
 Year group: 5  
  
Term: 1 

Topic Title:   

Prisons are a barbaric rule of 
law? 

Cohesion- Text links  
Shine- Kate Maryon 

 Gangsta Granny- David Walliams 
Holes- Louis Sachar 

Treason- Berlie Doherty 
The Tulip Touch- Anne Fine 

The Highwayman- Alfred Noyes 

National 
Curriculum links  

- Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British, local and world history. 
- Note connections, contrasts and trends over time.  
- A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Key Questions  
  
Core knowledge 
Assessment   
  
What is crime 
and punishment?  
  
How does todays law 
system compare to 
those of our ancestors?  
  
Where are the prisons in 
Bristol?  
  
What are British beliefs 
on crime?  
  
How are decisions 
around crime made in 
England compared to 
those in history?  
  
What is corporal and 
capital punishment, 
what is the difference?  
  
Is the judicial system 
fair? Has it always been 
this way?  
   
Why 
is Guy Fawkes significant 

History vocab:  
capital punishment   
crime   
custody   
deterrence   
judge  
judgement   
jury  
justice  
law   
peers  
penal system   
reform   
rehabilitation  
responsibility   
retribution  
sin   

DT vocab 
Design  
Plan  
Label  
Evaluate  
Structures  
Components  
Materials  
Bridge (truss and arch)  
Brunel  
Forces  
Experiment  

  

Art vocab  
Charcoal 
Pastel 
Paint 
Markings 
Pattern 
Sketch 
Drawing 
Still Life 
Mixture 
Creation 
Composition 

MFL vocab Key people/ figures/ 
places/ policies  
  
Queen Anne  
  
Henry II  
 
Guy Fawkes 
 
Gallows acre 
 
London Bridge 
 
Horfield Prison 
 
Bristol highwayman 
John Poulter 

History Knowledge  DT Knowledge  Art  MFL 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary   
  
Be cautious of children who may have a 
family member in prison. 
 
Prior Domain Knowledge   
1215 – trial by fire or water  

  
15-1700 – more organised law system 
introduced - hanging, drawing and quartering, 
burning at the stake   
  
1640 – trial by torture  
  

 Domain Knowledge  
-I know that a bridge is a raised 
platform.  
-I know that a bridge goes over 
things.  
-I know that a bridge needs to be 
able to withstand different weather 
conditions.  
-I know that a bridge needs to have 
strength to remain in position.  
  
Powerful Substantive  
-Look at different structures of a 
bridge (focus on truss and arch 
bridges).  
  

  
 Domain Knowledge 
-I know that pencil, charcoal and pastel 
will create a different effect. 
-I know that mixing paint will create 
different colours. 
-I know that a piece of art is of Bristol 
due to the locations. 
-I know that how I use charcoal will 
create different effects. 
 
Powerful Substantive 
-Know the variety of marks that can be 
made with charcoal and pastels. 
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within crime not just 
bomb fire night?  

 
  
  

16-1700 – official policing introduced due to 
industrialisation - the bloody code introduced  
Transportation   
  
1700-1900 – metropolitan police introduced – 
police act - bloody code ended   
The Pentonville system   
  
1900-2000 – community watch/ crime and 
prevention/ science and 
technology introduced  - prisons introduced   

• Death penalty   

• Custodial alternatives to prison  
  
Powerful substantive    
  
Executions took place at Gallows acre- top 
of St Michaels hill until 1816  - then Horfield prison   
  
Last death penalties in England in 1963  
  
Hanged for stealing   

 

John Poulter- Highwayman who operated in Bristol 

and Bath hanged in 1754 

 

Laws from older times are still considered valid to 

the extent that they are also re-established by 

passing new legislations e.g. Appeals of Murder Act 

1819 and the Witchcraft Act 1735 have not been 

used recently to pass judgement on prevailing legal 

cases. 

 

Guy Fawkes- Treason first offence- Jumped off 

platform before being hung 

  

Composites and components   
 

What is corporal and capital punishment, what is 
the difference?  

- Corporal punishment or physical punishment 
is a punishment intended to cause physical 

-Know that there are different types 
of bridges designed for a variety of 
different purposes. (truss and arch)  
  
-Know there are a range of 
materials which can be used to 
build a bridge.  
  
-Understand the impact of 
designing a bridge and what impact 
this has.  
  
Composites and components:  
Will altering the components of a 
bridge change its effectiveness?  
  
What is a bridge?  
Know what a bridge is and consider 
a variety of different types of 
them.   
  
Understand different structures and 
components can be used for this.  
  
Know what a truss bridge and an 
arch bridge are  
  
Understand how an arch bridge and 
a truss bridge work  
  
Understand how to communicate 
what the suspension bridge is.  
  
Know how to discuss the structure 
of a range of bridges.  
  
Understand how bridges are built 
for a variety of different weather 
conditions.  
  
How is a bridge constructed?  
Identify different forces and 
components used to make a 
bridge.  
  
Understand the impact they have 
on bridge construction.  

-Know how to use charcoal and paint 
together. 
 
-Understand the impact of designing a 
painting and what impact this has. 
 
-Understand what composition is and 
how to apply it to art. 
 
Composites and components: 
Should artists only use one medium at a 
time? 
 
Who is Emmeline Simpson? 
Know that Emmeline Simpson is an artist 
who creates scenes of Bristol using mix 
media. 
 
Understand her artistic choices when 
blending resources. 
 
Know how using mix media will alternate 
art. 
 
Apply composition to artistic techniques. 
 
How can markings be used for effect? 
 
Understand how charcoal can be used to 
create a variety of different markings. 
 
Understand how pastel can be used in 
multiple ways for a range of purpose. 
 
Understand how to construct a range of 
markings with pencil. 
 
Compare and contrast the markings used 
with charcoal, pastel and pencil. 
 
Demonstrate the effectiveness of 
blending a variety of markings. 
 
Understand what composition is. 
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pain to a person. A 'corporal' punishment, such 
as flogging, takes its name from the Latin word 
for the body. It is most often practised on 
minors, especially in home and school settings. 
Common methods include spanking or 
paddling. It has also historically been used on 
adults, particularly on prisoners and enslaved 
people. Other common methods include 
flagellation. 
- Punishment for crime by inflicting pain or 

injury, including flogging, branding and 
even mutilation, was practised in most 
civilizations since ancient times. However, 
with the growth of humanitarian ideals 
since the Enlightenment, such 
punishments were increasingly viewed as 
inhumane. By the late 20th century, 
corporal punishment had been eliminated 
from the legal systems of most developed 
countries. 

- The legality in the twenty-first century of 
corporal punishment in various settings 
differs by jurisdiction. Internationally, the 
late twentieth and early twenty-first 
centuries saw the application of human 
rights law to the question of corporal 
punishment in a number of contexts: 

- Corporal punishment in the home, 
punishment of children or teenagers by 
parents or other adult guardians, is legal 
in most of the world. 58 countries, most 
of them in Europe and Latin America, 
have banned the practice as of 2018. 

- School corporal punishment, of students 
by teachers or school administrators, has 
been banned in many countries, including 
Canada, Kenya, South Africa, New Zealand 
and all of Europe. It remains legal, if 
increasingly less common, in some states 
of the United States and Australia. 

- Judicial corporal punishment, as part of a 
criminal sentence ordered by a court of law, 
has long disappeared from European countries. 
However, as of November 2017, it remains 
lawful in parts of Africa, Asia, the Anglophone 
Caribbean and indigenous communities of 
Ecuador and Colombia. 

  
Consider how to explain the 
importance of accuracy with 
regards to practical tasks.  
  
Understand the features of the 
Clifton Suspension Bridge and why 
it is built that way.  
  
How will designing a bridge impact 
the effectiveness?  
Design and create their own bridge 
based on the previous lessons.   
  
Understand how planning a project 
develops a structured building 
process.  
  
Understand how to explain choices 
of resources and materials and the 
reasons behind that to support the 
creation.  
  
Design to go into sketch books and 
explain their reasoning for these 
choices.  
  
What materials will you choose?  
Understand how to experiment 
with forces, materials and 
components to construct a secure 
bridge.  
  
Know what bridges would be best 
applied to different environments.  
  
Explore deconstruction and how 
this impacts the effectiveness of the 
bridge.  
  
How will you evaluate?  
Know how to self-evaluate own and 
peer work in a fair and effective 
manner.  
  

Understand how to explain choices in 
different resources and what effect they 
have. 
 
What is a still life drawing? 
Understand that a still life drawing is an 
artistic impression of an object that does 
not move. 
 
Know how to sketch still life using either 
charcoal or pastel. 
 
