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Year group: 2 
 
T1/2 

Topic Title:  

Powerful empire or breeding ground for 
disease? - Victorians  

Cohesion- Text links 
Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

You Wouldn't Want to Be a Victorian Schoolchild by John Malam  
 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

• Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.  

• Lives of significant individuals who have contributed to national and international achievements (Queen Victoria, Brunel, Elizabeth Blackwell 

(first woman to qualify as a Dr). 

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 
What is an 
empire? 
 
What made 
the Victorians 
an empire? 
What was life 
like in a work 
house, 
especially for 
children? 
 
What would 
be different 
in my house if 
I was 
Victorian? 
 

History vocab:  

•    Nurses  

•    Disease  

•    Empire  

•    Source  

•    Reliable   

•    Work house  

•    Child labour  

•    Victorians  

•    PPE – Personal Protective Equipment.  

•    Monarchy  

•    Plastic gloves  

•    Cross-contamination   

•    Hygiene   

•   Sewage 

•    Florence Nightingale  

•    Joseph Lister  

•    Queen Victoria  

•    Prince Albert.  

•    Workhouse 

•    Disease  

•    Covid-19  

•    Antisceptic  

•    Small pox  

DT vocab 
Fruit 
Vegetable 
Chop 
Cut 
Seed 
Knife 
Spoon  
Fork 
Diet 
Carbohydrates 
Dairy 
Protein 
Fat 
Sugar 
Hygiene  
Plan 
Climate 
Weather 
 
 

Music vocab Art vocab 
Draw 
Light  
Dark 
Shade  
Hatch 
Stipple (pencil) 
sketch 
Shadow 
Medium 
Form 
Features 
Observations 
Still life 
Stencil 
Relief printing 
Stipple (paint 
brush) 
 
 
 

MFL vocab Key 
people/figures 
 
Banksy  

 
Banksy is an 
anonymous 
Bristolian, 
England-based 
street artist, 
vandal, 
political 
activist, and 
film director, 
active since 
the 1990s. His 
satirical street 
art and 
subversive 
epigrams 
combine dark 

Commented [JA2]: Music is in term 2 so this does not 
need to be here  
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Are there still 
children 
across the 
globe 
living/working 
like the 
Victorians 
did? 
How did 
medical 
practice 
change 
because of 
the 
Victorians? – 
Anaesthetic 
and antiseptic 
substances 
developed 
and used 
during the 
Victorian 
times.  
 
Who was 
Florence 
Nightingale? 
(link to Covid 
Nightingale 
hospitals). 
 
What were 
the new 
different 
types of 

•    Cholera humour with 
graffiti 
executed in a 
distinctive 
stencilling 
technique. 
Joseph Lister – 
insisted that 
surgeons wore 
gloves (link to 
Covid). 

 
British surgeon 
and a pioneer 
of anti-sceptic 
surgery. Most 
influential 
with regards 
to gloves being 
worn during 
surgery. 
 
Queen 
Victoria 

History Knowledge DT Knowledge  Music  Art MFL 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  
-Know that I live in Bristol 
-Know that developments consistently 
happen in society for example BLM 
movement, LGBTQ+ protests/marches, 
NHS protests (funding). In the past, 
gloves being introduced by Lister linked 
to PPE introduced because of Covid-19. 
-Understand the significance of how local 
events can change national way of living.  
-The Victorian Era was from 1837-1901. 
 
Powerful substantive   
-Know that children across the globe are 
still working in similar conditions to a 
work house. Because when you compare 
with Africa/India for example, they still 
have workhouse - ‘sweat shops’ still exist 
and are an example of modern 
workhouses where people are over 
worked and under paid. 
-How did the lessons taught by Lister 
many years ago positively impact on the 
treatment of Covid and prevention? - By 
introducing masks and gloves during 
surgery, he impacted the treatment of 
Covid-19 by ensuring that medical staff 
are well protected by PPE (explain term). 

 
Composites and components  

 
 
Domain Knowledge 
I know the difference 
between a fruit and 
vegetable 
I know the 5 food groups 
I know what a that a 
balanced diet means eating 
the correct selection of food 
groups 
I know how to use a knife 
safely 
I know I need to use a knife 
for cutting 
 
Powerful substantive   
To know that climate and 
water affects what food 
people can grow 
To know that culture and 
lifestyle can affect food 
choice 
To know that climate can 
affect people's food choices 
 
Composites and 
components: 
What makes a balanced 
diet? 
 

  
Domain Knowledge 
I can name some 
famous artists. 
I know how to use a 
pencil to draw. 
I know how to 
make various marks 
with a pencil to 
create different 
effects 
I know what a 
sketch means. 
I know what an 

observational 

drawing is. 

I know what a still 

life.  

 
Powerful 
Substantive 
To know who 
Banksy is and to 
know he is a Bristol 
artist. 
To know he uses 
street art to express 
views and ideas. 
To know that a 
stencil is a means of 
creating a bold 
image.   
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hospitals that 
the Victorians 
introduced? 

 
When was the Victorian Empire? 
-Know that the Victorian period was from 
1837-1901.  
-Know that an empire is a large group of 
countries ruled by one monarch. 
-Know that a monarch's reign starts 
when they are crowned and usually ends 
when they die. 
 
What impact did the Victorians have on 
our country today?  
-At the start of Queen Victoria’s reign, 
medicines were based on beliefs and not 
scientific knowledge. Pharmacy’s could 
be opened by anyone so there was huge 
potential for things to go wrong.  
-Scientists, doctors and pharmacists were 
all making discoveries which would help 
change the world of medicine.  
-An introduction to key Victorians who 
impacted on today – Brunel, Nightingale, 
Lister, Queen Victoria. 
-Know that poor men, women and 
children worked in workhouses. 
-During the Victorian era steam trains 
were developed making it easier to travel 
(Brunel line from Bristol Temple Meads 
to London Paddington as one example).  
-During the Victorian era telephones 
were invented by Alexander G. Bell in 
1876 which allowed us to communicate 
over long a distance easily.  
-During the Victorian era the Morse code 
was invented by Samuel Morse in 1844 

What should we include in a 
balanced diet? 
 
To know the 5 food groups 
are:  Carbohydrates, Dairy,  
Protein, Fat, Sugar 
To know why our body, need 
those food groups 
To know what balanced 
means 
To know what a balanced 
meal contains 
To be able to sort food into 
their food groups and say 
what they like  
 
What do we need to include 
in a meal plan? 
To know what a plan is and 
how we use it 
To know that when planning 
we think ahead and record 
what we will need to get and 
do to fulfil the plan 
To know what tools are 
needed 
To know what foods will be 
needed to make a ‘balanced 
sandwich/wrap’ 
 
To be able to follow a plan to 
make a ‘balanced 
sandwich/wrap’ 
To know how to follow a plan 
step by step 

 
Composites and 
components: 
Should art work 
only be displayed 
in galleries? 
 
