
Year 6 History - Beliefs 

   
 

 

Year group: 4 
 
T1/2   

Topic Title: The Tobacco 
Trade 
 
‘Golden age’ or shameful 
past? 
  

Cohesion- Text links 

The Kidnapped Prince: The Life of Olaudah Equiano 

Only Passing Through  
by Anne Rockwell 

From Slave Ship to Freedom Road  
by Julius Lester  

National 
Curriculum links 

Hi2/2.1    Local History (Pupils should be taught about an aspect of local history) 
 

Key Questions 
How did the 

development of 

Bristol Docks 

affect trade? 

 

How did Trade 

develop in Bristol? 

 

How did the 

Transatlantic Slave 

Trade increase the 

wealth of Bristol? 

 

What were slaving 
voyages like? 
 
Why did the trade 
of tobacco have 
such an impact on 
Bristol? 
 
How did slaves 
resist and rebel? 
 
What part did 
Bristol play in the 
ending of the 
slave trade? 
 
Are we right to 
commemorate the 
life of a slave 
trader? 
 
How has slavery 
affected trade and 
development in 
the present day? 
 
 

Core knowledge 
Assessment  
 

History vocab: 
Bristol Docks 
Woollen cloth 
Merchants 
Pattison’s Yard 
Floating harbour 
Avonmouth docks 
Merchant venturers society 
Ship building industry 
Slave ships 
Transatlantic slave trade 
Royal African Company 
Triangular Trade 
Africa 
North America 
Caribbean 
Plantations 
Middle Passage 
Tobacco 
Snuff 
Mills 
profit 
Resistance 
Abolition 
Thomas Clarkson 
Edward Colston 
Monument 
enslavement 

 

DT vocab 

Cutting 
Shaping 
Joining  
Finishing 
Equipment  

Ingredients 

Properties 

Aesthetics 

Taste 
Smell 
Texture 
Appearance 
Packaging 
Target audience 
Research 
Design criteria 
Innovate  
Model  
 

Art vocab 
Strokes 
Texture 
Position 
Pressure 
Tone 
Music 
Sound 
Wave 
Tempo 
Plan  
Distance  
Direction 
Position  
Form 
Weight   
Portrait  
Past  
Present  
Appearance  
Character  
Personality 
 

PHSE/RE Key 
people/figures 
 
Edward Colston 

 

 
 
Thomas Clarkson 

 
 
 

History Knowledge DT  
Knowledge  

Art PHSE/RE 

Core, powerful, 
substantive, disciplinary  
 
Subject Specific Prior 
Domain Knowledge  

• Bristol’s location on the 
River Avon and River 
Severn, which flows 
into the Bristol Channel 
and then the North 
Atlantic Ocean, made it 
an easy place to trade 
by sea. 

• Vessels from Bristol 
were some of the first 

Core, powerful, 
substantive, 
disciplinary 
 
Domain 
Knowledge 
 
-I know how to 
adapt a recipe by 
adding or altering 
ingredients. 
 -I can work in 
groups to create a 
final design 
-I can work to a set 
budget 

Core, powerful, 
substantive, 
disciplinary 

 
 
Domain Knowledge 
-I know that art can 
include music, art 
and dance.     
-I know that are can 
be produce on a 
variety of scales 
-I can use shading to 
create tone 
-I can draw with 
charcoal to create 

  

Commented [JA1]: there is currently no cohesion within 
this plan, no links between the docksand DT or art, this 
needs to be a consideration  

Commented [JA2]: should the national curriculum 
statements go here 

Commented [JA3]: what are the key questions? 

Commented [JA4]: should this have the powerful 
substantive knowledge here. this need to show what you 
want the children to know by the end of a unit/topic 

Commented [JA5]: this should be MFL 

Commented [JA6]: does this need images to go with it? 

Commented [JA7]: this needs to be reworded as subject 
specific prior domain knowledge  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anne+Rockwell&text=Anne+Rockwell&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Julius-Lester/e/B000APHAR6/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/texture/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/packaging/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/target-audience/
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 to travel 
internationally. 

• John Cabot set sail from 
Bristol in 1497 hoping 
to find the passage to 
Eastern Indonesia but 
discovered 
America/Newfoundland 
instead. This was 
important in the 
establishment of British 
colonies in North 
America. 

• Before the 1600’s 
woollen cloth, 
produced in 
surrounding counties 
was the city’s main 
export along with coal, 
lead and animal hides 
and how wine, salt, 
olive oil, grain and 
timber were the major 
products coming in to 
Bristol. 

• Bristol’s involvement in 
the transatlantic slave 
trade started in 1698.   

• The Transatlantic slave 
trade involved the 
enslavement of millions 
of Africans and their 
transport to the 
Americas, where they 
were made to work.  

• Tobacco was grown on 
the slave plantations in 
America in the 17th 
century and was 
brought to Bristol on 
slave ships.  

• In 1670 the city had 
6,000 tons of shipping, 
of which half was used 
for importing tobacco. 

• Edward Colston was an 
English merchant and 
slave trader who 
became involved in the 
slave trade as a 
member of the Royal 
African Company in 
1680.  

• Edward Colston took a 
very active part in the 
financing and planning 
of the African slave 
trade in the 17th 
century. He was also a 
benefactor of a number 
of Bristol charities 

• The slave trade was 
stopped in 1807 by an 
act of parliament. 

 

-I can work to a set 
brief 
 
Powerful 
substantive  
-Look at different 
design briefs 
-Following and 
adapt a recipe 
appropriately 
-Prepare food 
hygienically 
-Discuss flavours 
identified 
-Understand the 
costs behind 
professional food 
preparation 
-Understand the 
factors that 
contribute to 
product design 
 
 
Composites and 
components 
What do your 
consumers want? 
 