Explain reasoning of resources and what 
impact this will have on art. 
 
Explore composition and how this will 
develop art work. 
 
Apply knowledge of colour, mark making 
and paint, alongside the aim to convey a 
message to produce an image of their 
home city. 
 
How will paint alter your artistic ideas? 
Explore using art and charcoal together 
and what impact this has. 
 
Understand how to reflect on processes 
and alter approaches. 
 
Understand how to plan an image using 
composition. 
 
Explore artistic techniques when 
painting a famous landmark in Bristol. 
 
Understand how to add detail and depth 
to art. 
 
Explore how using charcoal and/or 
pastel will deepen the detail within the 
art. 
 
How will you evaluate? 
Know how to self-evaluate own and peer 
work in a fair and effective manner. 
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- Closely related is prison corporal punishment 
or disciplinary corporal punishment, ordered 
by prison authorities or carried out directly by 
staff.  
- Capital punishment is the practice of 
executing someone as punishment for a 
specific crime after a proper legal trial. 
The phrase 'capital punishment' comes from 
the Latin word for the head. 
- It can only be used by a state, so when non-
state organisations speak of having 'executed' 
a person they have actually committed a 
murder. 
- It is usually only used as a punishment for 
particularly serious types of murder, but in 
some countries treason, types of fraud, 
adultery and rape are capital crimes. 
- Capital punishment is used in many countries 
around the world. According to Amnesty 
International as at May 2012, 141 countries 
have abolished the death penalty either in law 
on in practice. Source: Amnesty 
- Capital punishment in the United Kingdom 
was used from ancient times until the second 
half of the 20th century. The last executions in 
the United Kingdom were by hanging, and took 
place in 1964, prior to capital punishment 
being suspended for murder in 1965 and finally 
abolished in 1969 (1973 in Northern Ireland) 
Bristol- Initially executions took place at 
Gallows Acre at the top of St. Michael's Hill 
until 1816. After that they were conducted at 
New Gaol on Spike Island until 1849 before 
public executions were prohibited and they 
were done in Horfield Prison. Last execution in 
Bristol was Theodore Schurch, who was 
hanged for treachery in 1946. 
- Sentencing as it is today- If you are found 
guilty of a crime, your sentence will depend on 
a number of factors, including the type, 
seriousness and circumstances of the crime. 
When deciding on a sentence, the judge or 
magistrate will consider things like: 
-your age 
-the seriousness of the crime 
-if you have a criminal record 
-if you pleaded guilty or not guilty 

Understand how evaluating 
construction is part of the building 
process to make improvements.  
  
Possible book links – Brunel: The 
Man Who Build the World  
  
Discuss the impact that he has had 
on bridge building through his own 
work.  

 
Will altering the components of a 
bridge change its effectiveness?  
Concepts - structures  
Explore and experiment with a 
range of different bridge structures  
Explore forces and components 
involved with bridge building  
Design and make their own bridge  
Design arch and truss bridges  
Selecting materials and equipment 
according to functional properties  
Working with increasing accuracy in 
regards to practical tasks  
Use triangulation for bracing  
Testing to deconstruction to 
evaluate the successful and 
unsuccessful properties of a design 
and its materials  
Understanding the importance of 
compression and tension in bridge 
structures  
 
 
Key Figures: Brunel, look at 
suspension bridge and other 
famous Bristolian 
monuments. Eilis O’Connel designed 
Pero’s bridge  
  
  
Links: History link to Brunel as a 
Bristolian designer and compare 
and contrast the different things 
that he has built within history.  
  

Understand how reflecting on work is 
important and how this allows us to 
amend our art work. 
 
Key figures: Emmeline Simspon, look at 
mixed media art of Bristol. 
 
Look at Bansky and his artwork that he 
has produced around Bristol. 
 
Look at Jen Urquhart and Richard Long 
and their artwork on Bristol. 
 
Links: Link to previous year groups 
where painting skills had been taught. 
 
Link to sketching techniques and 
discussion around these. 
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-Aggravating or mitigating circumstances 
Your sentence might depend on any 
‘aggravating’ or ‘mitigating’ circumstances. 
An aggravating circumstance is something that 
makes a crime more serious, such as burgling 
someone’s house while they are asleep in bed. 
A mitigating circumstance is something that 
may reduce your sentence, such as having 
problems in your personal life that have 
affected your behaviour. 
Sentencing guidelines 
Judges and magistrates use guidelines from the 
Court of Appeal and the Sentencing Council 
when deciding what sentences to give. 
 -What happens when laws are broken now- 
See diagram from future learn: 1- Crime 
allegedly committed and recorded by police. 2- 
Investigation stage- suspect interviewed and 
police consider charge and seek advice from 
CPS. 3- Suspect charged- by police or lay of 
information and requisition to court. 4- All 
cases have an appearance before Magistrates 
Court. The seriousness of the case will 
determine where an individual’s case is to be 
heard. There are three categories of offences 
and each vary in terms of which court the case 
will be held in. 
• Summary offences 
• Either-way 
• Indictable offences 
Stage 5A: summary offences 
A summary offence is the least serious offence 
that a defendant can be tried for. Summary 
offences can only be tried in the Magistrates’ 
Court, where they will receive aa penalty 
commensurate to this type offence. For 
example, Common Assault is a summary 
offence with a maximum custodial penalty of 
six months. 
Over 90% of all criminal offences are dealt with 
in the Magistrates’ Court. 
Stage 5B: either-way offences 
An either-way offence is a middle-ranking 
offence in terms of seriousness. An either-way 
offence can be tried in either the Magistrates’ 
Court or the Crown Court, with the penalty for 
the same offence varying depending on the 



type of court in which the case is heard. For 
example, Theft is an either-way offence with a 
maximum custodial penalty of six months in 
the Magistrates’, but seven years in the Crown 
Court. 
Even though penalties are potentially greater 
in the Crown Court, a defendant may opt to be 
tried here because in the Crown Court, they 
will be tried in front of a judge and jury, rather 
than only by Magistrates. 
Stage 5C: indictable offences 
An indictable offence is the most serious 
offence that a defendant may be tried for. An 
indictable offence can only be tried before a 
judge and jury in the Crown Court, where they 
are more likely to receive a harsher penalty. 
This reflects the more serious nature of crimes 
that are heard in Crown Courts. 
For example, Robbery is an indictable offence 
with a maximum custodial penalty of life 
imprisonment. The Crown Court deals with a 
minority of cases each year. 
- Evidence of why corporal and capital 
punishment were used   
-  How do we know that these were stopped  
- Law favoured the rich and punished the 
poor  (explored in a later composite) 

 

 
Where does the English law system originate 
from?  

- understand that law is the system of rules 
which a particular country or community 
recognizes as regulating the actions of its 
members and which it may enforce by the 
imposition of penalties.  
- Greeks started democracy- dikastaí- normal 
cases jury of 500 citizens that no one could 
select for their own trial and capital cases jury 
was 1000-1500 citizens. Majority rule.   
- Roman Laws- Twelve Tables 450 BC- 
characteristics of jury came in- Capital trials 
were held in front of juries.  
- Justinian code- one part of the Corpus Juris 
Civilis (the codification of Roman law)- 
Byzantines expanded the code   



- The Theodosian Code 438 AD- Compilation of 
the laws of the Roman empire. 
- Vikings- English by-law comes from 
Scandinavian word by for ‘town’. Trial in front 
of a panel and jury. Jury size depended on 
severity of the case.  
- Europe became feudalistic 10th- 15th century- 
imposed in England by William the Conqueror 
1066 but most elements of feudalism were 
already present. Ended 1500. Norman invasion 
1066-  His rule marked an increase in the 
influence of the king over crime and 
punishment. Punishment and law enforcement 
became more centralised with less decisions 
taken by local communities. 
·      Punishments also became harsher with an 
increase in the use of execution. This was to 
demonstrate the power of the new king across 
his newly conquered land. 
·      This can be seen in Williams response to 
rebellions. There were great rebellions in the 
north in York and East Anglia. William 
responded brutally, executing rebels and 
destroying farmland and animals- it is 
estimated that 100,000 people died of 
starvation from the food shortages. 
·      His power could also be seen in his castle 
building programme. Castles were designed to 
keep watch over communities and look 
intimidating- another great show of power and 
royal authority from the new king. 
- Legal reforms of King Henry II 12th century- 
centralised system of law established- this is 
the same as ‘Common Law’ that prevails in 
current times. 
- Charles I execution 1649. Trialled by High 
Court of Justice and found guilty.  Charlemagne 
code – case law  
- Norman conquest Henry the 7th 

- Assize of clarendon- King Henry II- a jury of 
free men was charged with reporting any 
crimes that they knew of in their hundred to a 
"justice in eyre", a judge who moved between 
hundreds on a circuit. A criminal accused by 
this jury was given a trial by ordeal. 
The Church banned participation of clergy in 
trial by ordeal in 1215. Without the legitimacy 
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of religion, trial by ordeal collapsed. The same 
year, trial by jury became an explicit right in 
one of the most influential clauses of Magna 
Carta. Article 39 of the Magna Carta. 