Who is Banksy? 
 
To know that 
Banksy is an 
anonymous 
Bristolian street 
artist. 
To know what 
Graffiti means and 
the pros and cons. 
To know that 
Banksy is a political 
activist. 
To know that 
Banksy uses stencils 
and spray paint to 
create his art work. 
To know that 
graffiti artists use 
spray paints as they 
are quick and 
portable. 
 
How can a create 
an image in pencil? 
 

 
Reigned 1819 
– 1901. 
Married to 
Prince Albert.  
Empress of 
India  
Prince Albert 

 
Husband of 
Queen 
Victoria. 9 
children. 
Connected to 
many of 
Europe's ruling 
monarchs.  
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whereby sounds were used as a code to 
communicate.  
-Know that different sources tell us about 
the past; for example, photos, painting, 
newspaper reports, artefacts.   
-State if sources are reliable or not and 
why.  
-Know that children across the globe are 
still working in similar conditions to a 
work house. Because when you compare 
with Africa/India for example, they still 
have workhouse - ‘sweat shops’ still exist 
and are an example of modern 
workhouses where people are made to 
work for long periods of time for very 
little money.  
 
Why was disease and illness so common 
during the Victorian era? 
-During the Victorian era many diseases 
were common including cholera, typhoid, 
smallpox, scarlet fever and measles, 
mumps and rubella.  
-Cholera – can cause dehydration and in 
worst cases, death. It is caused by a bug 
(bacteria) which contaminated the water 
which people were eating and drinking. 
-Cholera arrived in 1831 and lead to the 
death of tens of thousands of people. 
London had an ever-growing population 
due to the Industrial Revolution which 
resulted in human waste piled up in 
courtyards and overflowed into the 
gutters and waterways. 

To use select and use a knife 
appropriately for spreading 
To know the technique of 
spreading 
To use select and use a knife 
appropriately for chopping 
To know how to cut safely 
 
 
Possible book links-  

Sam’s Sandwich – David 

Pelham 

The Lighthouse Keepers 
Picnic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To know what an 
observational 
drawing is. 
To use pencil to 
sketch the human 
form. 
To know how to use 
a pencil to create 
light and dark. 
To know how light 
and dark in an 
image can affect 
mood. 
 
How can I make a 
stencil? 
 
I know how to use 
previous work to 
create a bold 
outline for a stencil. 
I know that the 
image has to be cut 
out of card board to 
create the stencil. 
I know how to 
stipple with dry 
paint brush to 
create a spray 
effect. 
 
How can I create an 
image with the 
stencil and evaluate 
it? 
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-It was originally thought that Cholera 
was spread by air but John Snow 
proposed (1849) that it was transmitted 
by water – this was not accepted until 
the third outbreak when he had evidence 
from Broad Street, Soho, London. 
-This prompted the introduction of better 
hygiene and sewage systems. – The Great 
Stink in the summer of 1858 was when 
work began.  
-Typhoid – incredibly common during the 
Victorian era and was caused through 
poor sanitation and large display of 
Salmonella.  
- Typhoid was spread by body lice and 
dirty conditions prevalent during the 
Victorian Era.  
-We can still get these today, but they 
are much less common- smallpox 
eradicated.  
-It was much easier to get sick during the 
Victorian era due to lack of hygiene, poor 
sanitation and limited access to clean 
water.  
-People used to bathe in the River 
Thames and also drink from it. 
-Understand that artefacts discovered 
from that time period helps us 
understand what it was like back then.  
 
Who had a key part to play on health 
care development during the Victorian 
era? 
-Florence Nightingale (Next topic will 
focus on Florence Nightingale) and 

I know how to use 
the stencil to create 
an image. 
I know how to apply 
paint in various 
ways to create 
different effects. 
I know how to 
explain preference 
and alter a 
plan/work as 
needed. 
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Joseph Lister introduced new ways of 
working within the medical sector. 
-Joseph Lister improved the survival rate 
from surgery in the UK by introducing 
surgical gloves and maintaining hygiene 
standards.  
-John Snow discovered that Cholera 
(outbreak in London 1854) was not 
spread by miasmas (poisonous vapours in 
the air) but through contaminated water 
from a pump in Soho. This led to the 
government working hard to set up 
separate water systems for sewage and 
drinking water (provide clean water for 
public consumption and create rubbish 
removal systems for increased hygiene in 
urban areas).  
-Mary Seacole heard that Florence 
Nightingale wanted nurses to help during 
the Crimean war but, because of the 
colour of her skin, Seacole was refused a 
job. So, she bought her own boat ticked 
and travelled to Crimea where she set up 
a ‘hotel’ to look after wounded and she 
was celebrated for her hard work. When 
she got back to England, she lived a poor 
life where she was ‘forgotten’. Later, she 
met a reporter, who had written a 
newspaper report on her work during the 
Crimean war, rediscovered her and 
raised a lot of money to help her 
continue her work here in England. 
-How did the lessons taught by Lister 
many years ago positively impact on the 
treatment of Covid and prevention? - By 
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introducing masks and gloves during 
surgery, he impacted the treatment of 
Covid-19 by ensuring that medical staff 
are well protected by PPE (explain term). 
 
- Weigh up the facts – inventions and 
empire vs medical diseases and 
advances.  

Trips and Visits 
SS Great Britain – Golden Ticket? A workshop on Brunel where children can experience 
first-hand what it was like to live in the Victorian times (‘make’ a boat and dress up).  
 
Victorian WOW Day at school – dress up and experience life as a Victorian child. Change 
the food, games, lessons etc. 
 
Where can this take you 
Engineering 
Design 
Fabrication work 
Scientist 
Historian 
Architect 
Nurse or Doctor 
Researcher/lab technician   
Waste disposal person – council 
Bristol Water 
 
Bristol Links 
Bristol has lots of different hospitals – Southmead, BRI, Children’s Hospital.  
Bristol has strong links with London, including transport – Brunel train from Temple 
Meads to Paddington.  
 
Misconceptions 
Being able to pronounce the words and link them with the correct disease symptoms. 

