
Year 6 Reading Medium Term Plan  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Book Level  
RR: 30  

 
RR: 30  

 
Free Reader 

Free Reader Free Reader Free Reader 

Assessment 
Literacy Assessment Online – 
Word Reading Age  

Benchmark Level  
  
Summative Assessment 
– Reading Comprehension   

Literacy Assessment Online – 
Word Reading Age  
  

Benchmark Level  
  
Summative Assessment – 
Reading Comprehension  
  

Literacy Assessment Online – 
Word Reading Age  
  

Benchmark Level  
  
Summative Assessment – 
Reading Comprehension  
  

Homework 
Homework:  Children take fine levelled reading books home to re-read. Children will re-read books frequently to gain fluency and consolidate skills. Children may also take 
home books from the school library to share with families (may be too difficult for child to read on their own.)  
 

    

Year 6  

Reading  

Skills  Objectives  What should be seen in the 
classroom?    Term 1  Term 2  Term 3  Term 4  Term 5  Term 6  



Word Reading 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Pupils should be taught to: apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology) both to read aloud and 
to understand the meaning of new words that they meet. 

 
Encourage pupils to work out unfamiliar words.  

Each child will read books closely 
matched to their developing phonic 
knowledge.  
  
Benchmark assessments used to 
gain instructional book level for 
children.  
  
Children practice reading the book 
level below to gain fluency in 
reading.  
Daily individual reading  
Daily story time   
Daily RIC activity through an image  

  
 

 
Question Stems  



Vocabulary 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

To identify new words 
and evaluate how they 
contribute to meaning. 

• Know when a 
new word is read 
and be told the 
meaning. 

• Know how to 
explore the 
meaning of new 
words using 
background 
knowledge. 

• Know how to 
distinguish 
between fact and 
opinion. 

• Know how to 
check a text 
makes sense by 
discussing 
understanding 
and exploring the 
meaning of new 
words. 

To identify new words 
and evaluate how they 
contribute to meaning. 

• Know when a new 
word is read and 
accurately check 
the meaning. 

• Know how to 
explore the 
meaning of new 
words using 
background 
knowledge and 
information from 
the text. 

• Know how to 
distinguish 
between fact and 
opinion. 

• Know how to check 
a text makes sense 
by discussing 
understanding and 
exploring the 
meaning of new 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify and explore 
similes and 
metaphors. 

 

To identify, discuss and 
evaluate language. 

• Know when a new 
word is read and 
accurately check 
the meaning. 

• Know how to 
explore the 
meaning of new 
words using 
background 
knowledge and 
information from 
the text. 

• Know how to 
distinguish 
between fact, 
opinion and begin 
to understand bias. 

• Know how to check 
a text makes sense 
by discussing 
understanding and 
exploring the 
meaning of new 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify and explore 
similes and 
metaphors and 
consider the impact 
on the reader. 

 

To identify, discuss and 
evaluate how language 
contributes to meaning. 

• Know when a 
new word is 
read and 
accurately 
check the 
meaning. 

• Know how to 
explore the 
meaning of 
new words 
using 
background 
knowledge 
and 
information 
from the text. 

• Know how to 
distinguish 
between fact, 
opinion and to 
understand 
bias. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
explore 
similes, 
metaphors, 
analogy, 
imagery and 
consider the 
impact on the 
reader. 

 

To identify, discuss and 
evaluate how language, 
structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning. 

• Know when a new 
word is read and 
accurately check 
the meaning. 

• Know how to 
explore the 
meaning of new 
words using 
background 
knowledge and 
information from 
the text. 

• Know how to 
distinguish between 
fact, opinion and 
bias and begin to 
understand the 
impact each has on 
the reader. 

• Know how to check 
a text makes sense 
by discussing 
understanding and 
exploring the 
meaning of new 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify, explore 
and evaluate 
similes, metaphors, 
analogy, imagery, 
style and effect and 
consider the impact 
on the reader. 