- 18th century the ‘Bloody Code’- there was growing 

opposition to the death penalty for all but the most 

serious crimes. It was an era of imprisonment with 

hard labour and of transportation. (convicts shipped 

to British colonies like America, Australia and Van 

Diemen’s Land (Tasmania) 

 
- how do we know that all of this happened 

- how reliable is the information  
  

How do we know our system is different to our 
ancestors?  

- Roman law trial by peers selected from 
community in open court. 
Anglo Saxons- communities of 10 men 
(tithings) responsible for each other’s 
behaviour. Oath-keepers to say they are 
innocent- if they don’t have enough they 
would face trial by ordeal. 
Meanwhile, a new type of court began to 
evolve – that which we now recognise as the 
magistrates’ court. Magistrates’ courts hark 
back to the Anglo-Saxon moot court and the 
manorial court, but their official birth came in 
1285, during the reign of Edward I, when ‘good 
and lawful men’ were commissioned to keep 
the King’s peace. 
Tudors- public executions.  
- One person’s accusation against another 
- 16th and 17th century prisons- badly 
maintained, men women, boys and girls, 
debtors and murderers all held together. 
- 16th/17th century- House of correction- the 
London Bridewell- instil habits of industry to 
petty offenders and vagrants through prison 
labour- by the end of this period they were 
absorbed into the prison system under the 
control of local Justices of Peace. 
- Guy Fawkes 1605- Tortured  

- Victorian prisons- Hard labour- extremely 
physically demanding and would take place for 
hours to earn food. 
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- Prison hulks – ships anchored in the Thames, and 
at Portsmouth and Plymouth – were also used from 
1776, where prisoners would be put to hard labour 
during the day and then loaded, in chains, onto the 
ship at night. The appalling conditions on the hulks 
eventually led to the end of this practice in 1857.  
- 1777 John Howard First penal reformer 
- 1799- Penitentiary Act- gaols built for one inmate 
per cell and operate on a silent system with 
continuous labour. 
- The Prison Act 1898 reasserted reformation as the 
main role of prison regimes and in many ways this 
legislation set the tone for prison policy today. It led 
to a dilution of the separate system, the abolition of 
hard labour, and established the idea that prison 
work should be productive, not least for the 
prisoners, who should be able to earn their 
livelihood on release. 
The Criminal Justice Act 1948 abolished penal 
servitude, hard labour and flogging. It also 
presented a comprehensive system for the 
punishment and treatment of offenders. Prison was 
still at the centre of the system, but the institutions 
took many different forms including remand 
centres, detention centres and borstal institutions. 
1965 saw the Murder (Abolition of Death Penalty) 
Act passed in Parliament. 
In the 1990s, there was a political turn in favour of a 
more punitive approach to crime and justice. The 
‘prison works’ movement was embraced by both 
Conservative and Labour governments and resulted 
in a steady rise in the numbers of people behind 
bars. At the same time, market reforms were 
introduced into the justice system. Prisons were 
introduced which were designed, financed, built 
and run by private companies. 
The early twenty-first century saw prison numbers 
continue to climb. While prison numbers have 
levelled off in recent years, cuts to budgets and a 
failure to tackle prison overcrowding has led to 
record levels of violence and self-injury in prisons. 
At the same time, a failed part-privatisation of the 
probation service has applied the brakes to the 
marketisation of criminal justice. With the politics of 
‘prison works’ hitting the reality of chaotic and 
violent prisons, the need for meaningful reform has 
never been more apparent. 



- Social standing over truth  - further explored in the 
final composite.  
- Current safeguarding measures   
- Now- Sources of evidence- DNA testing, CCTC, 
fingerprints, house/car alarms, improved street 
lighting, police (from Victorians), witness 
(Roman/Anglo-Saxons Oath-keepers), trial by judge 
and jury (Romans), neighbourhood watch (Anglo-
Saxons- tithings, hue and cry). 
- comparing sources of evidence to make an opinion 
- how do we know that all of this happened and 
how reliable is the information    
  
Is the judicial system fair? Has it always been this 
way?  

- Hung jury- When there are insufficient jurors 
voting one way or the other to deliver either a 
guilty or not guilty verdict, the jury is known as 
a “hung jury” or it might be said that jurors are 
“deadlocked”. The judge may direct them to 
deliberate further, usually no more than once 
or twice. After a hung jury, the accused will not 
be acquitted or convicted. The case can then 
be retried with a new jury. 
- biased jury - When the jury member brings 
outside evidence that they may have found 
themselves into the trial which has not been 
allowed by the judges or lawyers and is used to 
create bias on the part of the juror. This new 
information may be used to influence their 
final decision. Either attorney can challenge a 
juror that they believe has bias and request to 
disqualify the juror from the jury. In the end, 
no one can ensure a jury is 100% unbiased, but 
the courts come as close as possible. Jury’s 
have been found to be 90% accurate. 
- Romans- slaves had no rights, if you had 
money you could pay to have your punishment 
lessened.  
- Anglo-Saxons- wergild- disputes solved 

through payment to the family if someone 
was killed or injured. 

- Anglo-Saxon- trial by ordeal until end of 
12th century. Accused would hold red hot 
bar of iron or something equally painful- if 
their hand began to heal after 3 days they 



were considered to have God on their 
side, thus proving their innocence. 

- Earliest judges 12th century. Justices of 
eyre- mixed administrative and judicial 
jurisdiction- oppressive.  

- 12th-13th Century- Benefit of the clergy- 
This was when an accused person claimed 
the right to be tried in the more lenient 
Church courts. In theory, this right was 
intended only for priests. In practice, 
anyone loosely connected with the 
Church, such as church doorkeepers or 
gravediggers, used it to escape tougher 
punishments. To get around this problem, 
the Church used a test requiring the 
accused to read a verse from the Bible. 
The idea was to weed out the non-
churchmen who, unlike priests, were 
usually unable to read. However, others 
learnt the verse by heart and it soon 
became known as the ‘neck verse’ 
because it could literally save your neck 
from the hangman’s noose. 

- Henry II 18 judges- now 40000 judges. 
- First professional judges were appointed 

mid 13th century from the order of 
serjents-at-law. These were advocates 
who practised in the Court off Common 
Pleas. Important because the judiciary 
now had real professional experience of 
the law before moving on to the bench- 
fairer. 

- Over the years serjeants were overtaken 
by barristers and solicitors, even today 
these are groups from which the judiciary 
is appointed. 

- Judicial service free of government- It is 
vitally important in a democracy that 
individual judges and the judiciary as a 
whole are impartial and independent of 
all external pressures and of each other so 
that those who appear before them and 
the wider public can have confidence that 
their cases will be decided fairly and in 
accordance with the law.  



- Now- The richer you are, the more 
expensive lawyer you can afford who can 
help you in court cases. 

- Link to police corruption- racism, money 
(PHSE link) 

- Bribery Act 2010 

 

Links: Compare to back in time Vikings (Y4, Tudors 
Y3- Anne’s attempts to change to Catholicism) – 
how their rule law was garnered -Henry 8th, Vikings 
– workhouses prisons    

Wow Day – Prison/ judge speaker  
What is crime and punishment?  

 
Trips and Visits  
Shepton Mallet prison- no longer operational but can visit 
PCSO in  
Horfield prison   
Lay hill open prison   
Have a judge visit 
 
Where can this take you 
Prison officer 
Probation officer 
Criminal Psychologist 
Legal Assistant 
Legislator  
Judge   
Lawyer   
Barrister  
Solicitor 
Social care 
Counsellor 
Career advisor 

 
Bristol Links 
Horfield prison   
Lay hill open prison   
Executions took place at Gallows acre- top of St Michaels hill until 1816 - then Horfield prison   

 
Misconceptions 
All people who commit crimes go to prison. 
Police are there to catch us for being bad. 