Hinterland 
 
Useful web links: 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Florence-Nightingale 
Florence Nightingale 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcjxhyc - BBC Bitesize on Victorians – 
It is KS2, so select information appropriately.  
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/history-unit-of-work-the-
victorians-year-2-6326340 - Have to download teacher pack.  
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/lessons-the-victorians - Lots 
of different resources for different ages – choose appropriate.  
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/victorian-era - Good ideas 
for resources.  
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-47750425 - 
Victorian Workhouse first hand new report.  
 
http://www.simplehistory.co.uk/time-travel/victorian-medicine/ - Victorian 
medicine 
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/cholera-
victorian-london - Cholera information during the Victorian Era.  
 
Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
This evidence suggests... 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Florence-Nightingale
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcjxhyc
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/history-unit-of-work-the-victorians-year-2-6326340
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/history-unit-of-work-the-victorians-year-2-6326340
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/categories/lessons-the-victorians
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/victorian-era
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-nottinghamshire-47750425
http://www.simplehistory.co.uk/time-travel/victorian-medicine/
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/cholera-victorian-london
https://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/objects-and-stories/medicine/cholera-victorian-london
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Washing your hands kills all diseases. 
Hospitals will always be able to make you feel better.  
All nurses are female and all Drs are male. 

I found out that... 
 
Explain  
This is true/false because... 
This illustrates that... 
 
Link-  

I know this because.. 
It is clear that... 
I believe this because... 
I agree/disagree... 
 
PP 
Deploy intervention appropriately to ensure domain knowledge is 
understood – EG pre-teach. 
Introduction workshop to try on PPE. 
Consistent vocabulary. 
Post video and KO onto the school Facebook/Seesaw to increase 
engagement.  
 
EAL 
Imagery to support learning – images of different people and bacteria.  
Discuss multicultural nature of Bristol. 
Word banks used for key people and key vocabulary (diseases).  
 
Extension for experts  
Research how the Victorian empire has affected modern day changes.  
Design a Victorian style bridge and explain choices and why/how it works.  
What became a popular holiday choice during the Victorian times? 
 
Dual coding 
Pictures of key people or significant changes (hospitals and gloves) 
prompting discussion. Get some surgical/latex/plastic gloves.  
WOW day or looking at work houses – taste and smell different Victorian 
foods and explain the purpose.  



Year 2 History - Health 

   
 

 
Links to cholera, typhoid (COVID-19) and staying clean.  

 

  

Commented [JA26]: This looks good  
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Year group: 
2 
 
T3/4 

Topic Title:  

The beginning of nursing?  
Cohesion- Text links 

Hoorah for Mary Seacole 
The Life of Florence Nightingale 

Please Help, Miss Nightingale 
Mary Seacole? 

The Wonderful Adventure of Mary Seacole in Many Lands. - Mary Seacole Autobiography 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

• The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national/international achievements. 

 
Key 

Questions 

  
 Florence 

Nightingale, 

nurse or 

overseer of 

change? 

 

  

Core 

knowledge 

Assessment  

  

1) Who was 

Florence 

Nightingale? 

  

2)How did 

Florence 

Nightingale 

change the 

world of 

nursing? 

History vocab 

• Nurse 

• Florence Nightingale 

• Crimean War 

• Victorian period 

• Mary Seacole 

• Famous 

• Significant 

• Nationally 

• Locally 

• Allies 

• Influential 

• Medicine  

• Cholera 

• Typhoid 

• Typhus 

• Disease  

• Cross-contamination 

• Political 

• Revolutionised  

• Contagious 

• Infection 

• Isolating 

• Quarantine  

• Front line 

DT vocab Music vocab Art vocab MFL vocab Key people/figures 
 
Florence Nightingale (Lady with 
the Lamp) 

 
Renound as the founder of modern 
nursing. She is most famous for the 
care that she organised for 
wounded soldiers. Originally born 
in Italy, moved to London where 
she died.  
 

Mary Seacole 

 
 

(Princess Campbell- Jamaican nurse 

in Bristol - another figure that could 

be explored) 
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3) Who was 

Mary 

Seacole and 

what impact 

did she have 

in the 

Crimea War? 

• Trenches 

• Hospital 

• Justice 

• Race 

• Politics 

• Gender 
 

History Knowledge DT 
Knowledge  

Music  Art MFL 
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4) Is Mary 

Seacole 

remembered 

as much as 

Florence 

Nightingale? 

Why/why 

not? 

 

5) Can you 

describe 

what a 

hospital in 

Victorian 

times might 

look like in 

comparison 

to a hospital 

now? 

  

6) How do 

you think 

both nurses 

felt going 

against the 

convention? 

This 

question 

should touch 

on - (race, 

gender, 

rights) 

Core, powerful, substantive, 

disciplinary 

 
Domain Knowledge 

• Know that the Victorian 
era was between 1837- 
1901 

• Know that the 1800s is 
also known as the 19th 
century 

• Know that Florence 
Nightingale is a famous 
British nurse 

• Know that Mary Seacole 
is a famous Jamaican 
nurse 

• Know what a nurse 
is/does 

• Know what a hospital is 
and does - Give an 
example of Southmead 
Hospital and the BRI 

• Know what a war is and 
why countries fight 
against each other 

• Know that there have 
been many smaller wars 
throughout history other 
than WW1 and WW2 – 
Crimean War 

  
Powerful substantive   

• Florence Nightingale was 
a woman of influence 

•      
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7) Why were 

both nurses 

so significant 

in the 

Victorian 

era? This 

question 

should touch 

on - (race, 

gender, 

rights) 

  

8) How did 

Florence 

Nightingale’s 

impact 

nursing 

today 

  

9) What was 

life like in 

Scutari 

hospital 

before 

Florence 

arrived? 

 

10) What 

were 

hospitals like 

in the 

Victorian era 

• Florence Nightingale 
changed political and 
medical opinion through 
nursing  

• Revolutionised the 
working practice within 
hospitals to ensure 
reduced risk of cross-
contamination  

• Hospitals wouldn’t be as 
it is today without her. 

• Florence Nightingale has 
been remembered for 
over 200 years for her 
incredible work in the 
nursing world. 

   

Who was Florence Nightingale? 

•  Know when Florence 

Nightingale was alive 

and where she fits on 

the timeline – 12th May 

1820 – 13th August 1910 

• Know that she lived in 
the Victorian era - 1837 
– 1901 

• Know that she was born 
in Florence, Italy, which 
is how she got her name.  

• Know that she grew up 
in Hampshire, England 
and was educated by her 
father who taught her 
things most girls 
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compared to 

now? 

 

wouldn’t have learned at 
that time – Latin, maths, 
philosophy and history. 

• Know that her parents 
didn’t want her to 
become a nurse because 
they thought it wasn’t a 
proper job for someone 
as wealthy and well-
educated as Florence 
and know how this 
thinking has changed 

• To Know that FN became 
a nursing student in 
1844 in Germany 
(against her parent’s 
wishes). 