What is a design 
brief? 
 
Understand the 
factors that 
contribute to 
product design 
 
Use research, 

using different 

media (e.g. 

newspapers, 

books, online 

searches) to collect 

information about 

a subject 
 

Generate, develop, 

model a practise 

version that lets 

you test out your 

idea and see how 

it will look and 

work…. and 

communicate their 

ideas through 

discussion, 

annotated 

sketches, cross-

sectional and 

exploded 

diagrams, 

prototypes, 

pattern pieces and 

varied tone and 
textures in my 
drawing  
-I can express a 
feeling or vision on 
paper  
  
Powerful 
substantive  

 
-Know that music is 
an art form   
-Create still life 
drawing with tone 
-Create geometrical 
and mathematical 
drawings 
- Begin to use 
shading and lines to 
represent curved 
surfaces. 
-Understand what 
composition is and 
how to apply it to 
art 
 
Composites and 
components 
 
Does art have to be 
something we can 
see? 
 
Who is Massive 
Attack? 
To know that 
Massive Attack is a 
Bristol Band who 
writes music for the 
public.  
  
Listen to their music. 
To know images of 
Bristol come to 
mind?  
To understand why 
music encourages 
imagery? 
To know how the 
lyrics that are used 
evoke meaning and 
pull on prior 
knowledge 
 What colours can 
you see? Images? 
 
How can I draw 

what I hear? 

 
Exploring/revisiting 
the variety of marks 
that can be made 
with a pencil  
  

 

Commented [JA10]: See art comments for this section  

Commented [JA11]: your big questions need to stand out 
more and the column on the left needs to have the core 
knowledge identified that you would want to know the 
children had through assessment 

Commented [JA12]: I think this is disciplinary  
 
again i needs to be in knowledge form  
i know how to research a range of media to collect 
infomration about a subject  

Commented [JA13]: Again i think this would be 
disciplinary as this is what sets DT apart and is what  
 
 being part of deisgning is focussed on. A 
gain it needs to be in knowledge format. 

Commented [JA14]: do we need this as it should be 
present in the composites and components - or identified in 
the core knowledge  

Commented [JA15]: where is the hinterland and 
scaffolding, PP, EAL, dual coding section, SEND 
 
this is where reference to Black Lives Matters could come  

Commented [JA16]: this is a good question 

Commented [JA17]: would this be the first piece of 
knowledge you would espose the children to? 
 
would it not be more about what music was ? 

Commented [JA18]: even though this subject is heavily 
procedural in nature the knpwledge needs to be worded as 
knowledge acquisition  

Commented [JA19]: I think this is too specific as not all 
songs are about Bristol  

Commented [JA20]: Suggestion of possible phrasing  

Commented [JA21]: this is more lesson specific that 
would be in the slides  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_African_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_African_Company
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/research/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/model/
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Composites and 
components  
How did the development of 

Bristol Docks affect trade? 

• Know how the first 
major development 
of the port at Bristol 
was between 1240 
and 1247 when the 
course of the River 
Frome was altered to 
improve the quantity 
of wharfs available in 
Bristol. 

• Know how John 
Cabot’s journey from 
Bristol in ‘The 
Matthew’ was the 
start of transatlantic 
shipping.  

• Know that by the late 
17th century and 
early 18th century 
shipping was playing 
a significant role in 
the slave trade. 

• Know how the large 
tidal range of the 
River Severn meant 
that ships would be 
stranded on the mud 
when the tide went 
out and how this 
caused delays and 
congestion. 

• Know how the 
floating Harbour was 
constructed in 1809 
to allow ships to 
remain afloat at all 
states of the tide 
which increased the 
business brought by 
the tobacco trade. 

• Know how 
Patterson's yard 
within the harbour 
was used for the 
construction of many 
ships including 
Brunel's SS Great 
Western in 1838 and 
the SS Great Britain 
in 1843 and how this 
hastened the decline 
of the city docks by 
proving the feasibility 
of large ships. 

computer-aided 

design 
 
Understand the 
costs behind 
professional food 
preparation 
 
 
Following and 
adapting a recipe  
 
Select from and 

use a wider range 

of tools and 

equipment to 

perform practical 

tasks [for example, 

cutting, shaping, 

joining and 

finishing], 

accurately 

 

Select from and 

use a wider range 

of materials and 

components, 

including 

construction 

materials, textiles 

and ingredients 

Items according to 

their functional 

properties 
 

The way in which 

we describe 

materials for their 

appearance, 

strengths and 

weaknesses. (e.g. 

absorbent, brittle, 

flexible, hard, 

transparent)…. and 

aesthetic 
 

Understand the 

importance of 

aesthetics when 

producing a 

product to 

consume. 

 
 
What does it mean 
to prepare food 
hygienically?  
 
-Use separate 
chopping boards 
for different foods 
… eg bread/cakes 

Making marks in 
pencil as a response 
to a sound  
  
Making marks in 
response to a series 
of sounds, a tune.   
  
How can I create 
texture with 
different colours 
and brush strokes?  
  
Use colour on a 
large scale   
  
Revise the primary 
colours  
  
Use primary colours 
to make secondary 
colours  
  
To know what tone 
means and explore 
changing the tone of 
a colour  
  
Choosing what 
marks can we make 
in paint, choosing 
from a variety of 
tools  
  
To express personal 
responses in the 
form of colours and 
marks   

  
  
How do we evaluate 
our work? 
  