Hinterland (practical activities)  

 
Useful web links:  
https://www.ancient.eu/religion/   

https://www.pewforum.org/2018/06/13/how-religious-commitment-varies-by-country-
among-people-of-all-ages/   

https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/history-of-the-judiciary/ 
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/6163_SC_Flow_Chart_FINAL.pdf - Really clear diagram showing law 

system today 

 
Scaffolding 

Sentence starters  
Evidence 
The evidence provided from (sources) suggests   
It is evident from the source that   
Source A suggests   
The evidence in (source) enables us to understand 

 
Explain 
The most likely cause for these changes was  
This means that   
It could be argued that   
The factors that contributed to the situation were   

 
Link 
There is no doubt that  
Thus we can conclude that   
We can therefore see  
It is clear that   

Commented [JA10]: There is so much work and research 
here - now we need to refine it into what we want them to 
know from h=this and how it answers the question  

Commented [JA33]: I like these  

https://www.ancient.eu/religion/
https://www.pewforum.org/2018/06/13/how-religious-commitment-varies-by-country-among-people-of-all-ages/
https://www.pewforum.org/2018/06/13/how-religious-commitment-varies-by-country-among-people-of-all-ages/
https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/history-of-the-judiciary/
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/6163_SC_Flow_Chart_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/6163_SC_Flow_Chart_FINAL.pdf


Life in prison is easier than on the outside (TV, Xbox).    
PP  
Deploy intervention appropriately to ensure domain knowledge is understood e.g. pre-teach, KO 
sent out on Seesaw with teacher video discussing and explaining key vocabulary and domain 
knowledge. 
Consolidation teach after half term to consolidate KO knowledge 
Fast 5 at the start of each lesson to allow knowledge to be remembered before moving on.  
Liaise with parents by sending out key dates for visitors, trips and when work is due in. 

 

EAL  
Key vocabulary from vocab above to be put on a word map with associated images. 
Key vocabulary to have child’s home language where relevant. 
Any relevant links to their countries and law in their countries can be made (discuss and compare 
e.g. corporal punishment). 
Pre-teach session to go through key vocabulary. 

 

Extension for experts   
How do our E-ACT values link to the law? 
In the British Values it says ‘the rule of law’. What does that mean?  
Is democracy always for the best of the majority? 

 

Dual coding  
No text heavy slides – ensure that imagery and modelling opportunities are copious in slides.  
Check that slides have diagrams with labels in relevant places. Talk through what is on the slide so 
children don’t have different channels in use. 

  
Timeline from Twinkl. 
Crime web from: 

http://www.farringtons.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1791&type=pdf 
 

Commented [JA32]: games and film glorifying law 
breaking  

Commented [JA34]: These are strong  

Commented [JA35]: Deepning  

Commented [JA36]: |These are excellent  

http://www.farringtons.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1791&type=pdf


 
Flowchart from: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/crime-justice-society  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year group: 5  
  

Topic Title:   Cohesion- Text links  
Who Let the Gods Out?- Maz Evans 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/crime-justice-society/0/steps/86630#:~:text=Once%20charged%20with%20an%20offence,remanded%20into%20custody%20in%20prison.


Term: 3 All roads lead to the Romans copying the 
Greeks? 

Fleeced!- Julia Wills 
The Thieves of Ostia- Caroline Lawrence 

Defenders: Dark Area- Tom Palmer 

National 
Curriculum links  

- The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 
- Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British, local and world history. 
- Note connections, contrasts and trends over time. 
- Ancient Greece- a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world. 

Key Questions  
  
Core knowledge 
Assessment   
  
What did the 
Greeks believe 
in? 
 
What did the 
Romans believe 
in? 
 
Where did the 
Romans get their 
Gods from? 
 
How influential 
were the 
Greeks? 
  
How was society 
structured in 
Ancient Greece? 
 
How was society 
structured in 
Ancient Rome? 
 
How was Ancient 
Greece ruled? 

History vocab:  
aristocrat 
citizen 
city-state 
colonies 
conquer 
democracy 
emperor 
empire 
mythology 
oracle 
pantheon 
Parthenon 
philosopher 
republic 
senate 

DT vocab  Art vocab  MFL vocab Key people/ 
figures/ places/ 
policies  

 
Romans: 
Caesar 100-44 BC 
 
Agrippa 63-12 BC 
 
Augustus 63 BC-14 
AD 
 
Claudius 10 BC-54 
AD 
 
Nero 37-68 AD 
 
Domitian 51-96 AD 
 
Trajan 53-117 AD 
 
Greeks: 
Hippocrates 
 
Euclid 
 
Archimedes 
 
Pythagoras 
 
Homer 
 
Plato 
 

History Knowledge  DT Knowledge  Art  MFL 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary   
  
 
Prior Domain Knowledge   
- Ancient Greece refers to the years 700-480 BC. 
- Ancient Rome refers to the years 753 BC- 476 AD. 
- Ancient Rome had two major periods of history. The first was the 

Roman Republic which lasted from 509 BC to 27 BC. During this time 
there was no single leader of Rome. The government was run by 
elected officials. The second period was the Roman Empire which 
lasted from 27 BC to 476 AD (Western Roman Empire). During this 
time the government was led by an emperor. 

-  Ancient Greece was a civilization that dominated much of the 
Mediterranean thousands of years ago. The Greeks came before 
the Romans and much of the Roman culture was influenced by the 
Greeks. 

- Ancient Greece formed the foundation of much of Western culture 
today. 

 

    
  

 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_rome.php


 
How was Ancient 
Rome ruled? 

Powerful substantive    

- The Romans were given credit for lots of inventions but they 

were more innovators than inventors.  

- Roman civilisation only really got into its stride in the third 

century BC. By then, the Greeks had been cultivating their 

culture for centuries. By the second century BC, Macedonia was 

still the main military power in the Greek world, but Rome was 

a greedy neighbour and fought four separate wars against it. 

By 146 BC, Macedonia and the rest of the Greek world had 

fallen under Roman rule. 

- Roman architecture is an interesting example of Greek 

influence. The very first structures in Rome were circular, 

implying a Celtic influence, but over time that all changed. 

Instead, the columns and triangular pediments that had been 

all the rage in Greece for centuries began to emerge. 

- Another example of the Greek influence on Rome is the 

pantheon of gods, renamed by the Romans but, in terms of 

myths and imagery, completely interchangeable with the Greek 

gods. Zeus was Jupiter and Aries was Mars, while soothsayers 

and oracles both also appeared in Greek culture. 

- The Olympic Games flourished under Roman rule and even 

chariot racing seems to have originated in Greece. 

  

Composites and components   
 

What did the Greeks believe in?  
- Religion was important to the ancient Greeks because they believed that 
it would make their lives better while they were living. They also believed 
the gods would take care of them when they died. 
 
- The Ancient Greeks believed in many different gods and goddesses. 

The Greeks believed that these gods and goddesses controlled 
everything in their lives and the environment. There was a god for 
every aspect of their lives. It was important to please the gods; 
happy gods helped you, but unhappy gods punished you. People had 
special places in their homes where they could pray to the gods. 
There were also public shrines in all sorts of places where people 
could pray and leave presents. 

- The Greeks, to show the gods how important they were, built 

temples in every town for one god or goddess. The temples were not 

like modern places of worship, for ordinary people to pray in. They 

were homes for statues of gods, which were cared for by priests. 

Religious ceremonies and festivals went on outside the temple. 

Aristotle 
 
Socrates 
 
Alexander the Great 

   



- The Ancient Greeks believed that all the gods came from Gaia (the 

Earth) and Uranos (the sky). They thought they were like adult 

humans - always falling in love, arguing, having children, playing 

music and partying. Like the Romans, the Greeks believed that 

different gods were responsible for different things. 

- The Greeks believed that twelve most important gods and goddesses 

lived at the top of Mount Olympus. They were a family and, just like 

a human family, they argued as well as looking after each other. 

- Mount Olympus, in northern Greece, is the highest mountain in the 

country. It was believed to be the home of the gods, because it was 

often so cloudy and no-one could see its summit. 

- Zeus was the ruler of the gods. 

- In their effort to understand their environment and the forces of 

nature, the Ancient Greeks invented stories to account for the things 

that went on in their lives. These tales, known as myths, were spread 

around by travellers. The myths were about the gods who controlled 

the elements of nature. 

 
What were important Greek inventions? 
- The ancient Greeks developed new ideas for government, science, 

philosophy, religion, and art. 
- Ancient Greece was split into many different states, each one was 

ruled in its own way. Each state had its own laws, government and 
money but they shared the same language and religion. The two 
most important city states were Athens and Sparta. 

- The influence of the Ancient Greeks are still felt by us today. The 
major impact in our lives today are in the arts, in philosophy, and in 
science, math, literature and politics. 