• Know that FN took a 
nursing job in 1950s in 
England and made it her 
mission to improve 
hygiene practices to 
lower the death rate at 
the hospital. 

• Know that she served as 
a nurse during the 
Crimean war. 

• To know the Crimean 
war was fought between 
1853-1856.  

• To know it was fought in 
the Crimea (an area in 
the south of Russia at 
the time, now part of 
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 Ukraine) for control of 
the Ottoman Empire 

• To know that Britain, 
France and Turkey were 
fighting against Russia 

• Know that Florence 
suffered from illnesses 
that kept her in bed for 
nearly half her life  

• Know that she became 
permanently blind in 
1901.  

• Know that International 
Nurses Day is celebrated 
every year on 12 May, 
Florence Nightingale’s 
birthday 

 
What were hospitals and 
medicine like in the Victorian 
era in comparison to now? 

• To know that the most 
common illnesses in the 
Victorian era were 
smallpox, scarlet fever, 
measles, cholera, 
typhoid, tuberculosis 

• To know that the 
reasons for being ill in 
the Victorian era was 
blamed on ‘diseased 
parents’, night air, 
sedentary habits, anger, 
wet feet and abrupt 
changes of temperature 
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• To know that in Victorian 
era there was a limited 
range of medicine. 
Treatments relied 
heavily on a ‘change of 
air’ (location ie coast), 
traditional remedy 
(bleeding by cup/leech) 
and the power of prayer.  

• To know that there are 
now vaccinations and 
medication for all 
illnesses suffered in the 
Victorian Era. More and 
more treatment is made 
every year to help those 
who are sick 

• To recognise the 
difference between 
hygiene, health and 
sanitation in hospitals 
today and in the 
Victorian era 

• To compare Southmead 
Hospital with Scrutari 
hospital 

• To know that Scrutari 
was in Turkey and that 
soldiers were being 
neglected as hospitals 
were understaffed, 
lacked sufficient medical 
attention, had appalling 
unsanitary and 
inhumane conditions. 
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• To know that hospitals 
were overcrowded and 
to deal with that they 
stuck in more beds 

• To know that hospitals 
now tend to specialise in 
treatments and that 
newer hospitals are 
being built  

• To know that 
Southmead hospital was 
built in 1902 – ‘a year 
after the Victorian era’ 
the new Southmead 
hospital (built in 2014) 
has meant that patients 
now benefit from new 
services and technology 
and an improved 
environment 

• To know that hygiene is 
absolutely critical in 
hospitals today -  

• To know that death rates 
were high in the 19th 
century, and far worse in 
cities than in the 
countryside 

• To know that 
overcrowding combined 
with poor sanitation and 
often grinding poverty 
left many people 
vulnerable to the latest 
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outbreak of anything 
nasty.  

• To recognise that 
scientific research and 
technological 
developments in the 19th 
century had a major 
impact on understanding 
health and disease as 
experimental research 
resulted in new 
knowledge 

• To recognise that it 
wasn’t just prevention 
and cure that was 
changing, but also 
medical institutions I.e. 
hospitals 

• To know that women 
were largely unwelcome 
in the medical world. 
The exception to this 
was nursing. 

 
How did Florence Nightingale 

have an impact on nursing and 

hospitals during the Crimean 

war and onwards? 

• Know that Florence 
worked as a nurse in a 
hospital in Scutari, 
Turkey during the 
Crimean War.  

• Know where Scutari is in 

Turkey 
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• Know that FN gave the 

nursing role a new 

respectability 

• To know that by 1854, 
over 18000 soldiers 
during Crimean War had 
been admitted into 
hospitals  

• To know that there were 
no female nurses at 
hospitals in the Crimea 

 

• Know that in 1854 FN 

was asked to organise a 

corps (group) of nurses 

to tend to the sick and 

fallen soldiers in the 

Crimea and she was 

there until 1856 

• Know that she got a 

team of 34 nurses and 

sailed to the Crimea a 

few days later. 

• Know that FN was put in 

charge of nursing 

Bristish and allied 

soldiers in Scutari 

hospital 

• Know that the nurses 

were shocked by the 

horrid conditions and 

they discovered soldiers 

were dying because of 
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lack of proper food and 

medicine, shortage of 

staff and dirty 

conditions. The hospital 

sat on top of a large 

cesspool, which 

contaminated the water 

and the hospital building 

itself. Rodents and bugs 

were everywhere, the 

most basic supplies such 

as bandages and soap, 

grew increasingly scarce 

as the number of 

ill/wounded increased. 

The water had to be 

rationed 

• Know that more soldiers 

were dying from 

infectious diseases like 

typhoid and cholera than 

from battle injuries. 

• Know that Florence 

improved the lives of the 

soldiers by procuring 

hundreds of scrub 

brushes and asking the 

least infirm patients to 

scrub the inside of the 

hospital from floor to 

ceiling. She spent every 

moment caring for the 
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soldiers and worked 

throughout the night. 

• Know that she got her 

famous nickname ‘The 

Lady of the Lamp’ 

because of her care and 

attention to the 

wounded soldiers in 

Scutari – she kept 

working even after 

everyone else had gone 

to sleep. 

• Know that she created a 

number of patient 

services to improve the 

quality of the patients 

stay. Kitchen – appealing 

food for patients with 

special dietary 

requirements were 

cooked. Laundry – 

patients would have 

clean linens. Classroom 

and library – for 

patients’ intellectual 

stimulation and 

entertainment. 

• Know that her work 

reduced the hospital’s 

death rate by two-thirds. 

• Know that her 

experiences as a nurse 

during the war were 
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foundational in her 

views about sanitation 

• Know that she 

established St. Thomas’ 

Hospital and the 

Nightingale Training 

School for Nurses in 

1860 that provided a 

model of nursing. 

• Recognise that nursing 

enjoyed a reflected glory 

and, with teaching, 

became one of the few 

occupations a middle-

class girl might 

contemplate. 

• Know that she wrote 

more than 200 books, 

reports and pamphlets 

about how hospitals 

should be arranged and 

how to be a good nurse 

• Know that she helped 

improve medical care in 

India by working to 

establish a public health 

service.   