Evaluate, reflect 
upon your work and 
amend  
 
Using their own and 
other’s opinions of 
their 
work to identify how 
to 
improve 
 
Building a more 
complex vocabulary 
when discussing art 
(formal elements) 
  

  
Art work to look at:  

Picasso's Three 

Musicians, 

Kandinsky's 

Commented [JA8]: Do these components answer the 
composite question? they give a lot of history to the docks 
but cant see where they knowledge is coming from to 
answer how it affected trade? 

Commented [MT9R8]: I think they need to be combined 
with the trade components below? The knowledge of the 
docks is important because it is covering the 'local area' 
aspect of the NC so I don't want to take out too much of this 

Commented [JA22]: same as below comments  

Commented [JA23]: these need to be worded as 
knowldge  
I know how to use colour ona  large scale  
I understand you need to use primary colours to get 
secondary colours  
I know the primary colours  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_trade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Patterson_(engineer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Great_Western
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Great_Western
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Great_Britain
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/equipment/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/ingredients-3/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/properties/
https://www.kapowprimary.com/glossary/aesthetic/
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• Know that Avon 
mouth docks were 
built to handle the 
larger vessels that 
were built during the 
industrial revolution 
so they wouldn’t run 
aground as they tried 
to navigate the 
winding six miles 
from the city to the 
mouth of the River 
Avon. 

 
How did Trade develop in 

Bristol?  

• Know how Bristol 

had a shipbuilding 

industry and a 

financial industry, as 

well as a network of 

merchants with 

contacts in different 

countries. 

• Know that the 
formation of the 
Society of Merchant 
Venturers Society 
transformed a loose 
network of traders 
into a formal 
organisation to 
promote trade. 

• Know that by the 
14th Century Bristol 
was trading with 
countries such as 
Spain, Portugal & 
Iceland 

• Know how Bristol’s 

trade changed in the 

1600’s including; 

how it traded mainly 

with Ireland, France, 

Spain and Portugal; 

how it also had links 

with North Africa, 

the Atlantic islands of 

Madeira, Portugal 

and Spain, North 

America and the 

islands of the 

Caribbean and how, 

by the mid-1660s, 

tobacco, sugar and 

other raw materials 

from the Caribbean 

etc., raw veg and 
salad, other 
-Use clean 
knives/utensils 
-Handle raw and 
cooked food 
separately using 
different utensils 
-Clean as you go 
-Store utensils and 
other equipment 
cleanly and safely 
 
Understand  that 
food hygiene is 
about the 
conditions and 
measures 
necessary to 
ensure the safety 
of food from 
production to 
consumption 
 
How will you 
evaluate your 
recipe?  
 
Investigate and 
analyse a range of 
existing products 
 
Discuss flavours 
identified  
 
Know how to self-
evaluate own and 
peer work in a fair 
and effective 
manner.  
  
Understand how 
evaluating a recipe 
is part of the 
adaption process 
to make 
improvements. 
 
 
Links: Travel – 
food choices are 
greater now due to 
the travel options.   
Economy – profit, 

loss, why 

manufactures may 

make the choices 

they make when 

producing. 

 

 

Composition 8, 

Whistler at The Frick 

Collection, Chagall's 

The Triumph of 

Music and The 

Source of Music, 

O'Keefe's Music, 

Pink and Blue No. 2. 

 
Key Figures: 
Massive Attack, 
Represent, Roni 
Size, Smyth and 
Mighty, Emmeline 
Simpson, Banksy, 
Jen Urquhart, 
Richard Long  
  
 
  
Links:  Music, prior 
learning, whole 
school Bristol Focus Commented [JA24]: this needs to be in the other column 

Commented [JA25R24]: maybe with some supporting 
imagery 
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and America were 

coming to Bristol in 

large quantities. 

• Know how twenty 

years later about 

35% of all ships 

sailing into Bristol 

were involved in 

trade with the 

Caribbean and 

America. 

 
How did the Transatlantic 

Slave Trade increase the 

wealth of Bristol? 

• Know that slavery 

had existed for many 

years before the 

Atlantic slave trade 

commenced. 

• Know that the first 
Europeans to enter 
into and profit from 
the slave trade in 
Africa were the 
Portuguese who 
began trading in the 
15th century. 

• Know how the Royal 
African Company in 
London had control 
on all trade with 
Africa until it was 
broken. 

• Know how local 
shipbuilding yards in 
Bristol would have 
been involved in 
fitting out ships for 
the trade. 

• Know how trade 
between Africa and 
started with goods 
such as gold and 
ivory, and eventually 
included the trade in 
African people. 

• Know how the route 
taken by the slave 
ships across the 
Atlantic Ocean from 
Africa to the 
Caribbean and North 
American plantations 
became known as 
the ‘Triangular 
Trade’. 



Year 6 History - Beliefs 

   
 

• Know how 2,108 
ships left Bristol for 
Africa to exchange 
goods for enslaved 
Africans and take 
them to the 
Caribbean. 

• Know how the ships 
carried goods such as 
cotton, brass pans 
and guns which were 
exchanged for 
enslaved Africans.  

• Know how slaves 
were made to work 
on plantations in the 
Caribbean because it 
was easier than 
taking workers from 
Europe. 

• Know how tobacco, 
sugar, indigo (a plant 
used for dye), rice, 
rum and cotton were 
produced on 
plantations and 
brought back to 
Bristol to be 
processed in 
factories and then 
sold in shops.  

• Know how Bristol 
was a wealthy city 
and trading port 
before its 
involvement with the 
transatlantic slave 
trade and the profits 
from the trade made 
it wealthier.  

• Know what 
happened to the 
profit from the slave 
trade including; how 
profits were not put 
back into the 
business but were 
spent on home 
comforts and 
invested in property. 

• Know how many 
other English and 
European ports of 
the time were also 
involved in the trade, 
such as London and 
Liverpool. 