Some examples: 
- Trial by Jury 
- Greek Myths 
- Democracy 
- The word 'democracy' is Greek. It means 'government by the people. 

We have a form of democracy in Britain, and this is a legacy of the 
Athenians and their assemblies and councils. 

- Tragedy and Comedy 
- Theatre 
- The word 'theatre' is Greek. Most modern theatres follow the Greek 

plan. 
- The Olympics 
- The first Olympic Games were held in 776 BC at the Greek city of 

Olympia. 
- Marathon 
- Pheidippides ran from Athens to Sparta to ask for help against the 

Persians just before the Battle of the Marathon (490 BC). 



- Building styles (Architecture) 
- Throughout the world, buildings have been constructed in the style 

of Ancient Greece. The British Museum is an example of this. 
- The first alphabet with vowels 
- The Ancient Greeks played an important part in the development of 

the alphabet. The first two letters of the Greek alphabet - alpha and 
beta - have given us the word 'alphabet'. 

 
What did the Romans believe in? 
- The Romans believed in lots of gods. There were gods for just about 

everything. The Romans even took on many of the gods of the 
people they conquered. They especially liked the Greek gods. Many 
Romans had a shrine in their house to worship their personal 
household god. 

- Roman Gods- The Romans adopted much of Greek Mythology into 
their own. They took most all of the Greek gods, gave them Roman 
names, and then called them their own. Here are a few of major 
Roman gods that came from the Greeks: 

- Jupiter - Came from the Greek god Zeus. Jupiter was the king of the 
gods and god of thunder and lighting. He was the Patron God of 
Rome. 

- Juno - Juno was the equivalent of the Greek goddess Hera. Juno was 
Jupiter's wife and queen of the gods. Juno was considered the 
protector of Rome. 

- Mars - Mars came from the Greek god Ares. Mars was the god of 
war and Jupiter and Juno's son. 

- Mercury - Mercury was the equivalent of the Greek god Hermes. He 
was the god of trade. 

- Neptune - Neptune came from the Greek god Poseidon. He was the 
god of the sea and brother to Jupiter. He also was the patron of 
horses. Neptune's weapon was a great trident. 

- Venus - Venus was the equivalent of the Greek goddess Aphrodite. 
She was the god of love and beauty. 

- Apollo - Apollo was taken directly from Greek god Apollo. He was the 
god of music, poetry, and archery. His twin sister was Diana. 

- Diana - Diana was taken from the Greek goddess Artemis. She was 
goddess of the hunt, archery, and animals. Her symbols included the 
moon, the snake, and the bow and arrow. 

- Minerva - Minerva comes from the Greek goddess Athena. She was 
the goddess of wisdom. 

- Ceres - Ceres was the equivalent of the Greek goddess Demeter. She 
was goddess of agriculture and the seasons. It's from the name 
Ceres that we get the name for cereal. 

- Vulcan - Vulcan comes from the Greek god Hephaestus. He was the 
blacksmith for the rest of the gods and was god of fire. The word 
volcano comes from the name Vulcan. 



- Bacchus - Bacchus comes from the Greek god Dionysus. He was god 
of wine and the theatre. He was the youngest of the major gods and 
the only one born to a mortal. 

- Romulus and Remus- Early Roman mythology tells the story of how 
Rome was founded by two twin gods named Romulus and Remus. 
Romulus and Remus both wished to found a new city. Romulus 
wanted to found it on Palatine Hill, but Remus disagreed and wanted 
to found it on Aventine Hill. They had a fight and Romulus killed 
Remus. Romulus then founded the city of Rome and created the 
Roman legion as well as the Senate. 

- Imperial Cult- The Imperial Cult worshiped the Emperors of Rome. 
Starting with Julius Caesar, who ended the Roman Republic and 
became dictator, the emperors of Rome were deified, or turned into 
god status. This was a way for the leaders of Rome to become even 
more powerful. Most of the emperors were made into gods except 
for certain bad ones like Nero and Tiberius. This practice lasted up 
until Emperor Constantine who converted to Christianity. 

- Christianity- Since the Romans had many gods and the Christians 
believed in just one true God, Christians were often persecuted by 
Rome. At one point they were told to either worship and sacrifice to 
the Roman gods or they would be killed. Many were killed in the 
arenas by lions. When Emperor Constantine came into power he 
converted to Christianity and the persecution stopped. 

- Temples- There were many temples in Rome and throughout the 
Roman Empire. They were generally built for a single god and had a 
statue of the god at the centre. The most important temple in 
Ancient Rome was the Temple of Jupiter located on Capitoline Hill. 
The Pantheon was a temple to all the Roman gods. There were also 
temples built to the Emperors such as Julius Caesar and Augustus. 

- Festivals- The Romans held festivals and holidays to celebrate their 
gods. They would often have games and a large feast to celebrate. 
Some important festivals that the Romans celebrated were 
Lupercalia, Saturnalia, and the Consualia. 

 
 

What were the Greek political and social structures?  
- There were four main social classes of people within Athens. The 

highest class was made up of people born in Athens. Others from 
different locations could never aspire to fit in with this social group. 
This upper class was responsible for everything from the 
government to education and philosophy. If there was any type of 
work that needed to be done, slaves were required. Most homes in 
ancient Greece had slaves to take on these menial tasks. The middle 
class was made up of people that may not have been born in Athens 
but were working hard at their trade. They were considered free but 
weren’t given the same rights permitted to the upper class. The 
lower class of people were just one step above the slaves. In fact, 



many were once slaves that had gained their freedom. They had 
even fewer rights than the middle class. And finally, slaves were at 
the bottom of the social hierarchy. They had no authority and 
absolutely no rights. Many of the slaves were brought in from other 
countries. In some cases, their work could eventually pay for their 
freedom. Sparta had a slightly different social arrangement, with 
only three classes: citizens, slaves, and craftsmen or traders. 

- The city-state was the central part of ancient Greek life. It was here 
that all institutions of government, religion, and learning were 
housed. It was also here that the first principles of democracy were 
created. In Athens, the people started out with a monarch but 
transitioned to a government made up of assemblymen who were 
able to vote. In Sparta, society was set up a little differently, as the 
focus was on soldiers and war. In both Athens and Sparta, men 
played an active role in public life, spending time participating in 
government, learning new things, or working. Meanwhile, the 
women stayed within the home to carry out the tasks for the 
household. While slaves may have done most of the upkeep of the 
home, Greek women were focused on managing their homes. Many 
would sew clothing for their families or to sell. 

- The Greek City-State- Ancient Greece was made up of city-states. A 
city-state was a major city and the surrounding areas. Each city-state 
had its own rule and government. Sometimes the city-states fought 
each other. Athens and Sparta were the two largest city-states and 
they had many wars and battles. 

- Types of Government- There were three main types of government: 
- Democracy - A government ruled by the people, or assembly. 

Officials and leaders were elected and all citizens had a say. 
- Monarchy - A single ruler like a king. In Athens this ruler was called a 

Tyrant. 
- Oligarchy - When the government is ruled by a small group. 
- Over time some city-states, like Athens would change governments. 

Sometimes they were ruled by Tyrants and, at other times, they 
were a democracy. 

- Athenian Democracy- Democracy in Ancient Greece was very direct. 
What this means is that all the citizens voted on all the laws. Rather 
than vote for representatives, like we do, each citizen was expected 
to vote for every law. 

- They did have officials to run the government, however. Most of 
these officials were chosen by a lottery. So every citizen had a 
chance, regardless of their popularity or wealth, to become an 
official. A few key positions were voted on, such as the treasurer and 
the 10 generals who ran the army (also called the strategoi). 

- In order to vote, you had to be a citizen. However, not everyone who 
lived in Athens was a citizen. Only men who had completed their 
military training were counted as citizens. 



- Bodies of Government- There were three main bodies of the 
government: the Assembly, the Council of 500, and the Courts. 

- The Assembly included all citizens who showed up to vote. Everyone 
who was a citizen could participate as part of the assembly. The 
assembly would decide on new laws and important decisions, like 
whether or not to go to war. 

- The Council oversaw much of the day-to-day running of the 
government. The Council was determined by lottery. If your name 
was chosen, then you would be on the council for one year. 

- The Courts handled lawsuits and trials. The courts had large juries to 
help make decisions. For private lawsuits the jury was at least 201 
people, for public lawsuits the jury was at least 501 people. 

 
Why were the Roman political and social structures different to the 
Greeks?  
- Ancient Rome had two major periods of history. The first was the 

Roman Republic which lasted from 509 BC to 27 BC. During this time 
there was no single leader of Rome. The government was run by 
elected officials. The second period was the Roman Empire which 
lasted from 27 BC to 476 AD (Western Roman Empire). During this 
time the government was led by an emperor. 