 

Case study to compare and 

contrast Florence Nightingale 

and Mary Seacole - 

 

Who was Mary Seacole? 
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• Know that Mary Seacole 

was a Bristish- Jamaican 

nurse- 23 November 

1805 – 14 May 1881 

• Know that she was born 
Mary Jane Grant in 
Jamaica more than 200 
years ago during the 
period when many 
people were forced to 
work as slaves. Her mum 
was a free born black 
woman and dad was a 
Scottish army officer. 
Mary was proud of her 
skin colour and wanted 
to be treated equally 

• To know that her mother 
ran a lodging house in 
Kingston (Jamaica’s 
capital) where many of 
the residents were 
disabled European 
soldiers and sailors, 
often suffering from 
yellow fever. She was 
also a healer and taught 
Mary many of her skills 
using traditional African 
and Caribbean 
medicines. Her mum 
taught her how to cure 
illnesses including 
cholera, diarrhoea and 
fever. Mary used to 
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practise medicine on her 
doll, dogs and cats and 
on herself. 

• Know that she travelled 
to London, Cuba, Haiti, 
Bahamas to gather 
medical knowledge 

• To know that in 1850 
she nursed victims of the 
Kingston cholera 
epidemic and also 
helped in Panama in 
1851.  

• Know that Mary’s 
treatment for cholera 
involved mustard plaster, 
emetics (which make you 
sick), calomel (mercury) 
and water boiled with 
cinnamon. She used 
pomegranate juice to 
treat diarrhoea. 

• To know that she was 
invited by the medical 
authorities to supervise 
nursing services at Up-
Park (the British Army 
headquarters) and she 
reorganised New 
Blundell Hall (her 
mother’s former lodging 
that was burnt down in a 
fire) to function as a 
hospital 
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• To know that she also 
served in the Crimean 
War but made her own 
way there- Mary hoped 
to support the nursing 
efforts of Florence 
Nightingale so travelled 
to England and 
approached the British 
War office asking to be 
sent as an army nurse to 
the Crimea where she 
had heard there were 
poor medical facilities 
for wounded soldiers. 
She was rejected at least 
4 times so she funded 
her own trip to Crimea, 
now part of Ukraine 

• Mary’s attempts to 
volunteer to help nurse 
during the Crimean War 
were turned down so she 
decided to set up a hotel 
and provide nursing 
services to the troops at 
the frontline. 

• Mary’s British Hotel 
operated as a general 
store, restaurant and 
hotel. She used profits 
from the hotel to cover 
the costs of the medicines 
she provided to poor 
soldiers. 
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• Know that she helped 
save soldiers from both 
sides and she rode 
nearly every day to the 
battle front to give out 
medicines and nurse the 
injured and dying 

• Know that she was 
known as ‘Mother 
Seacole’ 

• Know when the war 
ended Mary was 
bankrupt, she had spent 
all her money on goods 
for the hotel which she 
now could not sell. 

• Know that she was 
awarded four medals for 
bravery 

• Is now one of the most 
famous Jamaicans ever 
lived however she was 
largely forgotten after 
her death. 

• Mary was possibly the 
first free black woman in 
the British Empire to 
write her autobiography. 

• In 2004 Mary won first 
place in a poll of Great 
Black Britons. 

•  
 

How is Florence Nightingale still 

impacting hospitals and nurses 
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today? (How has the role of 

nursing developed?) 

 

• Know that FN efforts to 

reform healthcare 

greatly influence the 

quality of care in the 19 

and 20 centuries.  

• Know that lots of what 

we know today about 

how to keep hospitals 

cleaner, safer and 

organised is due to the 

hard work and research 

of FN 

• Know that FN knowledge 

helped change hospital 

in the UK- Southmead 

hospital was rebuilt in 

2017 as older building 

didn’t meet the health 

and safety standard 

(compare old and new 

build) 

• Know that medicine has 

moved on and because 

of FN thousands (if not 

millions) of lives have 

been saved – she found 

ways to stop many 

infections and diseases 

from spreading. 
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• Know that the role of 

nursing has developed 

because she helped to 

provide training to 

nurses so that they are 

educated and respected 

– in the Victorian era 

nursing was not seen to 

be a very good job, in 

many books nurses were 

seen as careless and 

lazy. 

• Know the FN set up a 

nursing school called the 

Florence Nightingale 

School of nursing and 

Midwifery. It is part of 

Kings’ College University 

in London. It is the 

world’s first nursing 

school to be connected 

to a full hospital and 

medical school. 

• Know that Florence 

influenced hospitals 

during pandemics 

(COVID-19) and were 

named after her- The 

NHS Nightingale 

Hospitals are seven 

critical care temporary 

hospitals set up or 

scheduled to be set up by 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intensive_care_medicine
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NHS England as part of 

the response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic in 

England. The first of these 

hospitals to open was the 

NHS Nightingale Hospital 

London, which was 

officially opened on 3 

April. One of these 

hospitals were in Bristol 

(UWE) opened 27th April 

2020 

• Know that advice during 

COVID-19 were based 

around FN’s advice- 

people who are infected 

need to confine inside 

homes/shelter for long 

periods of time 

(quarantine/self-

isolation/social 

distancing) and when 

possible open your 

windows for fresh air, go 

outside when able for 

direct sunlight. 

“Of all the remedies I have 

used or seen in use, I can 

find but one thing that I can 

call remedial for the whole 

disease… and that is a 

profuse supply of fresh air.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Health_Service_(England)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NHS_Nightingale_Hospital_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NHS_Nightingale_Hospital_London
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“Second only to fresh air, 

however, I should be 

inclined to rank light in 

importance for the sick. 

Direct sunlight, not only 

daylight, is necessary for a 

speedy recovery.” 

“The health of the 

home/community are critical 

components in an 

individual’s health.” 

• Know that there is a 

fund called the 

Nightingale Fund that 

supports improvements 

in patient care 

 

How were Mary Seacole’s 

contributions to nursing 

similar/different to Florence 

Nightingale?  

(A suggestion if you have a 

mature co-hort?) 

 

• To compare FN and MS 
and to consider how and 
why they might each be 
remembered, (justice, 
rights and fairness) 

 
Main Comparison - 

• Both heroes of the 
Crimean War 
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• women working on the 
battle front/in the 
medical field was 
unknown of in those 
times.  

• Talk about how Mary 
Seacole and Florence 
Nightingale are often 
compared. Florence was a 
nursing pioneer and an 
excellent organiser who 
greatly improved the way 
hospitals were run. 
Mary’s approach was 
more personal. She was a 
healer and provided her 
patients with advice and 
support. 

 
Florence Nightingale - 

• Was a nurse in the 
Crimea war 

• Worked in Scrutari 
hospital and worked 
toward improving 
hygiene, sanitary, living 
conditions and health of 
the soldier 

 
Mary Seacole   

• was a nurse in Crimea 
war. 

• set up a British hotel 
near the frontline to 
provide comfort and 
supplies to both sides. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/florence-nightingale
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/florence-nightingale
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Risked her life by going 
to the front line to hand 
out medication and 
nurse the injured and 
dying. 

