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Year group: 3 
 
Term: 1/2 

Topic Title: Boom or bust, the impact of 
mining on the economy? 
  

Cohesion- Text links 
You Wouldn't Want to Be a 19th-Century Coal Miner in England! John Malam 

Canary in the Coal Mine by Madelyn Rosenberg 
Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz 

 
 

 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

•  locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region 

in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 
 
 

Geography vocab: 

• mining, resources, energy, coal, fossil 

fuel, mountain, city, environment, 

industry, peak, economy, community, 

museum, employment, agriculture, 

coal pit, steel, reserves, power plant 

Computing vocab Music vocab  PHSE/RE Key 
people/figures/places 
 
Nye Bevan  
 
Margaret Thatcher 
 
Smyth family  
 
London 

Geography Knowledge Computing 
Knowledge  

Music Knowledge  PHSE/RE 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary       

https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/waleshistory/2010/07/the_death_of_nye_bevan.html
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What cities 
are there in 
the UK? 
 
What 
physical 
features does 
the UK have? 
 
How has 
mining 
effected the 
UK economy?  
 
Are there 
some 
communities 
and areas of 
the UK more 
effected by 
mining than 
others? Why 
is this?  
 
How has 
mining 
effected the 
city of 
Bristol? 
 
Is mining still 
important 
today? How 
has it 
changed? 

 
Domain Knowledge  
 

- The UK is made up of England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. 

- Each of these countries has 
difficult a physical geography. 

- There are mountains in the UK. 
- The UK has resources that it mines 

to sell. 
-  Mining is the process of mining 

stuff out of the ground. 
Any material that cannot be grown 
must be mined.  

- Mining is used to get resources to 
generate power – coal, oil and gas 
– these are called fossil fuels.  

- Mining is used to get precious 
metals and gemstones – gold, 
silver, diamond, sapphire, ruby and 
emerald. 

- Mining can take place 
underground and is a dangerous 
job. 

- Lots of accidents happen – 
collapsing mines and toxic gases. 

- Special safety equipment is used to 
protect miners. 

- Some people live in mining towns. 
People live there because they can 
make money as miners.  

 
Composites and components  
 

 
Bristol 
 
Manchester 
 
Liverpool 
 
Birmingham 
 
Glasgow 
 
Edinburgh  
 
Belfast 
 
Cardiff 
 
Port Talbot 
 
Ben Nevis,  
 
Snowden,  
 
Scafell Pike. 
 
Cheddar gorge. 
 
Hurdle’s door, Dorset 
 
Giant’s Causeway, N.I 
 
Devil’s Bridge, Wales 
 
The White Cliffs of 
Dover, Dover 

Commented [JA2]: This needs to be subject specific prior 
domain knowledge 

Commented [JA1]: can we have images of these 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Material
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Extension - 
 
What should 
mining look 
like in the 
future? 
 

Composite – What cities are there in 
the UK? 
Components 

- Name and locate key cities in the 
UK – London, Manchester, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast. 

- Be able to say where the cities are 
in the UK using compass points – 
e.g. Manchester is in the north of 
England. 

- Say at least one feature of each 
city; 

- London – capital city, big ben and 
the tower of London. 

- Bristol – home city, the suspension 
bridge. 

- Manchester – known as England’s 
second city, textile manufacture – 
borders the peak distract  

- Liverpool – known for shipping and 
international trade, The Royal 
Albert Docks. 

- Birmingham – known as the black 
country due to industry due to 
smoke from iron and coal industry 
– The Bull Ring. 

- Cardiff – capital of wales, Cardiff 
castle. Port Talbot – one of the 
biggest steel works in the world.  

- Edinburgh – capital of Scotland, 
Edinburgh castle. 

- Glasgow – second city of Scotland, 
Glasgow school of Art.  

- Belfast – capital of N.I, Peace Wall. 