- Roman Republic- During the time of the Roman Republic the top 
leaders of the Roman government were the consuls. There were two 
consuls at a time and they only served for one year. This kept any 
one man from becoming too powerful. 

- First Triumvirate- The fall of the Roman Republic began in 59 BC with 
an alliance between three powerful Roman politicians: Julius Caesar, 
Pompey the Great, and Marcus Licinius Crassus. This alliance became 
known as the First Triumvirate. These three men essentially ruled 
Rome. However, when Crassus died in battle in 53 BC, Pompey 
turned on Caesar and the two became enemies. 

- Julius Caesar- While Caesar was away from Rome leading his army, 
Pompey gathered political support against Caesar. Civil war erupted 
when Caesar led his army across the Rubicon River and approached 
Rome. Eventually Caesar defeated Pompey and became the most 
powerful man in Rome. Caesar's enemies did not want him to end 
the Roman Republic and become king, so they assassinated him in 
44 BC. 

- Second Triumvirate- After Caesar died, a Second Triumvirate formed 
between Mark Antony, Octavian (Caesar's heir), and Lepidus. The 
Second Triumvirate was officially recognized by the Roman 
government in 43 BC. Some historians consider this to be the end of 
the Roman Republic. The Second Triumvirate ruled for ten years 
until 33 BC. However, it began to split up when Octavian removed 
Lepidus from power in 36 BC. 

- Octavian Defeats Mark Antony- When the Second Triumvirate came 
to an end, a civil war began between Octavian and Mark Antony. 



While Mark Antony was with his army in the eastern portion of the 
empire, Octavian built a power base in Rome. He soon launched an 
attack against Mark Antony, who had allied with Cleopatra VII of 
Egypt. Octavian defeated Mark Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of 
Actium in 31 BC. 

- The Roman Empire Begins- Octavian was now the most powerful 
man in all of Rome. In 27 BC, he had himself named "Augustus" and 
became the first Emperor of Rome. This marked the beginning of the 
Roman Empire. The first period of the Roman Empire was one of the 
most prosperous times of Ancient Rome. The empire expanded to 
cover its largest expanse and Rome became very wealthy. 

- Similarly to Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome was made up of a 
structure called a social hierarchy, or division of people into 
differently-ranked groups depending on their jobs and family. The 
emperor was at the top of this structure, followed by the wealthy 
landowners, the common people, and the slaves (who were the 
lowest class). 

 
Links: Compare to back in time Vikings (Y4, Tudors Y3- Anne’s attempts to 
change to Catholicism)   

Wow Day  
Be a God for the day- children to take a Roman/Greek God/Goddess in pairs and create fact files, do role play and other activities 
of teacher choice. Dress as that God/Goddess.  
 

 
 
Trips and Visits  

Hinterland (practical activities)  
Useful web links:  

https://rome.mrdonn.org/comparison.html  
https://www.thoughtco.com/comparisons-ancient-greece-and-
ancient-rome-118635 
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/ancient-greece-
democracy-v-modern-day-11916830- 

 
Scaffolding 

Sentence starters  
Evidence 
The evidence provided from (sources) suggests   
It is evident from the source that   
Source A suggests   
The evidence in (source) enables us to understand 

 
Explain 
The most likely cause for these changes was  
This means that   
It could be argued that   
The factors that contributed to the situation were   

 
Link 

https://rome.mrdonn.org/comparison.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/comparisons-ancient-greece-and-ancient-rome-118635
https://www.thoughtco.com/comparisons-ancient-greece-and-ancient-rome-118635
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/ancient-greece-democracy-v-modern-day-11916830
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/ancient-greece-democracy-v-modern-day-11916830


Roman baths 
Bristol museum- discover the ancient Greeks workshop 
Drama workshop 
Roman Villas at Kingsweston 

 
Where can this take you 
Philosopher 
Lecturer 
Historian 
Archaeologist 
Politician  
 

Bristol Links 
Roman Villas at Kingsweston and Brislington 
Abona- Major Roman settlement in Bristol- linked to Bath by section of road which can still be seen at Durdham Down 
Bath- Roman baths 

 
Misconceptions 
Timeline of the Romans and Greeks- they were far apart.  
Separate civilisations.   

There is no doubt that  
Thus we can conclude that   
We can therefore see  
It is clear that   

  
PP  
Deploy intervention appropriately to ensure domain knowledge is understood 
e.g. pre-teach, KO sent out on Seesaw with teacher video discussing and 
explaining key vocabulary and domain knowledge. 
Consolidation teach after half term to consolidate KO knowledge 
Fast 5 at the start of each lesson to allow knowledge to be remembered before 
moving on.  
Liaise with parents by sending out key dates for visitors, trips and when work is 
due in. 

 

EAL  
Key vocabulary from vocab above to be put on a word map with associated 
images. 
Key vocabulary to have child’s home language where relevant. 
Any relevant links to their countries and law in their countries can be made. 
Pre-teach session to go through key vocabulary. 

 

Extension for experts   
Has there been times in history where dictatorships have challenged 
democracy? 
Has the political system fully evolved? Is there room for improvement? 
Was the Greek democracy a true democracy? 

 

Dual coding  
No text heavy slides – ensure that imagery and modelling opportunities are 
copious in slides.  
Check that slides have diagrams with labels in relevant places. Talk through 
what is on the slide so children don’t have different channels in use. 
Timeline: 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 Year 
group: 5  
  
Term: 5 

Topic Title:   

Were the Maya too primitive and 
underdeveloped to develop strong social 
belief systems? 

Cohesion- Text links  
The Great Kapok Tree- Lynne Cherry 

Rain Player- David Wisniewski 
Middleworld- J&P Voelkel 

The Hero Twins: Against the Lords of Death- Dan Jolley 

National 
Curriculum 
links  

-  Develop a chronologically secure knowledge of British, local and world history. 
- The achievements of the earliest civilizations. 
- A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history. 



Key 
Questions  
  
Core 
knowledge 
Assessment   
  
How do we 
know about 
the Maya? 
 
What is the 
creation story? 
 
Was religion 
important to 
the Maya? 
Why? 
 
What were 
Maya Gods 
like? 
 
How was 
society 
structured? 
 
Who controlled 
the society? 
 
How did the 
Maya compare 
the other early 
civilisations? 
 
What 
significant 
developments 
were made by 
the Maya? 
 

History vocab:  
Ahau 
Batab 
beliefs 
city-states 
codex 
dynasty 
haab’ 
hieroglyphs 
Itzamna 
Popol vuh 
sacrifice 
social belief system 
Tzolk’in  

DT vocab  
Structure  
Template  
Sliders  
Levers  
Pivots  
Linkages  
Components  
Function   
Accuracy   

Art vocab  MFL vocab Key people/ 
figures/ places/ 
policies  
  
Chichén Itzá 

 

Hieroglyphs 

 

Calendar System- 

Tzolk’in, Haab, Long 

count 

 

Popol Vuh 

 

Madrid Codex, Paris 

Codex, Dresden 

Codex- Important 

Maya codices 

 

Teotihuacan 

 

 

 
 

History Knowledge  DT Knowledge  Art  MFL 

Core, powerful, substantive, disciplinary   
  
 
Prior Domain Knowledge   
- The Maya civilisation was created between 1000 BC-1500 AD. 
- The ancient Maya lived in a region that today includes Guatemala, 

Belize, the Yucatan peninsula (Mexico) and the western portions of 
Honduras and El Salvador. 

- Maya civilisation was made up of independently run city-states which 
had kings. This grew to around 40 cities during the Classic Period 250 
AD. 

- They were excellent builders, artists, mathematicians, writers and 
astronomers.  

- Time was extremely important to the Maya. Their precise calendars 
aided their astronomical record keeping. 

- Religion was extremely important to the Maya. It involved several 
aspects of nature, astronomy and rituals. The religion was Polytheist 
and they worshipped more than 165 human-like Gods.  

 

Powerful substantive    
  
- The Maya created a civilisation in the rainforest where it is extremely 

humid with little water. They built spectacular temples, pyramids and 
palaces without metal tools, the wheel or pack animals. 

- Among the earliest Maya a single language existed, but by the Pre-
classic Period a great linguistic diversity developed among the various 
Maya peoples. In modern-day Mexico and Central America, around 5 

 How can folding produce 

movement?  
  
