
Year 6 Geography – Settlements 
 

Year group: 6 
 
T1/2 

Topic Title:  
Bristol, a modern settlement?  

Cohesion- Text links 
Secret Bristol – James MacVeigh (non-fiction) 

Treasure Island – Robert Louis Stevenson 
Only Time Will Tell (The Clifton Chronicles) - Jeofrey Archer 

 
National Curriculum 
links 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 

of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. 
 

Key Questions 
 
Core knowledge 
Assessment  
 
What is a 
settlement? 
 
Is America a 
settlement?  
 
Is Sea Mills a 
Roman 
settlement? 
 

Geography vocab 

Settlement 
Bristol 
Modern 
Brigstow 
Bristow 
Anglo-Saxon 
Sea Mills 
Romans 
Land use 
Bath 
Roman Baths 
Pirates 
21st century – C21st  
Trade 
Port  
Export 
Import  
Village 
Town 
City  
Colonised – settlers establish political control over a 
place. 
Demographic 
Dwellings 

Computing  
Vocab 
 

Music vocab  PHSE/RE 
 

Key people / places / policies 
 
Whapping Wharf 
 
Bath 
 
John Cabot (Italian) – 
Discovered North America 
1490 settled in Bristol. 

 
 
Hannah More – Bristol born 
and bred – writer and 
educator. The most prolific 
woman writer before the 
Victorian age.  

 

Commented [JA1]: are these the only things you would 
assess for them to have gained the topic knoweldge  
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Airport 
Push – factors that push people away from where 
they live – war, drought etc. 
Pull – factors that pull people to a new settlement – 
job opportunities, family and friends etc.  
 
  
Geography Knowledge Computing 

Knowledge  
Music 
Knowledge 

 
 

PHSE/RE  
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Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  
-Know that we live in Bristol, England, UK, Europe. 
-Bristol is located 120 miles west of London and is 
the largest city in the South West of England.  
-Bristol is situated on the River Frome and River 
Avon. 
-Bristol is currently a multi-cultural city of half a 
million residents. 
-Bristol has at least 45 religions, at least 187 
countries of birth and at least 91 languages spoken 
in Bristol. 
-Bath, which was a Roman settlement, is located 12 
miles to the East of the city.  
-Know where the continent North America is (T- 
comparisons made in knowledge content). 
-Know the 8 points of a compass.  
-Know that Bristol has a lot of history including John 
Cabot (explorer – found Newfoundland – the 
Americas), Blackbeard (pirate), Edwards Colston 
(Slave trader and Bristol contributor). 
-A port is where merchandise may be imported, 
sorted or traded and these grew due to long-
distance trade (Y2).  
 
Powerful substantive   
In blue below. 
 

Composites and components  
Composite – What is a settlement? 
RECAP – The location of Bristol, South West of 
England, in the UK, in Europe. North of Africa etc.  

- Know that a human settlement is any form 
of human dwelling, from the smallest house 
to the largest city. They can vary in size form 
very small to extremely large.  

     

Commented [JA2]: this needs to be subject specific prior 
domain knowledge  
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 - There are 3 main types of settlement – 
village (smallest type of settlement – usually 
just a few hundred people living there, 
usually in the country surrounded by farms 
with a few shops, a place of worship and a 
school), a town (larger settlement than a 
village so they need more homes and more 
shops, with some leisure facilities and often 
a town hall, more places of worship and 
mores schools) and a city (largest 
settlement, often with millions of people 
living there, lots of different kinds of homes 
(houses, flats or apartments etc), usually 
have lots of shops, leisure facilities, shops, 
cinemas, museums, places of worship, many 
have a cathedral and lots of schools). 

- There are many reasons why people choose 
to settle somewhere – these are called push 
and pull factors.  

- Push factors are things that are forcing 
people to move away from their original 
settlement – water, drought, natural 
disaster.  

- Pull factors are things that are inviting 
people to move to a new city – near work, 
leisurely life style, closer to friends, family 
for example.  

- Consider the pull factors of Bristol, including 
the job opportunities, good school 
reputations, good locations/travel time to 
other cities (London, Bournemouth, 
Birmingham).  