• Identify and give 
reasons for Bristol’s 
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increase in wealth 
during the slave 
trade. 

 
What were slaving voyages 
like? 

• Know what Bristol 
slaving ships were 
like including; how 
they ranged from 
tiny ships of 27 tons 
to giants of 420 tons 
(about 16 times 
larger); how they 
required skilful deck 
hands to look after 
them, especially in 
the changeable 
weather conditions 
that could be 
expected in the 
Atlantic Ocean; how 
they had large hulls, 
which would have 
been used for 
carrying the goods to 
be traded, as well as 
equipment and food 
for the journey and 
up to 600 enslaved 
Africans on the 
journey from Africa 
to the Caribbean 
islands. 

• Know what 
conditions on slaving 
ships were like 
including; how the 
round trip normally 
took about 12 
months; how 
conditions on the 
ships were hard and 
dangerous; how 
sailors were often 
forced on board the 
ship when drunk or 
through debt; how 
captains of slave 
ships had a 
reputation for 
cruelty, and both 
crew and African 
slaves suffered. 

• Know that the 
‘Middle Passage’ was 
the part of the 
journey between 
Africa and America. 
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• Know that conditions 
on the middle 
passage were hard 
including; that the 
ship’s hull might hold 
100 or 700 slaves; 
how they would 
suffer from 
seasickness; how 
men were chained 
together to prevent 
rebellion so they 
would find it difficult 
to get to the buckets 
that served as toilets; 
how the slaves were 
taken up on deck for 
fresh air and exercise 
each day so the hull 
could be cleaned but 
in bad weather the 
slaves had to remain 

in the hold. 
 
Why did the trade of tobacco 
have such an impact on 
Bristol? 

• Know how tobacco 
became an important 
crop grown on the 
slave plantations in 
the 17th century.  

• Know why tobacco 
was grown on 
plantations including; 
Knowing how 
tobacco was grown 
in Gloucestershire, in 
the west of England, 
for about 100 years, 
until it was banned in 
1660 to protect the 
English merchants 
who had put money 
into the American 
tobacco industry; 
how The Society of 
Merchant Venturers 
campaigned for the 
ban on the local 
industry. 

• Know what 
happened to tobacco 
that arrived in Bristol 
in the 18th century 
including how 
tobacco from 
plantations would 
arrive as dried leaves 



Year 6 History - Beliefs 

   
 

and would be 
processed into a 
twist, or rope, or as 
snuff (a powdered 
form of tobacco, 
which is sniffed 
instead of smoked); 
how mills were used 
to process the dried 
tobacco leaves from 
the Americas into 
snuff; how mills were 
built next to rivers as 
they used water-
power to run the 
machinery. 

• Know the names of 
Bristol buildings that 
were built for the 
tobacco trade.  

• Compare the positive 
and negative impacts 
of the tobacco trade 
on Bristol. 

• Know that Bristol 
remained a major 
tobacco city until the 
1970s. 

 
How did slaves resist and 
rebel? 

• Know how people 
were expected to 
work for their entire 
lives with no 
freedom or rights 

• Know how the slave 
owners did 
everything they 
could to make sure 
that the enslaved 
Africans forgot their 
languages, cultures 
and religious beliefs. 

• Know how enslaved 
Africans did all that 
they could to resist 
their enslavement 
and persist in their 
resistance including; 
how they; 
purposefully damage 
machinery, worked 
slowly or openly and 
rebelled against their 
masters and their 
slave status; how 
they also resisted in 
subtler ways, such as 
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keeping alive their 
African religious 
beliefs, names, 
language, music and 
stories.  

• Consider which were 
the most effective 
ways that slaves 
rebelled.   

 
What part did Bristol play in 
the ending of the slave 
trade? 

• Know how many 
people in Britain 
wanted the slave 
trade to end.  

• Know that the 
campaign to end the 
slave trade, called 
Abolition, took many 
years and was 
opposed by many 
because some 
people thought that 
Britain would suffer 
economically if 
plantations were to 
be deprived of the 
slaves that worked 
on them.  

• Know that Bristol 
was the first city 
outside of London to 
set up a committee 
for the abolition of 
the slave trade. 

• Know what the 
committee for the 
abolition of slavery 
did including; that 
the Committee 
approached the 
government about 
the slave trade, held 
meetings, circulated 
petitions; ensured 
that Bristol papers 
were full of poems 
and letters 
condemning the 
slave trade;  

• Know that 800 
people volunteered 
to sign the first 
Bristol petition 
against the slave 
trade in 1788; that 
this was one of the 
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first political 
campaigns in which 
women were allowed 
to be involved; 

• Know that Thomas 
Clarkson inspired 
local people to 
become involved in 
ending the slave 
trade.  

• Know how Clarkson 
did research in 
Bristol which 
provided evidence 
used to end the slave 
trade. This included 
findings about the 
appalling conditions 
suffered by seamen 
and enslaved 
Africans, and the 
slave ship captain’s 
reputation for 
cruelty. 

• Know that the 
Abolition campaign 
eventually stopped 
the trade in slaves in 
1807. 

• Consider the reasons 
why Thomas 
Clarkson was so 
successful. 

 
Are we right to 
commemorate the life of a 
slave trader? 

• Know that Edward 
Colston’s company 
transported more 
than 100,000 slaves 
from West Africa to 
the Caribbean and 
the Americas 
between 1672 and 
1689. 

• Know how he made 
vast sums of money 
which he moved into 
money lending.  

• Know that Edward 
Colston’s legacy is 
very visible in Bristol 
today, it includes 
buildings, street 
names and several 
memorials.   