 
The Needles – The 
Isle of Wight 
 
Gaping Gill, Yorkshire 
Dales 
 
Kellingley Colliery 
 
Ebbw Vale 
 
Bedminster 
 
Devon 
 
Dorset 
 
Cornwall  
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- Use a map of the UK to locate 
cities. 

- Know that different cities have 
varying industries according to 
their history and/or natural 
resources. 

- There was more coal mining in the 
north of the UK where there was 
more coal in the ground.  

- Manchester is known for it’s 
textiles because of the world’s first 
steam-driven mill opened by 
Richard Arkwright in 1781. 

 
Composite -What physical features 
does the UK have? 
Components 

- Name and locate mountains; Ben 
Nevis, Snowden, Scafell Pike. 

- Name landmarks close to Bristol; 
Cheddar gorge. 

- Name and locate other physical 
features in the UK; 

- Durdle’s door, Dorset 
- Giant’s Causeway, N.I 
- Devil’s Bridge, Wales 
- The White Cliffs of Dover, 

Dover 
- The Needles – The Isle of 

Wight 
- Gaping Gill, Yorkshire 

Dales 
- Use a map of the UK to locate 

physical features.  

Commented [JA3]: these need to be in knowledge form 
know adn name the majot cities of the UK 
know where the cities in the UK are using compass points  
know london is the cpaital city .. 

Commented [JA4R3]: This is the same throughout  

Commented [JA5R3]: you may need to shrink down some 
of thses bullets to make the concise components parts of 
knowledge for the knowledge banks 



Year 3 Geography – Work and People 

   
 

- Ben Nevis is the highest peak in the 
UK at 1345m 

- Snowden is the second highest 
peak in UL at 1085m 

- Scafell Pike is the highest peak in 
England at 978m 

- The physical landmarks of the UK 
are tourist attractions that attract 
people from all around the world, 
they have been used in famous 
films and tv series.  

 
Composite - How has mining effected 
the UK economy? 
Components  

- Coal mining in the UK was the 
backbone of the economy and 
grew regions including the North 
of England, Midlands, Wales and 
Scotland by employing hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

- From the early 19th Century until 
the 1980s (150 year period) coal 
mining was a prominent industry in 
the UK. 

- In 1981, the country was producing 
128 million tonnes of coal a year. 

- Closure of pits in the 1980s as 
Margaret Thatcher started to close 
down the industry – believing it 
was no longer good for the 
economy as the UK couldn’t 
compete with international prices. 

- 1984-85 – Miners strike against 
closures. 
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- At its height, the mining industry 
employed more than a million 
people but the closure of North 
Yorkshire's Hatfield Colliery in 2015 
brought an end to deep coal 
mining in the UK. 

- Whole communities were built 
around mining that still exist 
today: 

- Ebbw Vale, Wales is now 
renowned as a mining and 
steel-producing town 
(1866 -1992)  

- Museums have been created out 
of this and other mines to tell their 
rich history.  

- Unions believed the closures were 
not motivated by the economy but 
by politics – an attack on the 
‘working classes’ 

- Communities are still feeling the 
after effects of the closures - there 
is mass unemployment in areas 
where mines have been closed.  

- Ebbw Vale had its own Board of 
Health, a local precursor to the 
National Health Service, which was 
set up in the 1850s. It was a system 
that miner and future town 
MP Nye Bevan saw in operation 
and undoubtedly used as a blue 
print when he came to found 
Britain's Health Service in 1946. 

- 40,000 bricks from Ebbw Vale, 
were used to construct the Empire 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/waleshistory/2010/07/the_death_of_nye_bevan.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Building
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State Building in New York, steel in 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge came 
from here too.   

- A move away from mining has 
increased focus on finding 
renewable sources of energy and 
power. 

- On the other side of this, 
companies are continuing to look 
for ways of getting to fossil fuels 
e.g. fracking.  

- Reference – fracking controversial 
technique involving high pressure 
water and chemicals pumped into 
the ground to extract natural 
gases.  

 
Composite - What mining was there in 
Bristol? 
Components 

- In 1850 there were at least 12 
mines in the Bedminster area of 
Bristol. 