 

Main contrast 

• Mary Seacole was 

refused by the British 

War Office to be sent as 

a nurse so made her 

own way there.  

• To investigate why she 

may have been refused – 

because of racial 

discrimination and 

unfairness as a black 

woman. 

• She was largely 

forgotten about after 

her death but in 2004 

was voted number one 

on a poll of Great Black 

Britons. She is now one 

of the most famous 

Jamaicans known. 

• In comparison - Florence 

was asked to go to the 

Crimea war by the 

government 

• She told the British 

government how poor 

conditions were for 
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soldiers in hospital so 

they had famous 

engineer, Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel, design 

a hospital that could be 

taken apart and shipped 

overseas (Link to next 

topic) 

• FN did not approve of 

Mary because her hotel 

sold alcohol and was 

‘very lively’ 

 

 
Additional question - How do 
you think both nurses felt going 
against the convention? In this 
question touch on - (race, 
gender, rights) 
 
Extension - Briefly consider 

whether Florence is more 

remembered than Mary and 

discuss why (could this have 

anything to do with how they 

would have been perceived at 

the time? Link to black history 

month)  

 

Talk about why chd think Mary 

ought to be remembered and 

what they can do about it 
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Trips and Visits 

  

• Depends on what trip is included in previous topic- 
Bristol has a lot of Victorian buildings but as the focus of 
this topic is a person, explore the possibility of having a 
visitor instead of a trip who will focus on Victorian 
medicine. 

  

• Florence Nightingale visitor/Victorian (WOW day) 

• Visitor of a health professional now – school nurse etc – 
talk about the problems of hospitals in the past and 
now/talk about teeth/hygiene and looking after yourself 
etc 

  

Where can this take you 

• Historian 

• Doctor/Nurse 

• Humanitarian 

• Activist  

• Feminist  

• Scientist- medical research 

• Pharmacist 
 

Wow Day –  

 
Dress up someone from the medical profession e.g. doctors and 

nurses, paramedics, dentists etc. Become medical experts by 

learning all about basic first aid  

  
Travel back in time to Scutari hospital and discover what life was 
like. 

 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 

Useful web links: 

Florence Nightingale -https://www.britannica.com/biography/Florence-Nightingale 

Key facts/books/pictures about Florence Nightingale- 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/florence-nightingale 

Mary Seacole 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mary-Seacole 

Key facts/books/pictures/websites about Mary Seacole- 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/mary-seacole 

BBC Florence Nightingale Video clip - tells the story of her life and work, and shows how she grew up 

to become a nurse during the Crimean War. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-ks2-florence-nightingale/z68fcqt 

Multiple articles on Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole- 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/search?q=who+was+florence+nightingale 

Multiple articled on Mary Seacole - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/search?q=mary+seacole&page=1 

Facts about Florence Nightingale  

natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/florence-nightingale/ 

Facts about Mary Seacole 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/mary-seacole/ 

Crimean War -  

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Crimean-

War/476245#:~:text=It%20has%20been%20estimated%20that,were%20killed%20in%20the%20fighting. 

Primary facts video of Florence Nightingale -  
https://primaryfacts.com › facts-about-florence-nightingale 
Four short episode or Mary Seacole’s life - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-

mary-seacole-ep1/z72prj6 

Video in first person of Florence Nightingale - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-

ks1-ks2-florence-nightingale/z68fcqt 

Podcast of Great Lives – Florence Nightingale -  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01sm714 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05bdb7d 

Podcast Mary Seacole -  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Florence-Nightingale
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/florence-nightingale
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mary-Seacole
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/mary-seacole
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-ks2-florence-nightingale/z68fcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/search?q=who+was+florence+nightingale
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/search?q=mary+seacole&page=1
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/mary-seacole/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Crimean-War/476245#:~:text=It%20has%20been%20estimated%20that,were%20killed%20in%20the%20fighting.
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Crimean-War/476245#:~:text=It%20has%20been%20estimated%20that,were%20killed%20in%20the%20fighting.
https://primaryfacts.com/30/facts-about-florence-nightingale/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-mary-seacole-ep1/z72prj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-mary-seacole-ep1/z72prj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-ks2-florence-nightingale/z68fcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks1-ks2-florence-nightingale/z68fcqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01sm714
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05bdb7d
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-40-mary-seacole-nurse-doctress-social-

entrepreneur/id1060302980?i=1000364942134 

Nightingale and Seacole 

https://allthatsinteresting.com/mary-seacole 

Video -  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011t775 

Read Mary Seacole’s memoir The Wonderful Adventure of Mary Seacole in Many Lands (free digital version) 

Sentence starters 

  

Evidence 

This evidence shows... 

I found out that... 

Florence Nightingale did/was… 

  

Explain  

This is true/false because... 

This mean that... 

Mary Seacole was treated differently because…  

  

Link-  

I know this because… 

It is clear that... 

I believe this because... 

I agree/disagree... 

We can change this by… 

  

PP 

Pre-teach domain knowledge linked to prior topic and knowledge organiser (discussion over hospitals, 

doctors and nurses).  

Scaffolding use of word banks. 

Physical resources to support lessons. 

Pictures 

 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-40-mary-seacole-nurse-doctress-social-entrepreneur/id1060302980?i=1000364942134
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-40-mary-seacole-nurse-doctress-social-entrepreneur/id1060302980?i=1000364942134
https://allthatsinteresting.com/mary-seacole
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p011t775
https://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/seacole/adventures/adventures.html
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EAL 

Visual imagery to support learning. 

Scaffolding use of word banks. 

 

Extension for experts  

Will Florence Nightingale be remembered 100/200 years from now? Why? 

Why did Florence place herself in such danger by going to the Crimea? 

Why have we remembered so much about Florence Nightingale and so little about Mary Seacole? 

Do you think if Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole lived now, they would have had the same impact 

or do you think Mary would have been more influential? Why  

How has people’s opinions changed since the Victorian times to people of a different race/gender and 

religion? 

What would the world be like now if Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole did not impact change? 

Would hospitals be like they are today if Florence Nightingale did not implement change? 

Will she be remembered 100/200 years from now? Why? 

Can you compare hospitals in the time Florence Nightingale was alive to today? 

Why do you think Florence Nightingale became a legend, but Mary Seacole was relegated to obscurity? 

 

Dual coding 

More visual imagery, less text heavy slides, practical and concrete resources 
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Year group: 
2 
 
T5/6 

Topic Title:  

Was Brunel an engineering genius or a 
task master?  