To identify, discuss and 
evaluate how language, 
structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning. 

• Know when a new 
word is read and 
accurately check 
the meaning. 

• Know how to 
explore the 
meaning of new 
words using 
background 
knowledge and 
information from 
the text. 

• Know how to 
distinguish 
between fact, 
opinion and bias 
and understand 
the impact each 
has on the reader. 

• Know how to 
check a text makes 
sense by 
discussing 
understanding and 
exploring the 
meaning of new 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify, explore 
and evaluate the 
impact of 
figurative 
language on the 
reader. 

• What does the 
word…mean in this 
sentence?  

• Find and 
copy a word which means… 

• What does this word or 
phrase tell you about…?  

• Which word in this section 
do you think 
is the most important? 
Why?  

• Which of the words best 
describes the 
character/setting/mood etc. 

• Can you think of any other 
words the author could have 
used to describe this?  

• Why do you think…is 
repeated in this section?  

• Can you find a 
word/sentence that 
tells/shows you that...?  

• Why do you think that the 
author used the word...to 
describe...?  

• Can you find a word in the 
text that means the same 
as...?  

• Find an adjective/noun/verb 
in the text.  

 
Sentence Stems 

• I can tell that the setting 
is…because the author… 

• I think the author used the 
word…to… 

• Phrases such as…tell us 
that… 



  

• Know how structure 
and presentation 
impact on the 
reader. 

• Know how 
structure and 
presentation 
impact on the 
reader. 

 

• We are given the 
impressions that the main 
character is…because… 

• Give or explain the meaning 
of words in context. 



Inference 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

To understand what is 
read by drawing 
inferences regarding 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions. 

• Know how to 
make inferences 
regarding 
characters’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to 
identify themes 
within a text. 

• Know how to 
identify figurative 
language. 

• Know how to 
identify key 
details which 
support 
inferences. 

To understand what is 
read by drawing 
inferences regarding 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding 
characters’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to 
identify themes 
within a text. 

• Know how to 
identify figurative 
language. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
which support 
inferences. 

To understand what is 
read by drawing 
inferences regarding 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding 
characters’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to 
identify themes 
within a text and 
suggest the impact 
on the reader. 

• Know how to 
identify figurative 
language and 
suggest the impact 
on the reader. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
which support 
inferences. 

To understand what is 
read by drawing 
inferences regarding 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions and 
justifying with evidence. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding 
characters’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding themes. 

• Know how to 
identify figurative 
language and 
suggest the impact 
on the reader. 

• Know how to justify 
their inferences. 

To understand what is 
read by drawing 
inferences regarding 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions and 
justifying with evidence. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding 
characters’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding authors’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to make 
inferences 
regarding themes. 

• Know how to 
explain how 
figurative language 
impacts on the 
reader. 

• Know how to justify 
their inferences 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to justify 
their inferences 
across texts. 

To understand what is 
read by drawing 
inferences regarding 
characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives 
from their actions and 
justifying with 
evidence. 

• Know how to 
make inferences 
regarding 
characters’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to 
make inferences 
regarding authors’ 
viewpoints. 

• Know how to 
explain how 
figurative 
language impacts 
on the reader. 

• Know how to 
justify their 
inferences 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to 
justify their 
inferences across 
texts. 

Question Stems  

• Why was…feeling…?   

• Why did …happen?   

• Why did…say…?   

• Can you explain why? 

• What do you think the 
author intended 
when they said…?   

• How does…make you feel?  

• Why do you think all the 
main characters are girls in 
this book? 

• Would you like to live in this 
setting? Why/why not?   

• Is there anything you would 
change about this story?  

• Do you like this text? What 
do you like about it? 

• What do you think...means? 
Why do you think that?  

• How do you think...?  

• When do you think...?  

• Where do you think...?  

• How has the author made us 
think that...?  