- Bedminster was a coal rich area 
with good access to the docks 
for transportation. 

- The best known mine was called 
the Dean Lane pit. 

- This development attracted 
workers from the surrounding 
depressed agricultural areas, 
leading to the small town of 
Bedminster growing into a large 
suburb of Bristol with over 
70,000 inhabitants by 1884. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State_Building
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- The Dean Lane Colliery in 
Bedminster employed over 400 
men and some children. The 
men were paid £2-3 per week 
and the children sometimes as 
little as 4d a day.  

- About one man a month died in 
accidents in the mine. 

- Gas explosions and rock 
collapses were common. 

- Each pit had its own rescue 
team. 

- Men worked in damp cramp 
conditions with lamps and 
candles. 

- ‘Pit ponies’ were used to 
transport the coal. 

- Original site of the mine now 
Dame Emily Park, Southville. 

- The last mine closed in 1973 
after it become clear that there 
were more abundant reserves 
elsewhere in the country.  

- Bedminster’s terrace housing 
was originally built to house 
mine workers. 

- Coal seams in the Bristol coal-
field are narrow, often less than 
60 cm thick, so the coal was 
often difficult to get to and 
mining less profitable than in 
other areas (north of 
England/Wales) 

- Dean line pit was on land owned 
by the Smyth family (ref Greville 
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Smyth park and Ashton Gate 
Estate). 

 
Composite - How is mining changing? 
Components 

- The last deep coal mine in the 
UK (Hatfield Colliery) closed on 
18 December 2015. 

- Most coal is used for electricity 
generation and steel-making, 
with its use for heating homes 
decreased because of pollution 
concerns. 

- Today companies are 
investigating new ways to access 
fossil fuel supplies that were 
previously to far into the earth 
including fracking (see earlier 
component). 

- The demand for coal is likely to 
fall with increasing focus 
on renewable energy or low-
carbon sources and loss of 
industry due to globalisation. 

- In the UK there is a  the 
expansion of exploration and 
mining projects to find new 
sources of income from natural 
reserves: 

- Lithium for batteries in Cornwall. 
- Tungsten in Devon. 
- Battle against two aims: mining 

in the UK is a better option than 
importing minerals and metals 
from mines abroad, because of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renewable_energy
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the UK’s high environmental, 
labour and human rights 
standards. However the people 
of UK are pushing towards more 
renewable sources of energy. 

- On 21 April 2017, Britain went a 
full day without using coal 
power to generate electricity for 
the first time since the Industrial 
Revolution, according to 
the National Grid. 

- Oil and gas reserves are 
predicted to run out long before 
coal, so gas could be produced 
from coal by gasification (where 
coal is turned into gas)  

- in 2018, eight coal power plants 
were still in operation when the 
government announced plans to 
shut down all coal power plants 
in the UK by 2025. 

 
 
  

Wow day 
Chocolate chip mining  
Chn use this practical experiment to explore the concept of mining and the 
effects on the surrounding environment. 
https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/fossil-fuels-chocolate-
chip-mining 
 
Trips and Visits 
http://radstockmuseum.co.uk/ - Find out what life was like as a miner in 
Somerset. 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
https://www.bristolstories.org/story/93 - Personal video account of mining in Bristol. 
http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/History/bristolrecordsociety/publications/bha106.pdf - 
Detailed document about the Bristol coal industry. 
https://www.nmrs.org.uk/mines/ - Information about UK mining 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2015/dec/18/the-demise-of-uk-
deep-coal-mining-decades-of-decline - Article on the decline of coal mining. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-50069336 - Article on modern ex-mining 
communities. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Grid_(Great_Britain)
https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/fossil-fuels-chocolate-chip-mining
https://www.calacademy.org/educators/lesson-plans/fossil-fuels-chocolate-chip-mining
http://radstockmuseum.co.uk/
https://www.bristolstories.org/story/93
http://www.bris.ac.uk/Depts/History/bristolrecordsociety/publications/bha106.pdf
https://www.nmrs.org.uk/mines/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2015/dec/18/the-demise-of-uk-deep-coal-mining-decades-of-decline
https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2015/dec/18/the-demise-of-uk-deep-coal-mining-decades-of-decline
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-50069336
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https://museum.wales/bigpit/learning/ks2/ - Visit Big Pit National Coal 
Museum in Wales – go down into the coal pit. See how coalpits have adapted 
to tourism today. 
https://museum.wales/articles/2010-07-23/The-Ebbw-Vale-Steel-Iron--Coal-
Company/ - History of mining in Wales. Why was Ebbw Vale so successful, how 
did it adapt? 
http://www.kingswoodmuseum.org.uk/visiting/ - History of mining within 
Bristol.  
 