• Know that a 
monument of 
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Edward Colston was 
pulled down by 
protesters in 2020 
during the ‘Black 
lives Matter protest 
as people felt that it 
should be removed 
in memory of 
enslaved Africans 
and in respect for 
their descendants. 

• Consider whether 
Colston should be 
commemorated for 
the money he gave 
to charity. 

  
How has slavery affected 
trade and development in 
the present day? 

• Understand that 
slavery did not end 
when the 
transatlantic slave 
trade was abolished. 

• Know that 120million 
people of African 
ancestry still 
populate the 
Americas and 
Europe. 

• Know that slavery 
helped to fund 
British Industrial 
power because 
money was 
reinvested in 
railways, buildings, 
universities and 
technological 
advancement.  

• Know that racist 
propaganda made to 
justify the capture 
and enslavement of 
Africans has meant 
the ideology of 
African inferiority has 
persisted for 
hundreds of years.  

• Know that the 
infrastructure of 
Africa had been 
weakened by the loss 
of people, 
colonialism and war. 

• Know that today 
millions of men, 
women and children 
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around the world are 
forced into 
enslavement.  

• Know that slavery is 
banned in most of 
the countries where 
it is practised and is 
also prohibited by 
the 1948 Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

 

 

Trips and Visits 
Bristol M-Shed: Workshop: Bristol and the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade 
 
Where can this take you 
Historian 
Media 
Engineering 
Charity eg. Anti-slavery 
 
Misconceptions 

• Children may think slavery started with the transatlantic 

slave trade. 

• Children may think only Bristol was involved in the slave 

trade- ensure they are aware of other ports. 

• Children might think of slaves as poorly treated and not 

understand how people actively resisted and rebelled.  

• Children might think slavery ended with the Abolition of 

the slave trade. 
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Year group: 
4 
T3/4 

Topic Title:  
The Viking and Saxon struggle 
for power 

Cohesion- Text links 
 

Evolving 
Empire 

National 
Curriculum 
links 

NC – the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor 

Key 

Questions 

 

History vocab 
 

DT vocab Music 
vocab 

Art 
vocab 

PHSE/RE Key 
people/figures 
 
 

History Knowledge DT 
Knowledge  

Music  Art PHSE/RE 
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Vikings brutal 
crusader or 
astute 
farmers? 
 
Marauder 
We would be 
the crusaders 
against vikings 
because we 
are christian 
 
Pramatic – yes 
and no answer 
– they were 
fighting to get 
land but had 
to be violent- 
do not band 
all vikings 
together – 
there are 
some being 
brutal and 
others being 
farmers 
 

  

Core 

knowledge 

Assessment  

  

Were 

Vikings as 

brutal as 

we think? 

 

Core, powerful, substantive, 

disciplinary 

 
Domain Knowledge 

Know that the Anglo – Saxons 

were around.... 

Know that the Viking age was 

from about AD700-1100. 

Know that many Vikings left 

their homelands in 

Scandinavia (Sweden, Norway 

and Denmark) and travelled 

by longboat to other 

countries like Britain and 

Ireland. 

Know that vikings were in the 

uk around... 

Know that they were many 

misconceptions of the Vikings 

 

Powerful substantive   

 

Composites  

Components -  
Viking raids and invasion- Where did 
the Vikings come from and who 
were they? (Identify the places the 
Vikings came from- where the Viking 
invaders came from. 
) 
 
Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives.  
 

• From Scandinavia – modern day 
Sweden, Denmark and Norway  

• Sailed around the north Atlantic 
and Baltic regions, briefly to north 
America, raiding, training and 
spreading their influence to places 
as diverse as Ireland, Greenland, 
Normandy and Kiev 

• They were great sea men – they 
crossed the Atlantic without a 
compass (used to navigate and tell 
the direction) or triangular sails 
(best sails to use to catch the wind) 

What makes a 
good 
fastening? 
 Making a book 
cover/pencil 
case 
 
Design for 
others and 
planning 
production 
Select suitable 
tools 
Research 
existing 
products 
Understand 
stitches and 
their benefits 
Knowing how 
to use 
templates 
 
Key Figures:  
 
Links: using the 
knowledge of 
stitching 
learned in year 
2 
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 • There a lot of misconceptions 
about the Vikings: They were 
fearsome warriors although their 
representation of blood thirsty, 
wild men of the north is probably 
exaggerated- We need to 
remember that history is shaped 
by those who wrote it and ‘the 
blood thirsty, wild men of the 
north’ narratives were mostly 
written by victims of Viking raids. 

• Viking expeditions were a mixture; 
raiding for booty (valuable stolen 
goods), trading for goods and 
eventually searching for land to 
settle on  

• The Vikings we primarily 
agriculturists and when they 
settled in places like Iceland and 
Greenland it was to grow crops 
and raise animals 

• How do we know all of these 
things? Through archaeology and 
writing- as always we need to be 
careful with what we dig up and 
read at face value but we do have 
a pretty good record about the 
vikings 

• Archaeology tells us a lot about the 
Vikings- the best examples are the 
ships that have been discovered- 
told us what the Vikings might like 
to trade. They have a large written 
record – but we have to be careful 
with this as much of what was 
written in the 13th century, after 
the Viking age, and most of it was 
written by authors who had an 
interest in making the pagons 
seem as different from them as 
possible to highlight the civilised 
role of Christianity 

• Vikings are not illiterate- people 
knew how to read and write runes 
but most of these runica 
description were short and simple 

• A saga is long, narrative epic 
(poem which is usually related to 
heroic deeds of a person of an 
unusual courage and unparalleled 
bravery) written in old norse from 
the 13th century or later- these 
were written centuries after the 
Viking age so we have to be careful 
with this source. Most historians 
look at them as fiction – sudo 
history- do not provide accurate 
information about the Vikings 

• Misconception - Stereotypical 
Viking – blonder or red headed 
man with a big beard and a big 
sword. The real stereotypical 
Viking was probably a hard-
bargaining trader in European 
trade. 
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• Beginning of the Vikings their 
interaction with the rest of Europe 
was through raiding. Happened 
mainly on the coast. Targets were 
usually monasteries because they 
were relatively isolated, full of 
treasures and monks weren’t great 
fighters 

• Importantly Vikings weren’t 
motivated by religion. Secondly, 
raids were not intended to destroy 
people or towns 

• After raiding, the Vikings realised 
there were better ways to get rich, 
one was by extortion -they built up 
such a reputation that most of the 
time they didn’t have to raid a 
place to get them to give up their 
goods. 