Cohesion- Text links 

The Little Giant-Pauline Francis 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

• Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality 

Key 
Questions 
 
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment  
 
 

History vocab: 

• Isambard Kingdom Brunel 

• Engineer 

• Innovation 

• Industrial revolution 

• Thames tunnel 

• Box Tunnel 

• Great Western Railways 

• Paddington Station 

• Suspension bridge 

• dockyard 

• Steamship 

• Transatlantic 

• Great Western 

• Great Britain 

• Great Eastern 

• Past 

• Explorer 

• Compare 

• Timeline 

• Time period 

• Benefit 

• Engineer 

• Docks  

• Wealth  

DT vocab Music vocab Art vocab MFL vocab Key people/figures 
 
Sarah Guppy 

Engineer, 
inventor, 
campaigner, 
designer, 
reformer, writer, 
environmentalist 
and business 
woman. 
Supported 
Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel and was 
the mother of 
(along with 
another five 
children) Thomas 
Guppy, who 
worked with 
Brunel on many 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel
http://www.engineerswalk.co.uk/tg_walk.html
http://www.engineerswalk.co.uk/tg_walk.html
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• Industry  

• Port 

• Merchant  

• Bridge  

• Ship  

• Harbour 

projects, including 
the SS Great 
Britain. 
First woman to 
formally designed 
and patent bridge. 

History Knowledge DT Knowledge  Music  Art MFL 

https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
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Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary  
 
Domain Knowledge  

• Brunel was born in 1806. 
• Brunel's father was a famous inventor 

and taught his son how to be an 
engineer.  

• He built a tunnel under the river 
Thames. 

• Brunel worked as chief railway 
engineer at Great Western Railway.  

• His railways moved people from 
London to Bristol for the first time. 

• Brunel designed the Clifton Suspension 
Bridge in 1828. 

• Brunel built the first steam powered 
ship in 1858. 

• It was the first time there had been a 
regular transatlantic service and it 
sailed from Bristol to New York in 15 
days.  

• Brunel was only 53 when he died in 
1859. 

• Brunel designed and built a hospital for 
patients in the Crimean 

 
Powerful substantive   

• Know that Brunel’s projects were 
dangerous and often led to injury and 
even death  

• Know how parts of society viewed the 
railways more negatively including how 
some landowners felt the railways were 
a threat to amenities or property values 
and others requested tunnels on their 
land so the railway could not be seen 

• Know that there were other significant 
individuals who contributed to Brunel’s 

•     Mentored Brunel 
with his winning 
entry to design a 
bridge to span the 
Avon Gorge. 
 
Dorothy Hodgkin 

 
British chemist who 
made important 
advancements in 
structural biology. 
One of her most 
influential 
discoveries was the 
confirmation of the 
structure of 
penicillin. 
In 1964 she became 
the third woman to 
win the Nobel Prize 
in Chemistry 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penicillin
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;  work and fame and do not get the 
same recognition as Brunel. 

• Know about the influence of the 
Guppy family including; how Sarah 
Guppy supported Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel and how Thomas Guppy, who 
worked with Brunel on many projects, 
including the SS Great Britain; how she 
was the first woman to formally design 
and patent a bridge; how she 
mentored Brunel with his winning 
entry to design a bridge to span the 
Avon Gorge. 

• Know about the achievements of Bristol 
born Dorethy Hodgkin including; how 
she was British chemist who made 
important advancements in structural 
biology; how one of her most influential 
discoveries was the confirmation of the 
structure of penicillin; how In 1964 she 
became the third woman to win the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

• Compare her legacy with that of 
Brunel’s. 

•  
 
 
Composites and components 
 
What was life was like in the early 1800’s? 

• Know how the industrial revolution 

changed society by bringing a readily 

available workforce to cities.  

• Identify similarities / differences 

between ways of life before and after 

the industrial revolution. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel
http://www.engineerswalk.co.uk/tg_walk.html
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penicillin
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• Know how Victorian transport was 

slow and difficult and relied heavily on 

animals. Boats had to travel with the 

current and couldn’t travel long 

distances. There were no railways and 

cars hadn’t been invented. 

• Recognise why engineering changed so 

rapidly and what happened as a result 

(cause and consequence) 

 

Who was Brunel? 

• Ask and answer questions  

• Know about Brunel’s family 
background including; how he was 
named after his father, the French civil 

engineer Sir Marc Isambard Brunel; his 
father’s role in teaching him and his 
influence in Brunel’s engineering 
career. 

• Know about Brunel’s talents in drawing 
and observational techniques 
including; how his father taught him 
drawing and observational techniques 
from the age of four, and how he had 

learned Euclidean geometry by eight. 

• Know about his first role as an 
assistant engineer on the project to 
create a tunnel under London's River 
Thames between Rotherhithe and 
Wapping including the dangers of the 
job and the injuries sustained by 
Brunel.  

• Know about his first job as Chief 
engineer at Great Western Railways 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_Isambard_Brunel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euclidean_geometry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Thames
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Thames
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotherhithe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wapping
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and his involvement in railway 
engineering including; how he surveyed 
the entire length of the route between 
London and Bristol himself, with the help 
of many 

• Know how he suffered a stroke on 5 

September 1859 and died at the age of 
53. 

 
How did Brunel contribute to developments 
in engineering of bridges and railways? 

• Know the names of Brunel’s main 
inventions and when they were built 
including; Box Hill Tunnel, the Bristol 
Suspension Bridge; The Great Western, 
Great Eastern and Great Britain. 

• Know about Brunel’s contributions to 
the development of the railways 
including; his vision that passengers 
would travel from London to New 
York; his decision to use broad gauge 
for the line; his achievements while 
building the line including soaring 
viaducts such as the one in Ivybridge, 
specially designed stations, and vast 
tunnels including the Box Tunnel. 

• Know why Brunel’s designs for the 
Bristol suspension Bridge were 
innovative at the time including; how it 
had the longest span of any bridge in 
the world; how his designs were 
rejected four times but won a 
competition; how Brunel was 
mentored by Sarah Guppy and 
sponsored by her family; how the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viaduct
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivybridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Box_Tunnel
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designs were significantly altered and 
the bridge was not built until after his 
death. 

 
How did Brunel contribute to the 
developments in transatlantic shipping? 

• Know the names of Brunel’s ships and 
when they were built including; Great 
Western, Great Britain and Great 
Eastern. 

• Know the features of the Great 
Western including; it was the longest 
ship in the world at 236 ft (72 m); it 
had steam-powered paddle wheels, as 
well as  four masts for sails. how it 
proved the viability of commercial 
transatlantic steamship service; How 
the Great Western Steamboat 
Company used her in regular service 
between Bristol and New York from 
1838 to 1846 

• Know the features of the Great Britain 
including; how it was driven by a 
propeller, built from metal rather than 
wood; and powered by an engine. 