 
 
Where can this take you 
Engineer 
Politician 
Physicist 
Geologist 
Researcher 
Historian 
Environmental scientist 
Town planner 
Mountaineer  
  
Bristol links 
 
See composite about mining in Bristol 
 
Misconceptions 
All cities in the UK are in England 
Mining is only for coal 
Resources are unlimited 
Mining doesn’t exist today 
All mines have been turned into museums 
Mining is the same today as it was in the past 
 

http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/lettersandthelamp/sections/the-industrial-revolution-coal-mining-
and-the-felling-colliery-disaster/ - Felling Colliery Disaster 
https://www.nsenergybusiness.com/features/coal-mining-uk/ - Modern mining post Brexit 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14432401 - What is fracking? 
https://www.ncm.org.uk/learning/learning-resources/mining-factsheets – Factsheets 
about mining 
https://nationalminingmuseum.com/quick-facts/ - Facts about mining. 
https://kids.kiddle.co/North_East_England – NE England for kids facts 
https://kids.kiddle.co/Coal_mining – Coal mining for kids facts 
https://www.marketplace.org/2014/04/09/when-england-walked-away-coal/ - Thatcher 
era closures 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
This map shows that... 
I found out that... 
 
Explain  
This means that... 
This is true/false because... 
 
Link 
I know ____ because... 
It is clear that... 
 
PP 
Teach a lesson which covers only the domain knowledge, ensure that the children have a 
solid understanding of the following: 

- Basic UK geography – countries, Bristol, London, key landmarks. 
- Mining is used to get resources to generate power – coal, oil and gas – these are 

called fossil fuels.  
EAL 
Discuss mining in other parts of the world (looking at where chn in the class are from)  
Use imagery to support geographical vocabulary e.g. city, mine, mountain. 
 
Extension for experts  

https://museum.wales/bigpit/learning/ks2/
https://museum.wales/articles/2010-07-23/The-Ebbw-Vale-Steel-Iron--Coal-Company/
https://museum.wales/articles/2010-07-23/The-Ebbw-Vale-Steel-Iron--Coal-Company/
http://www.kingswoodmuseum.org.uk/visiting/
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/lettersandthelamp/sections/the-industrial-revolution-coal-mining-and-the-felling-colliery-disaster/
http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/lettersandthelamp/sections/the-industrial-revolution-coal-mining-and-the-felling-colliery-disaster/
https://www.nsenergybusiness.com/features/coal-mining-uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14432401
https://www.ncm.org.uk/learning/learning-resources/mining-factsheets
https://nationalminingmuseum.com/quick-facts/
https://kids.kiddle.co/North_East_England
https://kids.kiddle.co/Coal_mining
https://www.marketplace.org/2014/04/09/when-england-walked-away-coal/
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What effect does mining have on the environment?  
What technology could be used to generate energy instead? 
What could mining look like in the future? 
 
Dual coding 
 Visuals with labels to support audio explanation: 
Component 1 - Map of the UK with key cities labelled. 
Component 2 - Map of UK – mountains labelled.  
Component 3 - Pictures of mining towns in the 1980s 
Component 4 - Map of Bristol mines from 1800s  
Component 5 - Pictures of renewable energy systems e.g. windfarms 

 

 

 

 

Year group: 3 
 
Term: 3/4 

Topic Title: Good working prospects or 
exploited cheap labour? 
  