 
Why did people settle in Bristol? (A history of 
Bristol) 
Components  

Commented [JA3]: all of these components should be in 
knowledge form  
 
know there are 3 main types of settlement  
understand push factors are  
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Teacher note – this is a lot of historical learning but 
it is all to do with the geography (land use and 
settlement) of Bristol. This will then be compared 
with Bristol of today. It is how Bristol became Bristol.  

- The original town was listed in the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle of 1051 as a port trading 
with Ireland. It was called Brigg stow which 
means meeting ‘place at the bridge’ (in old 
Saxon language) became Bristow which 
became Bristol. 

- A bridge was erected across the Avon (Avon 
is Celtic for ‘water’) and was used as a 
meeting place – a village grew up around it. 

- Here the Avon joins the Severn.  
- In the 11th Century, Bristol had a mint 

(where coins are manufactured) so it was a 
place of importance. There will have been a 
weekly market – wool and leather were 
exported from Bristol.  

- In 1066, the population of Bristol was 
around 4,000 – this was a very large and 
important town. The population of Bristol 
now is around 680,000 (2020).  

 
Composite – Travel and trade opportunities within 
Bristol.  
Components  
Teacher note – this is a lot of historical learning but 
it is all to do with the geography (trade) of Bristol. 
This will then be compared with Bristol of today. This 
is discussed in Y2 so please ensure domain 
knowledge is secure to enable schema is developed 
and Velcroed to existing long-term memory.  

- The Bristol Channel has the second highest 
tidal range in the world (12-14m) which has 
always caused problems for ships, breaking 

Commented [JA5]: I like this  
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them and damaging the timbers. 
Consequently, Bristol built ships with the 
finest materials and with the most skilled 
techniques. Sailors would comment on this 
calling it ‘shipshape and Bristol fashion’.  

- Bristol’s strong links with the ocean, and its 
key role in the profitable trade of slavery 
and tobacco, lead to the city’s involvement 
with piracy – this was illegal. Bristol’s most 
famous pirate was Blackbeard (Edward 
Teach) – born near the old harbour. He led a 
reign of terror over the Caribbean Sea and 
the islands that inhabit it.  

- 1494 (late middle ages)– John Cabot made 
his famous voyage to Newfoundland (A 
small island off of North America) where 
fishing began.  

- In the 17th Century, Bristol boomed as new 
colonies were founded in the West Indies 
and North America (find on a map). Bristol 
was well placed to trade because of its 
position in the West – Tobacco was 
imported from N America and sugar from 
the West Indies. Bristol also prospered in the 
glass and shipbuilding industry during this 
time.  

- During the 1700’s Bristol was a big port 
where 10 million slaves were traded as part 
of the trans-Atlantic slave trade where 
people were brought from Africa, to England 
where they were traded and sent to the 
West Indies to work on sugar plantations for 
the British. (Greenfield - Link to Black History 
and Diversity week) 
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- Hannah More wrote on abolition and was a 
vocal advocate of woman joining the anti-
slavery movement.  

- Bristol is a multi-cultural modern well-
developed city with a range of job prospects 
and vast opportunities such as media (BBC 
Bristol), art (Spike Island and Aardman 
Creations), business and banks.  

- Bristol has excellent travel links due to its 
location. Good roads, train line (Temple 
Meads) direct to London and SW, Bristol 
airport with direct flights to 40 other 
countries. 

 
Composite – What is Bristol like today? 
Components  

- Tourism is a major industry in Bristol today. 
- It is the largest city west of London and 

south of Birmingham.  
- During the Victorian era, Bristol docks was 

an industrial area closed to the public 
compared with today where it has loft 
apartments and waterside housing, hotels, 
public squares, leisure functions including 
sailing and a caravan park.  

- Where Bristol has been modernised, the 
harbour side has been renovated using a 
classically shipyard feel – Wapping Wharf.  

- Bristol is in the Top 10 happiest cities to 
work in the UK, voted by the Guardian. 

- Why was Bristol changed from an industrial 
area to one of tourism? – Bristol is still a 
port. 

- Bristol was recognised as a competitor for 
the European Capital of Culture in 2008, and 
won the European Green Capital in 2015. 
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- Bristol was voted Best City to Live in Britain 
in the Sunday Times Best Places to Live 
Guide 2017. 

