the 
Ganges River 
used in India? 
– washing, 
cleaning, 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  

• Seven continents and five oceans.  

• India is on a different continent to the UK. 

• We live in Europe. 

• We live in the UK – the UK is made up of four 
countries.  

• We live in England. 

• We live near the River Avon and Severn. 

• We live in Bristol. 

• Know that a river is a moving body of water.  

• The River Ganges flows through both India and 
Bangladesh. 

• Locate India on a map. 

• Know the four points of a compass. 

• Use directional language.  
 
Powerful substantive   

• Rivers have different processes which 
form meanders, valleys and oxbow 
lakes for example. 

• Understand how rivers are formed – 
starts as a tiny stream running down a 
mountain slope.  

• Challenge – ice caps melting at the 
top of valleys and heavy rain can 
change the flow. 

• Label the aerial images with known 
river features; meander, source, 
mouth, oxbow lake. 

• Label aerial images with known river 
uses; fishing, tourism (boats), 
washing. 

• The river's most famed fauna is the 
freshwater dolphin Platanista 
gangetica gangetica, the Ganges river 

•       
River Nile 
 
Mississippi River 
 
Amazon River 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Ganges_river_dolphin
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cooking, 
fishing, 
irrigation 
 
 
 
 

dolphin, recently declared India's 
national aquatic animal. 

• This dolphin used to exist in large 
schools near to urban centres in the 
Ganges river, but is now seriously 
threatened by pollution and dam 
construction. 

• Three towns holy to Hinduism—
Haridwar, Prayag (Allahabad), and 
Varanasi—attract thousands of 
pilgrims to its waters to take a dip in 
the Ganges, which is believed to 
cleanse oneself of sins and help attain 
salvation. The rapids of the Ganges 
also are popular for river rafting, 
attracting adventure seekers in the 
summer months. 

 
Composites and components  
What are the features of a river? 

• Know that a river is a natural stream 
of flowing water in a channel into the 
sea.  

• Know a river has different features, 
including a source and mouth.  

• Understand how rivers are formed – 
starts as a tiny stream running down a 
mountain slope.  

• The River Severn is the longest river in 
Great Britain. 

• Rivers can be found all over the world 
and although they have the same 
function, they have different features. 

• Rivers have different processes which 
form meanders, valleys and oxbow 
lakes for example.  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Ganges_river_dolphin
https://kids.kiddle.co/List_of_national_animals
https://kids.kiddle.co/Varanasi
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 • The River Ganges as low banks (sides 
of the river) which allows people to 
use it for washing, drinking etc.  

 
Where are the River Thames/Avon and the 
Ganges River located? 

• Know that all settlements began with 
good access to water. 

• Know that the Ganges is one of the 
world’s biggest rivers, and seven times 
the size of the river Severn, Britain’s 
longest river. 

• Source of the Ganges is in the 
Himalayas and the deltas of the 
Ganges as it reaches the Indian Ocean 
are in Bangladesh. 

• Use an atlas to find out which sea the 
Ganges flows into (Ganges flows into 
the Ganges Delta in the Bey of 
Bengal). 

• Use an atlas to find out which sea the 
River Thames/Avon flows into (River 
Thames flows into the North Sea and 
the River Avon joins the River Severn 
which flows into the Bristol Channel). 

• Bristol is near the River Avon. 

• Many large cities, including Agra 
(home of the Taj Mahal) and Varanasi 
(the holy city or the Hindus) have 
been build on the Gangetic Plain (an 
area of fertile land in the northern 
regions of the Indian subcontinent).  

• Know that the functions of the rivers 
within the UK differ from the rivers in 
India, Ganges, due to different 
cultures.  
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 Can you identify human and physical 
features of the River Avon/Thames and 
Ganges River (using aerial photos)? 

• Use aerial photograph to make 
comparisons of the physical features 
of the UK rivers and the River Ganges; 
settlements, industrial buildings, 
mountains.   

• Due to pollution by humans, the 
Ganges is threatened posing danger 
to both humans and animals.  

• Label the aerial images with known 
river features; meander, source, 
mouth, oxbow lake. 

• Label aerial images with known river 
uses; fishing, tourism (boats), 
washing.  

 
What are the similarities and differences 
between the River Thames/Avon and the 
Ganges River? 

• Use a map or areal map to locate 
India. 

• Know the location of and find on a 
map India and the Ganges River. 

• The River Thames/Avon is used for 
tourism (boat tours, recreation), 
transport and importing/exporting 
goods.   

• The Ganges river is worshipped as the 
Goddess of Ganga in Hinduism. 

• The Ganges river is a life source. 

• The Ganges River is used for fishing, 
irrigation and bathing.   
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• The Gangotri glacier (source of 
Ganges) is a sacred place for Hindu 
pilgrimage.  

• Discuss the power of the River – the 
River Avon is pretty to look at and 
used for recreation and transport 
whereas the River Ganges holds a lot 
of influence over the Hindu religion 
and rituals. 

• Challenge – ice caps melting at the 
top of valleys and heavy rain can 
change the flow – the source of the 
River Ganges is the Himalayan glacier, 
Gangotri. 

Trips and Visits 
Clifton Suspension Bridge observatory/Downs area – look at the river and discuss 
how it moves, what it looks like, how it changes, introduce to key words.  
 
WOW lesson – write to a school in India – find out what life is like. Hopefully, there 
will be a response by the end of the term.  
 
Where can this take you 
Engineering 
Surveyor  
Building 
Flood management 
Map developer 
Teaching 
Charity aid worker 
Travel and tourism 
Sailor 
Deck crew 
 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8  
KS2 What a river is – for teacher knowledge.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j - 
Class clips explaining a river.  
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/we-are-
britain/rivers-and-canals/ - Different sections of rivers.  
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rivers - 10 top tips on river.  
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/ganges-river-basin/ - about the 
river Ganges basin 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ganges-River - about the River Ganges 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/riversevern/map.html - map of the River 
Severn  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4b9j683d2rc – Youtube video – The Ganges 
from source to sea.  
 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
I know that …….. because ….. 
…… shows this ….. I know because …… 
 
Explain 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-rivers/z6qsf4j
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/we-are-britain/rivers-and-canals/
https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/key-stage-1-topics/we-are-britain/rivers-and-canals/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rivers
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/ganges-river-basin/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ganges-River
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/riversevern/map.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4b9j683d2rc
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This is how a river ……. I know this because …… 
 
 
Link 
This is how I know ….. 
The comparison between ….. and ….. shows us ……… 
 

PP 
- Ensure they have the domain knowledge by teaching a recap lesson at the 

beginning of the topic.  
- If gaps are found – find ways of incorporating these into later lessons. 
- Visit a local river. 
- Consistent terminology. 

 
EAL  

- Imagery to support learning. 
- Relevant links to their countries made.  
- Discuss multicultural nature of Bristol.  
- Consistent terminology  

 
Extension for experts  
Name other large rivers around the world. How are they similar, how are they 
different to the Ganges? 
 
 
Dual coding 
Play with mud and water. 
Images on display and talk through – EG features of a river.  
Images of Indians using river.  
Make/recreate a river – feel flow of water.  
 

 


