
Key Vocabulary

Bristol Docks
Woollen cloth
Merchants
Pattison’s Yard
Floating harbour
Avonmouth docks
Merchant venturers society
Ship building industry
Slave ships
Transatlantic slave trade
Royal African Company
Triangular Trade
Africa
Plantations

•Bristol’s location is on the River Avon and River Severn, which 
flows into the Bristol Channel and then the North Atlantic Ocean. 
This made it an easy place to trade by sea.
•Vessels from Bristol were some of the first to travel 
internationally.
•John Cabot set sail from Bristol in 1497 hoping to find the passage 
to Eastern Indonesia but discovered America/Newfoundland 
instead.
•Bristol’s involvement in the transatlantic slave trade started in 
1698.
•The Transatlantic slave trade involved the enslavement of millions 
of Africans and their transport to the Americas, where they were 
made to work.
•Tobacco was grown on the slave plantations in America in the 
17th century and was brought to Bristol on slave ships.
•Edward Colston was an English merchant and slave trader 
who became involved in the slave trade as a member of the Royal 
African Company in 1680.
•The slave trade was stopped in 1807 by an act of parliament.

Want to know more?

• Research landmarks in Bristol linked to Edward Colston 
and consider people’s opinions about them in the present 
day.

• Research Bristol slave ships and uses sources to ask 
and answer questions about life on board for slaves and 
crew.

• Find out about other important people in the anti-
slavery movement and consider how their views fitted their 
own agendas.

Trip or Visitor Details

Bristol M-Shed: Workshop: Bristol 
and the Transatlantic Slave Trade

The Tobacco Trade- Year 4 -Term 1 ‘Golden age’ or shameful past

What will you need to know?

Try this at home: (follow web links)
 BBC video clips about the Atlantic slave trade and the role of 

greed and poverty
 A DK findout! diagram illustrating the slave trade
 Read Newsround's guide to the slave trade and Black History 

Month
 The triangular slave trade explained by BBC Bitesize
 An online history of Bristol’s role in the slave trade
 A short guide to the slave trade

What do you know and where 
could you go?

I should already have learnt:
• What docks are and why they are important
• What the docks in Bristol tell us about Bristol's history 

and development
• Who Brunel was and how he contributed to the ship 

building industry.

Where I could go:
• Learn about trade in Ancient Britain and compare with 

other that of other ancient civilisations.

North America
Caribbean
Plantations
Middle Passage
Tobacco
Snuff
Mills
profit
Resistance
Abolition
Thomas Clarkson
Edward Colston
Monument
enslavement

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_African_Company
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zqyfr82/resources/1
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/slave-trade/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/41433197
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zy7fr82/revision/1
http://www.discoveringbristol.org.uk/slavery/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/newsid_6340000/newsid_6342400/6342427.stm