• Eventually the Vikings turned to 
trade and settlement which was 
one of the most reliable paths to 
wealth   

• Viking settlements were about 
gaining wealth – agricultural land, 
they weren’t colonisers interested 
in creating states or empire. 

• Vikings created lots of things like 
weapons, tools, jewellery, soap 
stone (cooking pots)  

• The eventual success and influence 
of Vikings was settlements and the 
exchange of goods and in process 
cultures. 

• They made their biggest influence 
in Greenland and Iceland 

• Misconception – Vikings didn’t 
have horns on their helmets 

 

•  
Viking raids and invasion- Why did 
the Vikings invade England and how? 
 
Develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, 
establishing clear narratives.  
 

• The Vikings made settlements in 
various parts of Scotland, England, 
Wales and Ireland.  

• When the people of Britain first saw 
the Viking longboats they came down 
to the shore to welcome them. 
However the Vikings fought the local 
people, stealing from churches and 
burning buildings 

• The people of Britain called the 
invaders ‘Danes’ 

• The first attempted invasion of 
England occurred in 787 A.D. and 
saw the Norsemen sail off after 
fighting with local villagers. 
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• Many Vikings settled on the East 
Coast of England, eventually being 
ingratiated into English culture. 

• The true beginning of the Viking 
invasion occurred at Lindisfarne in 
793 A.D. 

• The invasion is still marked in 
Britain today with celebrations and 
festivals re-enacting Viking battles. 

• In England the Vikings established 
a territory called the Danelaw 

• Britain was a good place 
to raid because its 
monasteries had many 
treasures in them to steal, 
such as gold coins and 
jewels. 

• The vikings turned Dublin in 
to a thriving centre of trade 

 
Why did the Vikings come to Britain? 
How did they travel?  
Where did they first raid? Why? 
Focus on longboats 
  
 
Resistance by Alfred the Great and 
Athelstan, first king of England - How 
did some kings in Britain deal with 
the Viking invaders? RELATES TO 
ANGLO-SAXON  
 
Address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about 
change, cause, similarity and 
difference and significance.  
 
Discuss British kings 
How do you think they felt about the 
viking invaders? 
How did the different kings deal with 
the invasions? 
 
 
Viking Life- how did Vikings live and 
work? 
 
Construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information.  
 
How did the Vikings who settled in 
Britain live?  
What were their houses like?  
What clothes did they wear?  
What did they like to eat? 
 
 
 
Further Viking invasions - What 
happened during the Viking 
invasions and what were the Viking 
warriors really like? 
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Note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms.  
 
What were Viking warriors like? 
Address misconceptions – be 
interesting to see what the chd 
originally think (ie. Chd draw what 
they think). 
What weapons did they use?  
Why were they such successful 
raiders and invaders? 
 
Viking Life - What are Viking 
artefacts? (Identify and describe).  
 
Understand how our knowledge of 
the past is constructed from a range 
of sources.  
 
How do artefacts help us to work out 
what life was like in the past?  
What types of evidence sources have 
been found? 
 
Viking Gods- What do the Viking 
Gods represent? 
 
Construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical 
information.  
 
Who were the Viking Gods? 
What do they represent? 
 
Where Vikings as brutal as we think? 
 
 
 
 
 
What was the geographical 
landscape of Britain  
Farming and agriculture  
Ability to craft boats - sea ferrying 
vessels 
Trading with other countries – 
Islamic artefacts in Scandinavia 
 
 
Key Figures: 

Links: Compare the boats of 
the industrial revolution and 
their effectiveness against 
long boats 
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Trips and Visits 

  

 

Where can this take you 

Historian 

 

Wow Day –  

 

Misconceptions-  

Vikings didn’t have horns on their hats 

 
 
 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 

Useful web links: 

 

 

Sentence starters 

  

Evidence 

This evidence shows... 

I found out that... 

  

Explain  

This is true/false because... 

This mean that... 

  

Link-  

  

PP 

 

EAL 

 

Extension for experts  

 

Dual coding 
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Year group: 4 
 
T5/6 

Topic Title:  
Byzantines/The Mongols- 
Unrefined savages or 
pioneers of trade and 
philosophy?  

Cohesion- Text links 

 

World History 

National 
Curriculum links 

NC – Hi2/2.3    Ancient Civilizations 
 

Key Questions 
What do 
Historians 
Know about 
the Byzantine 
empire? 
 
What do 
historians 
know about 
the Mongol 
empire? 
 
How did the 
Mongol 

History vocab: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DT vocab 
Battery 
Electricity 
Power  
Conductor 
Insulator  

Music 
vocab 

Art 
vocab 

PHSE/RE Key 
people/figures 
 

History Knowledge DT 
Knowledge  

Music  Art PHSE/RE 
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empire 
become so 
powerful? 
 
How did the 

Byzantine 

empire 

become so 

powerful? 