Sentence Stems 

• I think…The evidence from 
the text which makes me 
think this is… 

• The phrase…gives me the 
impression that… 

• The author gives the 
impression that…by… 

• The word…implies that… 

Prediction 
 

To predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied.  
 

To predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied.  
 

To predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied.  
 

To predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied.  
 

To predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied.  
 

To predict what might 
happen from details 
stated and implied.  
 

Question Stems  

• Look at the book 
cover/blurb –what do you 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

• Know how to 
make predictions 
regarding what 
might happen 
using book 
cover/blurb clues. 

• Know how to 
make predictions 
regarding 
characters’ 
thoughts and 
actions. 

• Know how to 
explain 
predictions 
through referring 
to key details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to 
locate specific 
information using 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
justify their 
predictions 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to make 
predictions 
regarding what 
might happen next. 

• Know how to make 
predictions 
regarding 
characters’ 
thoughts and 
actions. 

• Know how to 
explain predictions 
through referring to 
key details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to justify 
their predictions 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to make 
predictions 
regarding what 
might happen next. 

• Know how to make 
predictions 
regarding 
characters’ 
thoughts and 
actions. 

• Know how to 
explain predictions 
through referring to 
key details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to justify 
their predictions 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to make 
predictions based 
on their 
understanding of 
content and 
themes. 

• Know how to 
explain predictions 
through referring to 
key details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to justify 
their predictions 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to make 
predictions based 
on their 
understanding of 
content and 
themes. 

• Know how to 
explain predictions 
through referring to 
key details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to select 
points that support 
their predictions. 

• Know how to 
challenge others’ 
predictions 
courteously. 

• Know how to justify 
their predictions 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to 
make predictions 
based on their 
understanding of 
content and 
themes. 

• Know how to 
explain predictions 
through referring 
to key details and 
comparisons. 

• Know how to 
locate specific 
information using 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
select points that 
support their 
predictions. 

• Know how to 
challenge others’ 
predictions 
courteously. 

• Know how to 
justify their 
predictions 
referring to key 
details and 
comparisons. 

think this book will be 
about?   

• What do you think will 
happen next? 
What makes you think this?  

• How does the choice 
of character or setting 
affect what 
will happen next?  

• What is happening? 

• What do you think 
happened before 

• What do you think will 
happen after?   

• What do you think the last 
paragraph suggests?  

• What will happen next?  

• Where do you think...will go 
next?  

• What do 
you think...will say/do next? 

• How do you think that this 
will end?  

• Who do you think has done 
it?  

• What might...say about 
that?  

Sentence Stems 

• From the front cover/blurb, I 
predict that… 

• Another book with a similar 
theme is…because… 

• Based on what I already 
know, I think the main 
character will… 



 

Retrieval 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

To retrieve, record and 
present information.  
 

• Know how to 
locate specific 
information using 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
identify key 
details that 
support answers. 

• Know how to 
locate key details 
that support main 
ideas. 

 

To retrieve, record and 
present information.  
 

• Know how to locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
that support 
answers. 

• Know how to locate 
key details that 
support main ideas. 

 

To retrieve, record and 
present information.  
 

• Know how to locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
that support 
answers. 

• Know how to locate 
key details that 
support main ideas. 

 

To retrieve, record and 
present information.  
 

• Know how to 
speedily locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
that support 
answers. 

• Know how to locate 
key details that 
support main ideas. 

 

To retrieve, record and 
present information.  
 

• Know how to 
speedily locate 
specific information 
using skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
that support 
answers. 

• Know how to locate 
key details that 
support main ideas. 

• Know how to 
provide reasoned 
justifications for 
their answers. 

 

To retrieve, record and 
present information.  
 

• Know how to 
speedily locate 
specific 
information using 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques. 

• Know how to 
identify key details 
that support 
answers. 

• Know how to 
locate key details 
that support main 
ideas. 

• Know how to 
provide reasoned 
justifications for 
their answers. 