 
Composite – Is North America a settlement? 
Component 
T – students should already know that North 
America is a continent. 

- North America was discovered by John 
Cabot in 1497 under the commission of 
Henry VII, sailed on the Matthew – with a 
crew of 18. 

- On the search for Asia, John Cabot sighed 
land which he called New-found-land and 
claimed it for Britain. 

- Cabot circus – large shopping centre in 
Bristol – was named after John Cabot. 

- When Britain first arrived in North America 
they ‘colonised’ it – had ownership.  

- Know that we can use the 8 points of a 
compass to demonstrate the expansion of 
this settlement. (T – you could use 
directional language to label a map of N 
America to show expansion). 

- Know that within North America, lots of 
settlements would have been founded 
following one of the earliest settlements in 
Jamestown, St. Augustine, Florida in the late 
1400s.  
 

Composite – Is Bristol a modern city? 
Components  

- What does Bristol have that makes it 
modern? – It has an airport, museums, jobs, 
transport. 
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- Bristol is a diverse city- as of Oct 2019, 22% 
of the population non-white British (2011) 
(12% in 2001), there are 91 different 
languages (Polish, Somalian, Indian, 
Romanian etc), fat least 45 religions 
(Muslim, Sikh) and have people born in over 
180 different countries living here.  

- Talk about #BLM (Black Lives Matter) – 
racism is not modern – to get rid of it would 
be. Tear down of Edward Colston statue – he 
was a slave trader which aided his wealth. 
He did however, put his money into Bristol – 
the school, the hospitals.  

- Know that in the past, transport would be 
primarily foot, horse and cart, boat or train.  

- Understand how a traffic survey works (T - 
carry out a traffic survey of the local area in 
a table – if possible).  

Trips and Visits 
M Shed – 21st Century Bristol (March 2020- Aug 2021) - 
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/whats-on/21st-century-kids-bristol-
through-our-eyes/ 
 
Trip to Bristol Bridge – to explore the local area. What can you see, hear, smell that pulls 
people to settle in Bristol?  
 
Spike Island Museum – Bristol Harbourside. 
 
Trip on the Matthew – this is a reconstructed ship that John Cabot sailed to find 
Newfoundland in 1497.  
 
Where can this take you 
Historian 
Government 
Council 
Farmer 

Hinterland 
 
Useful web links: 
https://visitbristol.co.uk/inspire/all-about-bristol/history - The history 
of Bristol – famous people. 
http://www.localhistories.org/bristol.html - The history of Bristol 
through the ages.  
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/32947/State+of+Bristo
l+-+Key+Facts+2018-19.PDF – 2019 Key Facts about Bristol.  
 

Scaffolding (practical activities) 
 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
This map shows that... so I know that….. 
During my research, I discovered…. 

I can see that …..  

This shows me ….. due to …. 

Although this says this…. I think this…. 

https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/whats-on/21st-century-kids-bristol-through-our-eyes/
https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/whats-on/21st-century-kids-bristol-through-our-eyes/
https://visitbristol.co.uk/inspire/all-about-bristol/history
http://www.localhistories.org/bristol.html
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/32947/State+of+Bristol+-+Key+Facts+2018-19.PDF
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/32947/State+of+Bristol+-+Key+Facts+2018-19.PDF
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Docker 
 
Misconceptions 
A continent is a settlement because people live there.  
Children might get confused between the different types of settlements – town, village, 
city.  
 
Links with Bristol 
The whole topic is linked to Bristol. 

However, ….. 
 
Explain  
This means that... 
……. is true/false because... 
 
Link 
I know ____ because... 
It is clear that... 
 
 
PP   

- Ensure they have the domain knowledge by teaching a recap 
lesson at the beginning of the topic.  

- If gaps are found – find ways of incorporating these into later 
lessons.  

 
EAL  

- Imagery to support learning – key words explained through 
images displayed on board – push, pull, settlement, for 
example – you will know what words your children struggle 
with. 

- Relevant links to their countries made – did they, or their 
parents, come from a village, town or city? 

 
Extension for experts  
Thinking about Bristol and Bath, what are the key features that push 
and pull people to settle there.  
 
Dual coding 
More visual and listening. 