Concepts  

• Planning using 
storyboards and designs, 
communicating through words 
and illustrations  

• Making functional 
components  

• Using layers and spacers 
to construct pages  

• Cutting and assembling 
with accuracy  

• Constantly evaluating 
progress against design  

• Understand sliders, levers 
and linkages  

Understand structures and 
mechanisms  
  
Key Figures:   
  
Links: Use knowledge learned in 
year 3 about what kinds of levers 
and pivots to use for particular 
structures.  
  

  
  

 



How have the 
Maya impacted 
life today? 

  
  

million people speak some 70 Maya languages; most of them are 
bilingual in Spanish. 

- The Maya were the only civilization in the Americas to develop a 
fully-fledged writing system just like ours and were only 1 of 5 
cultures in the world to have developed a writing system where they 
could write anything they said. 

- The Maya were 1 of only 2 cultures in the world, and the only culture 
in the whole of the American continent, to create the number zero 

- The Maya played the earliest team sport in the world. They mixed 
rubber with juice of the morning glory plant to make the balls they 
used in their ballgame bouncy. The modern world didn’t discover 
how to do this until the 19th century. 

- The Maya still exist today. Half of the population of Guatemala is 
Maya. You can find Maya people not only in Guatemala but also in 
Mexico, Belize, Honduras and El Salvador. 

Composites and components   
 

How were Mayan myths created? 
- The Maya were an ancient civilisation of people who lived in an area 

that used to be known as Mesoamerica. People had lived in the area 

from around 5000 BC but it wasn’t until around 300 BC that the first 

cities started to form. Before this people were hunter gatherers, or 

lived in small villages. 

- The Popol Vuh, or Popol Wuj in the K’iche’ language, is the story of 
creation of the Maya. Members of the royal K’iche’ lineages that had 
once ruled the highlands of Guatemala recorded the story in the 16th 
century to preserve it under the Spanish colonial rule.  

- The Popol Vuh, meaning “Book of the Community,” narrates the 
Maya creation account, the tales of the Hero Twins, and the K’iche’ 
genealogies and land rights. 

- In this story, the Creators, Heart of Sky and six other deities including 
the Feathered Serpent, wanted to create human beings with hearts 
and minds who could “keep the days.” But their first attempts failed. 
When these deities finally created humans out of yellow and white 
corn who could talk, they were satisfied. In another epic cycle of the 
story, the Death Lords of the Underworld summon the Hero Twins to 
play a momentous ball game where the Twins defeat their 
opponents. The Twins rose into the heavens, and became the Sun 
and the Moon. Through their actions, the Hero Twins prepared the 
way for the planting of corn, for human beings to live on Earth, and 
for the Fourth Creation of the Maya. 

 
What did the Maya believe in? 
- The Maya believed that everything was imbued in different degrees 

with an unseen power or scared quality called k’uh which meant 
divine or sacredness. 

Pupils use a range of mechanisms 
and construction techniques to 
create a pop-up story book for 
younger children.  
  
Curriculum links: English   

https://maya.nmai.si.edu/the-maya/creation-story-maya
https://maya.nmai.si.edu/the-maya/creation-story-maya
https://maya.nmai.si.edu/the-maya/creation-story-maya
https://maya.nmai.si.edu/the-maya/creation-story-maya
https://maya.nmai.si.edu/the-maya/creation-story-maya
https://maya.nmai.si.edu/the-maya/creation-story-maya


- The universe of the ancient Maya was composed of kab, or Earth (the 
visible domain of the Maya people), kan, or the sky above (the 
invisible realm of celestial deities), and xibalba, or the watery 
underworld below (the invisible realm of the underworld deities). 

- Caves played a special role in Maya religion as they were seen as 
entranceways to the underworld. These were especially sacred and 
dangerous places where the dead were buried and special rituals for 
the ancestors conducted. 

- The Maya believed in hundreds of different nature gods who ruled 
people’s lives and decisions, such as the gods of maize, the Sun and 
fire. The lives of the Maya revolved around religion; they had many 
special ceremonies and rituals to honour the gods and ask for 
blessings. Cities had special temples were people went to worship 
and offer the gods gifts. 

- As well as gifts, the Maya believed that they had to offer blood 
sacrifices to the gods. They believed that if they didn’t, the Sun 
wouldn’t rise and the world would end. Blood sacrifices could be 
given in many ways. Rulers, for example, would pull spiky ropes 
through their tongues to draw blood, or fingernails would be pulled 
from slaves or captives. 

- The Maya followed a number of deities, the most central of which 
was Itzamnaaj. In his various aspects, Itzamnaaj was the lord over the 
most fundamental opposing forces in the universe — life and death, 
day and night, sky and earth. As lord of the celestial realm, Itzamnaaj 
was the Milky Way and could be depicted as a serpent or two-headed 
reptile. Other Maya deities included the sun god K'inich Ajaw, the 
rain and storm god Chaak and the lightning deity K'awiil, among many 
others. The Maya believed that each person had a "life force," and 
draining a person's blood in a temple could provide some of this life 
force to a god. 

- How do we know about ancient Maya Gods (Popol Vuh, Ethnographic 
studies, Chilam Balam books) 

 
How was society structured? 
- The Maya civilization was made up of many city states ruled by kings, 

each centred on a city 
- Mayan society was organised into city states. Each city has its own 

king and independent government who had complete control over 
his subjects. City states would often trade with each other but would 
also go to war frequently to try and gain power, wealth and glory for 
their city state. 

- Mayan society was structured a bit like a pyramid. The higher up the 
pyramid you were, the more important you were: 

- 1) King: The king was at the very top of the pyramid and was the most 
important person in the city state. The Maya believed that kings were 
chosen by the gods. This meant that a king’s orders and wished had 



to be obeyed. They were thought to serve as mediators between the 
gods and people on earth. 

- 2) Nobles and Priests: These were very important people who were 
educated. They were the scribes and astrologers of society. They 
lived in grand houses. They made up powerful concils of leaders. 

- 3) Palace Officials: These were also very important people. They were 
in charge of the day-to-day running of the city. 

- 4) Craftsmen: Craftsmen included anyone who had a skilled job, such 
as a stonemason, tailor or woodcarver. 

- 5) Farmers: Most ordinary people in Mayan society were farmers. 
They usually lived in small settlements and lived simple lives. 

- 6) Labourers: Labourers did the hard manual labour that was needed 
to build temples and other buildings. Labourers were paid a very low 
wage. 

- 7) Slaves: Slaves were at the very bottom of the social pyramid. They 
also had to do hard labour, and anything else they were told to do, 
but they didn’t get paid for their work. They were given food and 
shelter by their masters. 

- Laws: The Maya had strict laws. Crimes such as murder, arson, and 
acts against the gods were often punished with death. The 
punishment was much reduced, however, if it was determined that 
the crime was an accident. 

- If you broke a law you appeared in court where the local leaders or 
nobles served as judge. In some cases the king would serve as judge. 
At the trial the judge would review evidence and listen to witnesses. 
If the person was found guilty, the punishment was carried out 
immediately. 

- The Maya did not have prisons. Punishment for crimes included 
death, slavery, and fines. Sometimes they would shave the person's 
head as this was considered a sign of shame. If the victim of the crime 
wanted to pardon or forgive the accused, then the punishment may 
be reduced. 

- The Maya civilization was influenced by the city of Teotihuacan. An 
early ruler named Siyaj K’ak who may have come from Tikal ascended 
the throne. A stela recently discovered at EL Achoital, a site near 
Tikal, supports the idea that Teotihuacan controlled or heavily 
influenced Tikal for a time.  

- While agriculture and food gathering were a central part of daily life, 
the Maya had a sophisticated economy capable of supporting 
specialists and a system of merchants and trade routes. While the 
Maya did not develop minted currency, they used various objects, at 
different times, as "money." These included greenstone beads, cacao 
beans and copper bells. 

- Ultimately, the power of kings depended on their ability to control 
resources. Rulers managed the production and distribution of status 
goods used to enhance their prestige and power. They also controlled 
some critical (non-local) commodities that included critical everyday 



resources each family needed, like salt. The Maya rulers did not rule 
alone but were served by attendants and advisers who occasionally 
appear in Maya art.  

- Maya laborers were subject to a labor tax to build palaces, temples 
and public works. A ruler successful in war could control more 
laborers and exact tribute on defeated enemies, further increasing 
their economic might. 

- Not all Maya settlements were controlled by a king or elite member 
of society. At Ceren, A Maya village in El Salvador, archaeologists 
found there was no elite class in control and the village seems to 
have been managed communally, perhaps by local elders. 

- Mayan cities were interconnected fiefdoms but they lacked a political 
core, which made their subjugation by the Spanish a drawn-out 
process lasting some 170 years. 