Cohesion- Text links 
 

 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

Geography vocab: Computing vocab Music vocab  PHSE/RE 
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Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 
 
 

•  Key 
people/figures 
 Geography Knowledge Computing 

Knowledge  
Music Knowledge  PHSE/RE 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  
 

- Know that a country is a nation with 
its own government occupying a 
territory. 

- Know that a country is a large 
continuous land mass. 

- Know that we live in the UK which is in 
Europe. 

- Know that the UK is an island. 
- Know that most of Europe is part of 

one land mass (the continent) 
- Powerful substantive   

 
Composites and components  
  

     

 

+       
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Trips and Visits 
 
Where can this take you 
  

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
 
 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
 
Explain  
 
Link-  

 
PP 
 
EAL 
 
Extension for experts  
 
Dual coding 
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Year group: 3 
 
Term: 5/6 

Topic Title: Volcanoes dangerous killers or 
tourist attraction? 
  

Cohesion- Text links 
 

 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water 

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  

Geography vocab: 

•  

Computing vocab Music vocab  PHSE/RE Key 
people/figures 
 

Geography Knowledge Computing 
Knowledge  

Music Knowledge  PHSE/RE 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary       
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Domain Knowledge  

- Know that a volcano is a physical 
geographical feature. 

- Know that a volcano can cause natural 
disasters when they erupt. 

- Know that some people live close to 
volcanoes.  

- Know that there are volcanos on land 
and below the sea. 

- Know that there are areas of the 
world where there are many 
volcanoes. 

- Know that there are countries with no 
volcanoes e.g. the UK. 

- Know that the Equator is an invisible 
line that  divides the planet into a 
Northern Hemisphere and a Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Powerful substantive   
See blue text below 

 
Composites and components  
Composite - What is a volcano? 

• - A volcano is a mountain where lava (hot, 
liquid rock) comes from a magma 
chamber under the ground. 

• - When there is enough pressure, the 
volcano erupts.  

• - Some volcanic eruptions blow off the top 
of the volcano. The magma comes out, 
sometimes quickly and sometimes slowly. 
Some eruptions come out at a side instead 
of the top. 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Lava
https://kids.kiddle.co/Magma
https://kids.kiddle.co/Magma
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Composite – How is a volcano formed? 
 

- Volcanoes are found on planets other 
than Earth. An example is Olympus 
Mons on Mars. 

 
- Volcanoes are made when 

two tectonic plates come together. 
When these two plates meet, one of 
them (usually the oceanic plate) goes 
under the continental plate. This is the 
process of subduction.  

 
- Afterwards, it melts and 

makes magma (inside the magma 
chamber), and the pressure builds up 
until the magma bursts through 
the Earth's crust. 

 
- The second way is when a tectonic 

plate moves over a hot spot in the 
Earth's crust. The hot spot works its 
way through the crust until it breaks 
through. The caldera of Yellowstone 
Park was formed in that way; so were 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

 
 
Composite – What different types of 
volcanoes are there? 
 
Shield volcanoes 

- Shield volcanoes are built out of layers 
of lava from continual eruptions 
(without explosions).  

https://kids.kiddle.co/Shield_volcano
https://kids.kiddle.co/Lava
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- Because the lava is so fluid, it spreads 
out, often over a wide area. Shield 
volcanoes do not grow to a great 
height, and the layers of lava spread 
out to give the volcano gently sloping 
sides.  

- The base of the volcano increases in 
size over successive eruptions where 
solidified lava spreads out and 
accumulates.  

- Some of the world's largest volcanoes 
are shield volcanoes. Even though 
their sides are not very steep, shield 
volcanoes can be huge.  

- Mauna Kea in Hawaii is the biggest 
mountain on Earth if it is measured 
from its base on the floor of the sea. 