Little text on slides, mainly images. 

Commented [JA6]: deepening  
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This is a clear way of explaining different settlements – depending on 
your class you could amend it to focus on just village, town and city 
(differentiate).  

 
Why places might be desirable places to settle.  
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Year group: 
6 
 
T3/4 

Topic Title:  
Are humans making natural disasters more disastrous?  

Cohesion- Text links 
Escape from Pompeii – Christina Balit 

Earth Shattering Events – Sophie Williams and Robin 
Jacobs 

National 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

NC – describe and understand key aspects of:  

• Physical geography, including: mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes. 

• Human geography, including: different types of settlement and land use. 

 

Concepts  

• Settlements – Pompei 

• Earthquakes – Christchurch human impact overpopulation – Tsunami (Indian ocean 2004) and earthquake in UK – no damage.  

• Hurricanes, tornados – America – climate change – inequality in social standing  

• Current/ china/America / Africa  

  

Compare to Bristol floods 

 

Good answer – Yes because if a disaster is linked with increased human population/settlement, then more damage will be caused by a single event than if it 

was in a smaller settlement.  

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 
 
What is a 
natural 
disaster? 
 
Name the 
different 
types of 
natural 
disasters. 
 

Geography vocab 

• Settlement 

• Hurricane 

• Cyclone 

• Tornado 

• Climate change 

• Disruption 

• Disaster 

• Tectonic plates 

• Volcano 

• Magma 

• Earthquakes 

• Earth’s core 

• Pompeii 

• Map 

• Continents 

• Countries 

• Major cities 

• United Kingdom 

Computin
g vocab 

Music vocab  PHSE/RE Key people / places / policies 
 
 
Pompeii 
 
Florida 
 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 
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What impact 
do humans 
have on the 
environment
? – link to 
land use. 
 
When was 
the last 
natural 
disaster in 
the UK? 
 
How do 
natural 
disasters 
impact 
human 
settlements? 
 

• Human characteristics 

• Physical characteristics 

•  Hills 

• Mountains 

• Coasts 

• Equator 

• Norther and Southern Hemisphere 

• Climate zone 

• Monsoon (rain season) 

• Water cycles 

• Flooding  

• Land use  

• Atlas 

• Globe 

• Grid reference 

• Compass 

• Subduction zone 

• Destruction zone 
 
  
Geography Knowledge Computin

g 
Knowledg
e  

Music 
Knowledge 

 PHSE/RE 
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Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge 
Teacher note – children should have covered volcanoes, and 
therefore plate movements, in Y3. 
- Know that a volcano is a rupture in the crust of a mass object, 
such as the earth. This allows hot lava, volcanic ash and gases to 
escape from a magma chamber below the surface. It is caused 
by tectonic activity – either divergent, convergent. 
- Know that hurricane and tornado and cyclone are the same 
natural phenomenon and they are rapidly rotating storm 
system that is characterised by a low-pressure centre. They 
produce strong wind and appears as a spiral arrangement that 
produces heavy rain.  
- Know that a human settlement is any form of human dwelling, 
from the smallest house to the largest city. They can vary in size 
form very small to extremely large.  
- Know that a disaster is a serious disruption occurring over a 
short or long period of time that causes widespread human, 
material, economic or environmental loss which exceeds the 
ability of the affected community or society to cope using its 
own resources.  
 
 Powerful substantive 
See blue text below   
Discuss if these events would be so disastrous if people weren’t 
in the picture. A disaster is only a disaster if it causes 
destruction to humans and human infrastructure. 

 

 
Composite – What are the different types of natural disasters? 
Components 

- Know that a disaster is a serious disruption occurring 
over a short or long period of time that causes 
widespread human, material, economic or 
environmental loss which exceeds the ability of the 
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 affected community or society to cope using its own 
resources.  

- Know that floods, earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, 
tsunami, hurricane are natural disasters.  

- Did you know, that due to Bristol’s high tides, the city 
suffered a tsunami in 1607.  