- How do we know this and how reliable are the sources (codices, 
archaeology) 

 
How did the Maya compare to other early societies?  Kush/Mali 
- During 250-900 AD Maya civilization flourished. The civilization 

reached intellectual and artistic heights which no other in the New 
World and few in Europe could match at the time. They had large 
populations, a flourishing economy and widespread trade.  

- Many cities including Tikal, Copan and Palenque became abandoned 
due to drought, deforestation, war and climate change. Drought 
played a particularly important role.  

- The Mali Empire was led by the Emperor who was called the Mansa. 
The empire was then divided up into provinces that were each led by 
a governor called a ferba.  

- The Religion of Islam played an important role in the government and 
many of the govt. administrators were Muslim scribes. 

- In the Mali Empire, people were divided into castes and one of the 
most respected castes were the farmers. They were highly regarded 
because they provided food.  

- The Mali Empire was extremely wealthy due to it’s gold and 
flourishing trade. 

- Not long after the rule of Mansa Musa ended, the Mali Empire grew 
weak. In the 1400s it lost control of its borders and in the 1500s the 
Songhai rose to power. 

- The Kingdom of Kush lasted for 3000 years and was established 
around 1070 BC when it gained independence from Egypt. It was a 
sophisticated and cosmopolitan society and served as a major trading 
centre for goods such as gold, ivory, ebony and animal pelts. 

- The Kingdom of Kush was very similar to Ancient Egypt in aspects 
including government, culture and religion.  

- Similarly to the Mali Empire, Gold helped the Kingdom of Kush 
become wealthy through trade. As did Iron. 



- Religion played an important role in the lives of Kushites and they 
believed strongly in the afterlife. Outside of the Pharoah and the 
ruling class, the priests were the most important social class. They 
made laws and communicated with the gods.  

- Women were important and could be leader in Kush. Many of the 
Kushite leaders were queens. 

 
How have the the Maya impacted our lives today?  
- The Maya refer to both a modern-day people who can still be found 

all over the world as well as their ancestors who built an ancient 
civilization that stretched throughout much of Central America.  

- A system of writing using glyptic symbols was developed and 
inscribed on buildings, stele, artefacts and books (codices). 

- The Maya developed a writing system with hieroglyphs, a 
combination of whole-word symbols and syllables. Their script 
contains approximately 800 signs or glyphs. In order to decipher and 
understand the meanings of the hieroglyphs, the signs need to be 
matched to the language encoded in the script. The "voice" of Maya 
hieroglyphs is rooted in three spoken Mayan languages: Yucatec, 
Ch’olan, and Ch’orti’. Since the 1950s, scholars from all over the 
world have been able to decipher and read a large portion of the 
Maya hieroglyphs. These hieroglyphs are found carved in stone at 
archaeological sites, painted on ceramic vases, and painted on paper 
in accordion-shaped books called codices. 

- Record keeping was an important part of the Maya world and was 
essential for agriculture, astronomy and prophecy. Records of rainy 
and dry seasons allowed them to develop an advanced system of 
planting and harvesting crops. 

- The Maya had a symbol for the number 0 before the Europeans. A 
dot represented one, a line represented 5 and a shell represented 0. 

- The Maya developed a complex and accurate calendar system using 
their knowledge of astronomy and mathematics. It was one of the 
most accurate calendar systems in human history. It was composed 
of eighteen 20-day months plus a set of 5 days. It included long count 
that kept track of time by using different units that range in length 
from a single day to millions of years. 

- Cyclical Maya calendars are the Haab, Tzolk’in and the Calendar 
Round.  

- The Haab cycle is 365 days, and approximates the solar year. The 
Haab is a nineteen month calendar. The Haab is composed of 18 
months made of 20 days, and one month, made of 5 days. 

- The Maya sacred calendar is called Tzolk’in in Yucatec Mayan and 
Chol Q’ij in K’iche’ Mayan. This calendar is not divided into months. 
Instead, it is made from a succession of 20-day glyphs in combination 
with the numbers 1 to 13, and produces 260 unique days. The length 
of the Tzolk’in matches nine cycles of the Moon and the gestational 



period of humans. The Tzolk’in is also related to the movements of 
the zenith Sun and the growing cycle of corn. 

- The Calendar Round is made from the interweaving of the Tzolk’in 
and Haab calendars. In the Calendar Round, any given combination of 
a Tzolk’in day with a Haab day will not repeat itself, until 52 periods 
of 365 days have passed. The Maya believe that when a person 
reaches 52 years of age, they attain the special wisdom of an elder. 

- The Maya Calendar continues today. 
- Maya cities were carefully planned. Nixtun-Ch’ich had pyramids, 

temples and other structures built using a grid system, a sign of urban 
planning. 

- In the ancient city of Palenque archaeologists have found plumbing 
consistent with engineered water pressure. 

- Link to term 1: The Maya had a well-established law system with 
courts, punishments and death for the most severe crimes with some 
similarities to today. 

 
 
Links: Compare to Govt. of Ancient Greeks- city-states. Compare to the 
Roman beliefs, are they that primitive and that different- do we not share 
similarities today? How can 3 civilisations so far apart hold so much in 
common?   

Wow Day  
Ancient Maya fire ceremony  
 

Trips and Visits  
Maya One Day creative Ancient Maya workshop- Explore achievements, explore timeline, explore gods and rituals. 
Cadbury World- The Maya- Explore Maya myths and legends, the Maya codex, sport and their role in Cocoa. (up to 110 students) 

 
Where can this take you 
Religious person 
Philosopher 
Archaeologist 
Conservator 
Researcher 
Heritage manager 
Museum Curator 
Archivist 
Cartographer 
Historian 
Lecturer 
 

Bristol Links 
Fry’s Chocolate Factory founded 1761 Bristol. Fry’s Chocolate Cream first mass produced chocolate bar 1914. 
 

Misconceptions 

Hinterland (practical activities)  

 
Useful web links:  
https://www.ducksters.com/history/maya/maya_civilization_timeli
ne.php 
https://www.planbee.com/blog/maya-facts-ks2-children-
teachers/#:~:text=The%20Maya%20were%20an%20ancient,or%20l
ived%20in%20small%20villages. 
https://onedaycreative.com/workshop/mayan-mayhem/ 
http://www.historyshistories.com/maya-society.html - Explains 
society structure clearly with information on each tier. 

 
Scaffolding 
Sentence starters  
Evidence 
The evidence provided from (sources) suggests   
It is evident from the source that   
Source A suggests   
The evidence in (source) enables us to understand 

 
Explain 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/maya/maya_civilization_timeline.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/maya/maya_civilization_timeline.php
https://www.planbee.com/blog/maya-facts-ks2-children-teachers/#:~:text=The%20Maya%20were%20an%20ancient,or%20lived%20in%20small%20villages.
https://www.planbee.com/blog/maya-facts-ks2-children-teachers/#:~:text=The%20Maya%20were%20an%20ancient,or%20lived%20in%20small%20villages.
https://www.planbee.com/blog/maya-facts-ks2-children-teachers/#:~:text=The%20Maya%20were%20an%20ancient,or%20lived%20in%20small%20villages.
https://onedaycreative.com/workshop/mayan-mayhem/
http://www.historyshistories.com/maya-society.html


The Maya’s only significance is their role in developing chocolate. 
 
Referred to as the Mayans. (The Maya- Mayan only refers to language)  

The most likely cause for these changes was  
This means that   
It could be argued that   
The factors that contributed to the situation were   

 
Link 
There is no doubt that  
Thus we can conclude that   
We can therefore see  
It is clear that   

  
PP  
Deploy intervention appropriately to ensure domain knowledge is understood e.g. 
pre-teach, KO sent out on Seesaw with teacher video discussing and explaining 
key vocabulary and domain knowledge. 
Consolidation teach after half term to consolidate KO knowledge 
Fast 5 at the start of each lesson to allow knowledge to be remembered before 
moving on.  
Liaise with parents by sending out key dates for visitors, trips and when work is 
due in. 

 

EAL  
Key vocabulary from vocab above to be put on a word map with associated 
images. 
Key vocabulary to have child’s home language where relevant. 
Any relevant links to their countries and law in their countries can be made. 
Pre-teach session to go through key vocabulary. 

 

Extension for experts   
Do humans have an inherent need to believe in more? 
What evidence is there of the Maya today? 

 

Dual coding  
No text heavy slides – ensure that imagery and modelling opportunities are 
copious in slides.  
Check that slides have diagrams with labels in relevant places. Talk through what 
is on the slide so children don’t have different channels in use. 
Timeline: 



  
 

  

  
 