 
Stratovolcanoes 
 

- A stratovolcano, also known as 
a composite volcano, is a 
tall, conical volcano. It is built up of 
many layers of hardened lava 
and volcanic ash. 

- Unlike shield volcanoes, 
stratovolcanoes have a steep profile 
and periodic eruptions. The lava that 
flows from stratovolcanoes cools and 
hardens before spreading far. It is 
sticky.  

- Two famous stratovolcanoes 
are Japan's Mount Fuji, and Italy’s 
Vesuvius. Both have big bases and 
steep sides that get steeper and 

https://kids.kiddle.co/
https://kids.kiddle.co/
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mauna_Kea
https://kids.kiddle.co/Hawaii
https://kids.kiddle.co/Stratovolcano
https://kids.kiddle.co/Cone
https://kids.kiddle.co/Lava
https://kids.kiddle.co/Volcanic_ash
https://kids.kiddle.co/Japan
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mount_Fuji
https://kids.kiddle.co/Vesuvius
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steeper as it goes near the top. 
Vesuvius is famous for its destruction 
of the 
towns Pompeii and Herculaneum in 
79 AD, killing thousands. Mount Fuji, 
an active stratovolcano in Japan that 
last erupted in 1707–08 

 
 
Caldera 
A caldera is a basin-like feature formed by 
collapse of land after a volcanic eruption. 
This happens after a huge stratovolcano 
blows its top off. The base of the crater 
then sinks, leaving a caldera where the top 
of the volcano was before. Krakatoa, best 
known for its catastrophic eruption in 1883, 
is much smaller now. 
 
Composite – What classifications are there 
for volcanoes? 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Pompeii
https://kids.kiddle.co/Herculaneum
https://kids.kiddle.co/Mount_Fuji
https://kids.kiddle.co/Caldera
https://kids.kiddle.co/Krakatoa
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- A traditional way  
to classify or identify volcanoes is by 
its pattern of eruptions. Those 
volcanoes which may erupt again at 
any time are called active. Those that 
are now quiet 
called dormant (inactive). Those 
volcanos which have not erupted in 
historical times are called extinct. 

- Active - an active volcano is currently 
erupting, or it has erupted in the last 
10,000 years. An example of an active 
volcano is Mount St. Helens in 
the United States (US). 

- Dormant - A dormant volcano is 
"sleeping," but it could awaken in the 
future. Mount Rainier in the United 
States is considered dormant. 

- Extinct - An extinct volcano has not 
erupted in the past 10,000 
years. Edinburgh Castle in Scotland is 
located on top of an extinct volcano. 

 
Composite - What happened in Pompei? 
 
Eruption of 79 AD 

- Before Mount Vesuvius exploded in 
79 AD, people who lived nearby did 
not even know that it was a volcano, 
because it had not erupted for 600 
years.  

- At about 1 PM, on August 24, AD 79, 
Mount Vesuvius erupted violently. It 
showered ash and pumice on the 



Year 3 Geography – Work and People 

   
 

town of Pompeii, which was 5 miles 
away. 

- Today, people think the eruption of 79 
AD lasted more than 19 hours.  

- It was noticed by Pliny the Younger 
who described the mushroom cloud 
from the volcano as being in the 
shape of umbrella pine, a tree 
commonly found in the region. Pliny 
the Younger was the only person to 
write the story down. 

- There were many ways that people 
died. One was that the smoke that 
they breathed in was deadly because 
it dried in their lungs and formed 
glass.  

- They also were buried by powdery ash 
from the volcano, which was all over 
them.  

- Over time this ash turned to a sort of 
rock, protecting the bodies and the 
city from the weather and from 
robbers. 

- Vesuvius erupted 50 more times after 
the eruption in 79 AD. Vesuvius was 
named a national park in 1995. 

 
Composite - What is Pompei like today? 
 

- As Mt Vesuvius is an active volcano, 
today, each village and city in the 
surrounding area has evacuation plans 
(each resident knows which city they 
are to flee to), hazard maps and 
education.  
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- As Mt Vesuvius is overdue for an 
eruption, it is being monitored by the 
Vesuvius Observatory 24 hours a day.  