 
Composite – VOLCANO CASE STUDY: Pompeii.  
Can the effects of the eruption in 79AD be avoided in the next 
eruption? 
Components 

- Using a map locate Mt Vesuvius and Italy.  
- Mt Vesuvius is an ACTIVE volcano.  
- Pompeii was a city in Italy during the early Roman 

Empire.  
- Know that the eruption was caused by the African plate 

subsiding under the Eurasian plate. 
- Know that there were warning signs (earthquake and 

drying up of local springs) but they had little knowledge 
of this.  

- Pyroclastic flow was pouring down the side of the 
volcano.  

- Know that the effects were catastrophic – Pompeii was 
buried.  

- Local trade stopped.  
- Today – plenty of mitigation is in place, hazard zones, 

24-hour monitoring, evacuation plans and education. 
- Make a comparison between an eruption of Mt 

Vesuvius in 79AD and now. Would the effects be just as 
disastrous? Yes – homes would be damaged. No – 
warning signs so lives would be saved due to 
evacuation.  

Composite – EARTHQUAKE CASE STUDY: Christchurch, New 
Zealand.  
Has the architecture in Christchurch been specifically designed 
with earthquakes in mind? 
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Components 
- Using a map locate Christchurch, New Zealand. 
- New Zealand, is located on a destructive plate 

boundary between the Australian and Pacific plates – 
friction builds up and the release of this pressure is the 
earthquake.  

- The epicentre of the earthquake was 10km away from 
Christchurch (really close), the focus was only 5km 
beneath the earths surface AND it measured 6.3 on the 
Richter Scale.  

- Know the social, economic and environmental impact 
of the earthquake (Case Study) 

- Know the responses to the earthquake (Case Study) 
- If New Zealand didn’t have appropriate measures in 

place (EG building codes and regulations) would the 
earthquake have been more disastrous? Potentially, 
because more buildings would have collapsed which 
would have also resulted in more debris to clear and a 
slower response and clear up. 

- If the earthquake happened at a different time of day, 
would the earthquake have been more disastrous? No, 
if it happened at night time the busy buildings would be 
empty and so the effect would have been smaller.  

 
Composite – HURRICANE CASE STUDY: Katrina 2005.  
Could the government have supported areas of deprivation 
more during this natural disaster? 
Components 

- Using a map locate the countries in the west of the 
USA.   

- Know that hurricane, tornado and cyclone are the same 
natural phenomenon and they are rapidly rotating 
storm system that is characterised by a low-pressure 
centre. They produce strong wind and appears as a 
spiral arrangement that produces heavy rain. 

- Hurricane Katrina hit west USA in August 2005. 
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- Know that it reached Category 5. 
- Know the social, economic and environmental impact 

of the hurricane (Case Study) 
- Know the responses to the hurricane (Case Study) 
-  The government were criticised on their response to 

the hurricane and how slow it was.  
 
Discuss if these events would be so disastrous if people weren’t 
in the picture. A disaster is only a disaster if it causes 
destruction to humans and human infrastructure.  

Trips and Visits 
Trip to Weston to see flood defences – sea wall, promenade.  
 
Architect to come in and plans to consider when building big buildings in areas prone to 
natural disasters.  
 
WOW EVENT – school earthquake warning/programme/evacuation – hiding under tables, 
doorways. Compare with our fire alarm and lockdown.  
 
Where can this take you 
- Volcanologist 
- Scientist 
- Architect  
- Teacher / lecturer 
- Geographer 
- Museum  
- Town planning 
 
Misconceptions 
Misconceptions may arise from Y3 when they learn about volcanoes – might remember the 
features incorrectly – so address this as a recap at the start of the lesson.  
 
Links with Bristol 
Bristol, England, UK is not located on a plate boundary which means there is little chance of 
volcano’s appearing or earthquakes.  

Hinterland 
 
Useful web links: 
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/what-happened-
bristol-hit-tsunami-3659686 - Tsunami in Bristol in 1607.  
https://www.sutori.com/story/case-study-of-mt-vesuvius--
6K4icQqfEpaXfFNivBjCZHXQ - Pompeii case study 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwws6yc/revision/4 - 
Hurricane Katrina case study 
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/hurricane-katrina-case-
study/ - Hurricane Katrina info  
 
Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
I can see that …..  

This shows me ….. due to …. 

Although this says this…. I think this…. 

However, ….. 
 