• Know about the Great Eastern 
including; how it was intended to 
cruise from London to Sydney; how it 
ran over budget and behind schedule 
in the face of a series of technical 
problems. 

 
How did Brunel’s Renkioi hospital contribute 
to improving healthcare? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paddle_wheel
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• Know what Scutari hospital was like 
including; how an old Turkish barracks 
became the British Army Hospital; how 
injured men contracted a variety of 
illnesses—including cholera, dysentery, 
typhoid and malaria—due to poor 
conditions there; how Florence 
Nightingale sent a plea to The Times 
for the government to produce a 
solution 

• Know what was innovative about 
Brunel’s hospital design including; how 
it was temporary, pre-fabricated, and 
could be shipped to Crimea and 
erected there; temporary, pre-
fabricated hospital that could be 
shipped to Crimea and erected there; 
it was erected near Scutari Hospital, 
where Nightingale was based; his 
designs incorporated basic hygiene: 
access to sanitation, ventilation, 
drainage, and temperature controls. 

 
 
How great were Brunel’s accomplishments in 
relation to their impact on society at the 
time? 

• Know the ways in which Brunel’s 
legacy has continued to the present 
day including; the monuments to him 
which include statues in London at 
Temple, Brunel University and 
Paddington station, and in Bristol, 
Plymouth, Swindon, Milford Haven and 
Saltash, and many other places named 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cholera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dysentery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typhoid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Nightingale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Nightingale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefabrication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefabrication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prefabrication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hygiene
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanitation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brunel_University
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after him; how he was placed second, 
behind Winston Churchill in a poll in 
2001; how his life and works have been 
depicted in numerous books, films and 
television programs; how many of 
Brunel's projects and bridges are still in 
use. 

• Know that Brunel’s projects were 
dangerous and often led to injury and 
even death  

• Know how parts of society viewed the 
railways more negatively including how 
some landowners felt the railways were 
a threat to amenities or property values 
and others requested tunnels on their 
land so the railway could not be seen 

• consider whether the above facts 
make his significance less great. 

 
Is Brunel’s legacy proportionate to his 
achievements? 

• Talk about who was important eg in a 
simple historical account (significance) 

• Know that there were other significant 
individuals who contributed to Brunel’s 
work and fame and do not get the 
same recognition as Brunel. 

• Know about the influence of the 
Guppy family including; how Sarah 
Guppy supported Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel and how Thomas Guppy, who 
worked with Brunel on many projects, 
including the SS Great Britain; how she 
was the first woman to formally design 
and patent a bridge; how she 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel
http://www.engineerswalk.co.uk/tg_walk.html
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/
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mentored Brunel with his winning 
entry to design a bridge to span the 
Avon Gorge. 

• Know about the achievements of Bristol 
born Dorethy Hodgkin including; how 
she was British chemist who made 
important advancements in structural 
biology; how one of her most influential 
discoveries was the confirmation of the 
structure of penicillin; how In 1964 she 
became the third woman to win the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

• Compare her legacy with that of 
Brunel’s. 

• Consider how they shaped the world 
they lived in. Consider whether Dyson 
was less impactful because his 
inventions were smaller? 
 

Trips and Visits 
SS Great Britain Workshop-Brunel the engineer 
Being Bristol Museum-Hands on workshop involving hunting for original historical 
artefacts 
 
Wow Day Ideas –  

• SS Great Britain Workshop-Brunel the engineer 

• Being Bristol Museum-Hands on workshop involving hunting for original 
historical artefacts 

 
Where can this take you 
Historian 
Engineering 
Women’s Rights 
 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
Useful web links: 
Video about the life of Brunel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zovFQQ2SwBc 
The Brunel Museum: 
https://www.thebrunelmuseum.com/learning/activity-sheets/ 

• Read a BBC Bitesize guide to Isambard Kingdom Brunel for KS1 

• Isambard Kingdom Brunel facts for kids 

• See Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s walking stick 

• Facts about Isambard Kingdom Brunel's engineering career 

• A portrait of Brunel 

• Lots of information about each of Brunel's projects 

• Read a BBC biography of Brunel and see pictures of some of the objects 
that belonged to him 

• A Fun Kids podcast about Brunel's mechanical and civil engineering work 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_biology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penicillin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zovFQQ2SwBc
https://www.thebrunelmuseum.com/learning/activity-sheets/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/znj32sg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famouspeople/isambard_kingdom_brunel/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/znj32sg
https://kids.kiddle.co/Isambard_Kingdom_Brunel
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/F5ZKtpQqSFWr7cHBXxCpuQ
https://www.portcities.org.uk/london/server/show/ConFactFile.22/Isambard-Kingdom-Brunel.html
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/significant-people-collection/isambard-kingdom-brunel/
https://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/index.php?id=3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-bristol-43323013
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/inspiring-engineering/isambard-kingdom-brunel/
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• Understand more about the construction of the Clifton Suspension Bridge 
and the Thames Tunnel 

• See some of Brunel's sketches and drawings 

• Watch videos to find out more about life on board Brunel's ship, the SS 
Great Britain 

• Find out about the development of transport during the Victorian era with a 
BBC Bitesize video 

• Listen to BBC Schools Radio audio plays about three key events in Brunel's 
career: the Thames tunnel, the GWR and the SS Great Eastern 

 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
This evidence suggests... 
I found out that... 
 
Explain  
This is true/false because... 
This illustrates that... 
 
Link-  

Compare to Dyson, in modern day, how did they shape the world they lived in, was 
Dyson less impactful because his inventions were smaller?  
 
PP 
Visits to the Docks and the Suspension Bridge prior to the unit. 
Ensure domain knowledge is understood – EG pre-teach using knowledge 
organisers. 
Provide more regular opportunities for practising recall of substantive knowledge. 
 
EAL 
Imagery to support learning 
Relevant links to other countries made. 
 
Extension for experts  
See powerful knowledge  

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/phy03.sci.phys.mfw.bbsuspension/clifton-suspension-bridge/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.sci.bbtham/thames-tunnel/
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/your-visit/collection-stories
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/brunel-institute/learning/films
https://www.ssgreatbritain.org/brunel-institute/learning/films
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z4fvr82
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/clips/z4fvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0596b25
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0596b25
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Dual coding 
Use photos to explore the engineering involved in Brunel’s inventions. Eg. The way 
propellers changed shipping; the design for the suspension bridge. 
Use of videos from various perspectives to show opinions of Brunel. 
Use of timelines to show Brunel’s inventions. 

 