 

Why were 

these societies 

so successful 

at trading? 

 

How did 

systems of law 

contribute to 

each empire’s 

success? 

 

Was religion 

an important 

part of each 

empire’s 

success? 

 

What were the 

similarities and 

differences 

between the 

empires? 

 
 
 
 
Core knowledge 
Assessment  
 
 

Core, powerful, 
substantive, disciplinary  
 
Subject specific prior domain 
Knowledge  

• The Byzantine 
empire was a rich 
and powerful society 
ruled by an emperor. 

• Constantine or 
Byzantium is now 
the City of Istanbul in 
Turkey. It was once 
the centre of the 
Byzantine empire. 

• Mongol people were 
a group of tribes 
from the grasslands 
of central Asia. 

• The Mongol empire 
was a huge empire 
built by Genghis 
Khan. 

• The Byzantine 
empire lasted from 
395-1453. 

• The Mongol empire 

lasted from 1206- 

1368. 

• The Mongol empire 

was the largest in 

History.  

 
Composites 
 
What do Historians Know 
about the Byzantine empire? 

• Know that it was 

part of the Roman 

Empire but when the 

empire fell the 

Byzantine empire 

began. 

• Know that the 

Byzantine Empire 

was the Eastern part 

of the Roman Empire 

• Know that it was a 

Christian state with 

Greek as its main 

language 

• Know how the state 

developed its own 

political systems, 

religious practise, art 

Big question/ 
assessment 
What is 
important in 
torch design?  
 
Concepts 
 
Identifying the 
features 
 
Parts of the face, 
such as eyes, 
nose and mouth 
of a torch 
 
Understanding 
how a torch 
works 
 
Saying what is 
good and bad 
about different 
torches 
 
Understanding 
what's important 
in torch design 

 
Key figures: 
 
Links:  Science 

 
Composites 
and 
components 
 
What are the 
features of a 
torch? 
 
How does a 
torch work? 
 
What is 
important in 
torch design? 
 
What are 
electrical 
insulators and 
conductors? 
 
What does a 
battery contain? 
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;  and architecture 

which were distinct 

from those of 

Ancient Rome. 

• Know that it was the 

longest lasting 

medieval power.  

• Know how the 

empire began; The 

Roman Emperor 

Constantine decided 

that the city of 

Byzantium should be 

the centre of the 

eastern part of the 

Roman Empire and 

re-named it 

Constantinople. 

 
 
How did the Byzantine empire 

become so powerful? 

• Know how 

Constantinople 

quickly became both 

a military and 

economic centre for 

the Byzantine 

Empire. 

• Know how emperor 

Justinian brought 

Byzantium to its 

peak during his reign 

including; how he 

reconquered much 

of the former Roman 

empire.  

• Know how the 

Byzantines had 

unmatched 

economic and 

military might 

including how; 

Peasants formed the 

backbone of 

Byzantine society 

working the land, 

paying taxes, and 

providing military 

service; Trade and 

industry took off in 

the cities where 

monetary economy 

continued to thrive; 

Byzantium's navy 

and army were 

second to none and 

their fortifications 

became the envy of 

the world; Greek fire 

became a key secret 

Can you identify 
electrical 
products? How? 
 

What is a 

torch? 

Know what a 

torch is and 

consider a 

variety of 

different 

types of them. 

Identify 

different  

components 

to torches. 

Discuss 

making a 

circuit. 

 

Discuss the 

effectiveness 

of different 

types of 

torches and 

where they 

would be 

used. 

 

Present 

different 

torches, 

discuss there 

component 

and consider 

which are 

best for 

certain 

conditions. 

 

How is a torch 

made? 

Explore 

making 

circuits with 

switches. 

Discuss the 

accuracy with 

regards to 

practical 

tasks. 
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weapon in the 

Byzantine navy 

• Understand why the 

empire’s power is 

significant in the 

modern day. 

 

What do historians kn 
ow about the Mongol empire? 

• Know that the 
Mongols were 
known for f 

• Know about the 
nomadic lifestyle of 
the Mongols 

• Know what it was 
like to live in tribes 
including; living in 
yurts, and the types 
of food and clothes 
Mongols would have 
had.  

• Know how the 
techniques, 
organisation and 
discipline of the 
‘nerge’ would be 
useful when the 
Mongols went to 
war; how the 
qualities of the 
Mongols including 
being highly mobile 
and being trained to 
ride horses from a 
young age, would 
make them excellent 
warriors; how horses 
meant they could 
cover huge distances 
at great speed. 

• Consider how these 
skills would help 
them create a 
successful military. 

• Know who Genghis 
khan was. 

• Know how he united 
the nomadic tribes 
of the Asian steppe 
to become a 
supreme leader.  

• Know he had a very 
effective army; 
including how they 
rode on horseback. 

 
 
 
How did the Mongol empire 
become so powerful? 

• Know how Mongol 
success rested on a 
complex new 
military structure 

 

Talk about the 

inventor of 

the first torch 

created in 

1899 by 

Englishman 

David Misell.  

 
 

 

How will you 

evaluate? 

Children to be 

given 

opportunity 

to self-

evaluate and 

evaluate each 

other's work.  

 

Share ideas 

on 

improvements 

they could 

make next 

time and have 

a go at 

building again. 
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and military tactics 
like arrow storms, 
amassing huge 
arsenals, engaging in 
repeated hit-and-run 
barrages, delayed 
sieges, and 
psychological 
warfare. 

• Know how the 
Mongols enslaved 
conquered tribes, 
who then became 
part of conquering 
tribes. They also 
became property of 
military leaders who 
could use them as 
they liked. 

• Know that the 
abolition of highly 
organised 
governments gave 
an opportunity for 
the exploitation of 
local production. 