Explain  
This shows me … whereas… 

 
Link 
I know ____ because... 
It is clear that... 
 
 

https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/what-happened-bristol-hit-tsunami-3659686
https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/what-happened-bristol-hit-tsunami-3659686
https://www.sutori.com/story/case-study-of-mt-vesuvius--6K4icQqfEpaXfFNivBjCZHXQ
https://www.sutori.com/story/case-study-of-mt-vesuvius--6K4icQqfEpaXfFNivBjCZHXQ
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zwws6yc/revision/4
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/hurricane-katrina-case-study/
https://www.internetgeography.net/topics/hurricane-katrina-case-study/
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We have been experiencing more extreme weather – storms – but hurricanes are on a larger 
scale. 

 
PP   

- Ensure they have the domain knowledge by teaching a recap 
lesson at the beginning of the topic.  

- If gaps are found – find ways of incorporating these into 
later lessons.  

 
EAL  

- Imagery to support learning. 
- Relevant links to their countries made.  
- Discuss migration to different continents. 

 
Extension for experts  

• Research the environmental impacts of a super volcano. 
• How would climate change affect the frequency of natural 

disasters? 
• How can we work together to better predict earthquakes? 

 
Dual coding 
More visual and listening. 

Little text on slides, mainly images. 

 
Recap the formation of a volcano.  
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Recap what the earth is made from. 

 
Image to explain the features of an earthquake proof building. 
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Map showing the evacuation zones of Mt Vesuvius today. 
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Year group: 
6 
 
T5/6 

Topic Title:  
Do indigenous cultures fit into a modern world?  
 

NOT FINISHED 

Cohesion- Text links 
Owls See Clearly At Night – Julie Flett 

The Thundermaker – Alan Syliboy 
International 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

NC –  
Concepts  

• Australian aboriginal settlements  

• Prejudices towards aboriginals  

• Still very rural  

• Comparing to modern settlements  

• Distribution of resources 

• Land sustained by life  

• Comparing to British communes  

• ;local allotments  

  

  

Indigenous people of the Amazon Rainforest 

Indigenous people of Australia.  

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 
What is an 
indigenous 
settlement? 
 
Where are 
indigenous 
settlements 
located? 
 
 

Geography vocab 

Settlement 
Modern 
Culture  
Political  
Indigenous 
Ethnic 

Native  

Prejudices 

Rural 

Allotments 

Local 

Distribution 

Resources 

Aboriginal 

Continents 

Comparison  

Similar 

Computing
vocab 

Music vocab  PHSE/RE Key people / places / 
policies 
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 Different 

Heritage  
Geography Knowledge Computing 

Knowledge  
Music 
Knowledge 

 PHSE/RE 
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Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  
-Know that a human settlement is any form of human dwelling, from 
the smallest house to the largest city. They can vary in size form very 
small to extremely large.  
- Know that a ‘modern’ is defined as the present and ‘world’ is 
defined as all the people who live on the planet.   
- Know that indigenous refers to people or objects native to a certain 
region or environment.  
 
Powerful substantive   

In blue below. 
 

Composites and components  
Composite – What is an indigenous settlement? 
Component 

- Know that indigenous cultures are those ethnic groups that 
were indigenous to a territory prior to it being incorporated 
into a national state, and who are politically and culturally 
separate from the majority of ethnic identity of the state 
that they are part of.  

- Newfoundland (discovered by John Cabot in 1497) had been 
long settled by indigenous people of the Dorset culture – the 
Paleo-Eskimo people, settled there about 4000 years ago. 
They arrived before sea level rise and mass tectonic 
movement when there was a land bridge between North 
America and Russia. Link back to Pangea (super continent 
before all continents broke off – the continents fit together 
like a jigsaw piece). 

- Compare and explain how their life would be different if 
they were from an indigenous settlement.  

 
Composite – How do the Australian aboriginals compare with 
Bristol? 
Component  

•       
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 - Know that Aboriginal Australians are ‘Australia’s first people 
and the oldest population of humans living outside of Africa’ 
(National Geographic, 2019). 

- Most Aboriginal Australian’s did not have full citizenship or 
voting rights until 1965.  

- Today, about 3% of Australia’s population has Aboriginal 
heritage. They are fighting to retain their ancient culture and 
recognition from the Australian government.  