- 2 million people currently live in the 
surrounding areas around the 
volcano, increasing the risk hazard of 
death and cost in the event of an 
eruption. 

- Pompeii is now considered one of the 
world's most important historical sites 
because of the way the volcanic ash 
preserved the city and its people. This 
gives historians and archaeologists a 
vivid picture of life in the Roman 
Empire around 2,000 years ago. 

- Archaeologists have found graffiti 
written by the people who lived in the 
town. 

- People often wrote on walls, and 
archaeologists have been able to read 
some of what they wrote.  

- Pompeii is an interesting attraction for 
tourists from around the world and is 
visited by 2.5 million people every 
year. 

 
Composite – why do people choose to live 
near volcanoes? 
 

- volcanic rock and ash provide fertile 
land which results in a higher crop 
yield for farmers 

- tourists are attracted to the 
volcano, which increases money to 
the local economy 
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- geothermal energy can be 
harnessed, which provides cheaper 
electricity for locals 

- minerals are contained in lava, eg 
diamonds - these can be mined to 
make money 

Iceland  
- Many volcanoes in Iceland are 

active volcanoes.  
- This is due to its location on the 

mid-Atlantic Ridge which is a 
tectonic plate boundary.  

- geothermal energy can be 
harnessed, which provides cheaper 
electricity for locals – 66% of 
Iceland’s energy comes from 
geothermal sources. 

- Tourist’s go to Iceland to see 
volcanoes, lava rock, and hot 
springs – land formed by 
geothermal energy.  

- Iceland has an unusual ‘lunar’ 
landscape which is unique.  

- Tourism has surpassed fishing and 
aluminium smelting as Iceland’s 
main export industry. 

- Iceland has 30 active volcanic 
systems. Of these, 13 have erupted 
since the settlement of Iceland in 
874 AD.  

- The eruption under Eyjafjallajökull 
("glacier of Eyjafjöll") in 2010 was 
notable because the volcanic ash 
plume disrupted air travel in 
northern Europe for several weeks. 
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- Iceland’s geothermal energy fuels 
giant poly tunnels – allowing the 
country to grow lots of crops that 
are not native to them e.g. bananas 
and courgettes.  

 
Hawaii  
 

- Hawaii Volcanoes National Park is a 
national park in the U.S. state and 
island of Hawaii. It is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The park was 
created in 1916. In it are Mauna 
Loa, the Earth's biggest volcano, 
and Kilauea, the Earth's most active 
volcano. 

- Kīlauea, one of the world's most 
active volcanoes, and Mauna Loa, 
the most massive, offer scientists 
insights on the birth of the 
Hawaiian Islands, and give visitors 
views of dramatic volcanic 
landscapes. 

- Tourists visit the park to see the 
world’s largest and most active 
volcanoes. Other attractions include 
black sand beaches, thermal ponds, 
geysers and springs.  

- Tourism is the largest single source 
of private capital for Hawai'i's 
economy. 

- Local’s think the beauty, 
community and remoteness of 
living in Hawaii are worth the risk of 
a volcanic eruption.  
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- Tourism makes up 21% of the 
state’s economy.  

- In May 2018 the ground near Leilani 
Estates opened and began spilling 
out noxious fumes and lava from 
Mount Kilauea. Residents of the 
neighborhood near the Hawaiian 
volcano fled. 

- Each cascade of lava was heralded 
by sinister tremors in the earth and 
chased by thick clouds of toxic 
sulfur dioxide gas. 

- The island’s tourism bounced back 
with remarkable vigor. By July of 
2018, Hawaii as a whole was 
already setting a new record in 
arrivals, and overall spending on 
the islands was up 10%. 

 
 

Trips and Visits 
 
Where can this take you 
  

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
 
 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
 
Explain  
 
Link-  

 
PP 
 
EAL 
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Extension for experts  
 
Dual coding 
  

 