• Know how the 
Mongols adopted 
new technologies 
from the people they 
conquered including; 
the stirrup and 
technological and 
tactical innovations 

• Understand how 
Genghis Khan 
transformed 
Mongolian society 
from one based on 
tribes to one capable 
of conquering and 
running an empire. 

• Consider how 
successful Genghis 
Khan was. 

 
 

Why were these societies so 

successful at trading? 

 

• Know how the 

Byzantines empire 

became successful at 

trading including; 

how the Eastern part 

of the empire stayed 

strong; how 

Constantinople 

connected Asia to 

Europe so had a 

major advantages as 

part of a trade 

network; how trade 

was carried out by 

https://arstechnica.com/science/2017/05/the-mongols-built-an-empire-with-one-technological-breakthrough/
http://www.medievalists.net/2010/12/the-circulation-of-military-technology-in-the-mongolian-empire/
http://www.medievalists.net/2010/12/the-circulation-of-military-technology-in-the-mongolian-empire/
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ship over vast 

distances; how the 

old Roman road 

system was used to 

transport goods 

from one end of the 

empire to the other 

and to far away 

places outside the 

empire; how the 

bigger cities and 

thriving 

cosmopolitan 

markets and 

Constantinople 

became one of the 

largest trading hubs 

in the world. 

• Know how the 

Mongol empire 

became so 

successful at trading 

including; how 

Genghis Khan 

realised that the 

army would need 

many things (eg. 

bows and arrows, 

swords and spears 

for war, tack for the 

horses, leather for 

armour) to be 

successful so trade 

was more important 

than before; how 

Genghis Khan 

offered protection 

for merchants who 

began to come from 

east and west; how 

he also offered a 

higher status for 

merchants than that 

allowed by the 

Chinese or Persians. 

• Know what the silk 

road was. 

• Know that the first 

Mongols on the Silk 

Road were nomadic 

warriors who 

attacked and looted 

the markets along 

the trade routes. In 

time, the Mongols 

developed their own 

efficient trade along 

the Silk Road. 

• Know how, the East-

West Mongol trade 

routes became the 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/the-mongol-empires-best-weapon-the-mongolian-horse/
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Silk Road which for 

the first time linked 

Europe to Asia, 

allowing the free 

flow of ideas, 

technologies and 

goods; how the 

Mongols gave 

traders tax 

exemptions; how 

Genghis offered a 

form of passport to 

merchants that gave 

allowed them to 

safely travel along 

the Silk Road; how 

the Mongols  loaned 

money at low 

interest to 

merchants. 

• Understand the 

impact of the silk 

road on the uniting 

of East and West.  

 

 

How did systems of law 

contribute to each empire’s 

success? 

 

• Know how both 

empires were 

strengthened by the 

introduction of new 

legal systems. 

• Know how Emperor 

Justinian used the 

Byzantine system of 

law to unify the 

empire under his 

rule including how;  

he made a code 

which set out to 

collect, revise and 

organise all the laws 

of ancient Rome 

(Justinian’s Code); It 

made the laws 

clearer for all, sped 

up the judicial 

process and; how it  

influenced most 

systems in Western 

democracy. 

• Know how Khan 

unified his realm by 

introducing the 

Mongol system of 

law: the Yasa.  

• Know that the Yasa 

was a code of oral 
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laws that were never 

written down. 

• Know that the laws 

were kept secret 

which meant that 

they could be 

modified and used 

selectively. 

• Consider the 

similarities and 

differences between 

the two legal 

systems. 

 

 

Was religion an important 

part of each empire’s success? 

• Know how 

Christianity became 

the state religion 

during the Byzantine 

era. 

• Know how this 

began with the 

emergence of 

differences in the 

Christian church, 

including; how 

Byzantine priests 

could get married 

and spoke Greek 

instead of Latin; how 

Christmas was less 

emphasised in the 

East; how holy 

images were 

outlawed; how the 

pope and the 

patriarch 

excommunicated 

each other resulting 

in rivalry between 

the two churches. 

• Know how the 

Mongols were 

Shamans who 

believed that the 

spirits of nature 

inhabited the world 

around them. 

• Know how Genghis 

Khan believed that 

the ‘sky God’ wanted 

him to conquer the 

entire world. 

• Know how religions 

were spread during 

the Mongol empire 

because people were 

allowed to cross 

freely across Asia.  
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• Know how Genghis 

Kahn embraced 

religious freedom. 

 

What were the similarities 

and differences between the 

empires? 

 

 

Trips and Visits 
 
Wow Day Ideas –  

 
 
 
Where can this take you 

• Next year I will learn about the Mayans and the Mali 
Empire. 

• In Year 6 I will learn about the Ancient Egyptians and 
the Aboriginals. 

 
 

Hinterland/ Scaffolding (practical activities) 
 
 
Useful web links: 
Mongols-  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUVvTqvjUaM 
Byzantines 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Okph9wt8I0A 
 
Sentence starters 
Evidence 
This evidence suggests... 
I found out that... 
 
Explain  
This is true/false because... 
This illustrates that... 
 
Link-  

Compare efficiency against Viking boats and 
Bristol’s industrial revolution- were they any less 
successful with horse and cart? 
 
PP 
Ensure domain knowledge is understood – EG pre-
teach using knowledge organisers. 
Ensure all relevant vocab is understood. 
 
EAL 
Imagery to support learning 
Relevant links to other countries made. 
 
Extension for experts  
Explore the silk road 
Dual coding 
Use photos to explore Brunel’s inventions. 
Use of videos about Brunel. 
Use of timelines to show Brunel’s inventions. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUVvTqvjUaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Okph9wt8I0A