- In 2017, the governments in Australia were trying to ‘close’ 
the rural aboriginal communities with moving them into an 
urban concentration as a preferred model of housing – 
replacing their communities with upscaled ‘super towns’.  

- Compare the indigenous settlement with Bristol culture. T 
note – do a Venn diagram or table to make comparisons and 
bring together knowledge that they have learned about 
indigenous cultures.   

Composite – Do indigenous people support distribution of 
resources? 
Component  

- Indigenous people have been recognised as groups of 
people by governments but it is clear in some countries want 
that land.  

- In emergency circumstances there has been evidence of land 
evictions and forced relocations due to a need of resources. 
Governments force them to share their resources.  

- This has been an ongoing battle with some indigenous 
communities.  

- Some countries work alongside indigenous communities (EG 
central American communities - land) whereas some 
countries do not (EG African tribes - land). This could be 
because of a poorer government. 

- How are indigenous people viewed by society? Indigenous 
people have expressed that they do not like to be labelled as 
poor because of its negative and discriminatory 
connotations.  
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- In some cases, this discrimination has caused a force of 
natural resources and indigenous knowledge to be shared.  
 

How do British communities compare with indigenous 
communities? 

- British communities are encouraged to pay taxes whereby 
the British Government use this funding to distribute 
resources as they see fit.  

- Indigenous communities obtain land and make use of 
resources that they can acquire – they’re self-sustainable.  

- British communities have access to NHS and emergency 
services if required; however, some indigenous communities 
provide healthcare within their community – including 
herbal remedies.  

- British communities are encouraged to gain qualifications 
and work in a job that these qualifications allow whereas 
some indigenous communities spend the vast part of their 
adult life farming and obtaining self-sufficient resources.  

- British people tend to have smaller families with 2-4 
children, whereas indigenous families have 4-6 children.  

- Indigenous communities have larger families to support with 
farming, childcare and making money – also there is a high 
mortality rate.  

- Show comparison data as a bar model – EG population of 
Bristol Vs an indigenous population. 

- Write a news report from a news reporter who has visited 
and spent some time in an indigenous community.  

 

Trips and Visits 
Get someone in to talk about indigenous tribes? 
 
http://www.indigenouspeople.org.uk/education-main/ - tours of traditional music and dance 
groups. From Cornwall. 
 
Where can this take you 
Researcher 

Hinterland 
  
Useful web links: 
https://www.nps.gov/bela/learn/historyculture/the-bering-land-
bridge-theory.htm - Bering Land Bridge 
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/2019/02/aboriginal-
australians - National Geographic on Aboriginal Australians.  

http://www.indigenouspeople.org.uk/education-main/
https://www.nps.gov/bela/learn/historyculture/the-bering-land-bridge-theory.htm
https://www.nps.gov/bela/learn/historyculture/the-bering-land-bridge-theory.htm
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/2019/02/aboriginal-australians
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/2019/02/aboriginal-australians
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Aboriginal  
 
 
Misconceptions 
Although aboriginal people ‘roam free’ they are still subject to the same social security laws.  
 
Bristol links 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2014/sep/23/indigenous-people-crisis-land-resources 
- indigenous people and the crisis over land and resources.  
 

Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
I know that …….. because ….. 
…… shows this ….. I know because …… 
 
Explain 
This is how a river ……. I know this because …… 
 
 
Link 
This is how I know ….. 
The comparison between ….. and ….. shows us ……… 
 

PP 
- Ensure they have the domain knowledge by teaching a 

recap lesson at the beginning of the topic.  
- If gaps are found – find ways of incorporating these into 

later lessons. 
 
EAL  

- Imagery to support learning. 
- Relevant links to their countries made.  
- Discuss multicultural nature of Bristol.  
- Consistent terminology  

 
Extension for experts  
Name other large rivers around the world. How are they similar, 
how are they different to the Ganges? 
 
 
Dual coding 
Play with mud and water. 
Images on display and talk through – EG features of a river.  
Images of Indians using river.  

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/sep/23/indigenous-people-crisis-land-resources
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2014/sep/23/indigenous-people-crisis-land-resources
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Make/recreate a river – feel flow of water.  
 

 