 

Question Stems  

• What kind of text is this?  

• Who did…?   

• Where did…?  

• When did…?  

• What happened when…?   

• Why did … happen?   

• How did…?  

• How many…?  

• What happened to…?  

• Who is/are the main 
character(s)?  

• When/where is this story 
set?  

• Which is 
your favourite/worst/funnie
st/scariest part of the story? 
Why?  

• Find the part where...  
  

Sentence Stems 

• The evidence which justifies 
my opinion is… 

• Using the information I have 
read so far, I know that… 

• When…happened, the main 
character… 

Sequence and 
Summary 

 

 

To identify, sequence 
and summarise main 
ideas in a text. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
summarise key 
details that 

To identify, sequence 
and summarise main 
ideas in a text. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
summarise key 

To identify, sequence 
and summarise main 
ideas in a text. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
summarise key 

To identify, sequence 
and summarise main 
ideas in a text. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
summarise key 

To identify, sequence 
and summarise main 
ideas in a text. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
summarise key 

To identify, sequence 
and summarise main 
ideas in a text. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
summarise key 
details that 

Question Stems  

• Can you number these 
events 1-5 in the 
order that they happened?  

• What happened after …….?   

• What was the first thing that 
happened in the story? 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

support main 
ideas. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of 
what they have 
read. 

• Know how to 
summarise ideas, 
events and 
information 
throughout a 
text.  

details that support 
main ideas. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to 
summarise ideas, 
events and 
information 
throughout a text. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons within 
and across texts.  

details that support 
main ideas. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to 
summarise ideas, 
events and 
information 
throughout a text. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons within 
and across texts. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

details that support 
main ideas. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to 
summarise ideas, 
events and 
information 
throughout a text. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons within 
and across texts. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

details that support 
main ideas. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to 
sequence events. 

• Know how to 
summarise ideas, 
events and 
information 
throughout a text. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons within 
and across texts. 

• Know how to 
recommend books 
giving reasons 
based on what has 
been read. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

support main 
ideas. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of 
what they have 
read. 

• Know how to 
sequence events. 

• Know how to 
summarise ideas, 
events and 
information 
throughout a text. 

• Know how to 
make comparisons 
within and across 
texts. 

• Know how to 
recommend books 
giving reasons 
based on what has 
been read. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
discuss themes 
and conventions. 

• Can you summarise in 
a sentence the 
opening/middle/end of the 
story? 

• In what order do these 
chapter headings come in 
the story? 

• Sequence the key events in 
the story? 

• Who is your favourite charac
ter? Why?  

• What happens at the 
beginning of the story?  

• How/Where does the story 
start?  

• What happened at the end 
of the...?  

• Can you retell the story to 
me in 20 words or less?  

• What happened before 
that?  

 
Sentence Stems 

• The main argument in this 
paragraph is… 

• During this chapter… 

• I feel the most important 
message in this text is… 

• I would describe this 
book/chapter as… 

• This was important to the 
story because… 

 
  

Understanding and 
correcting 

inaccuracies 
 

To check that the book 
makes sense to them 
by discussing their 
understanding and 

To check that the book 
makes sense to them by 
discussing their 
understanding and 

To check that the book 
makes sense to them by 
discussing their 
understanding and 

To check that the book 
makes sense to them by 
discussing their 
understanding and 

To check that the book 
makes sense to them by 
discussing their 
understanding and 

To check that the book 
makes sense to them 
by discussing their 
understanding and 

Question Stems  

• Can you break the 
word/sentence up?  



 
 

 
 

 
 

  

  

  

exploring the meaning 
of words in contexts. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to 
explore the 
meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
listen to what is 
being read to 
create imagery. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to re-
read texts. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
make 
comparisons 
across texts. 

exploring the meaning 
of words in contexts. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to listen 
to what is being 
read to create 
imagery. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to re-
read texts. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

exploring the meaning 
of words in contexts. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to listen 
to what is being 
read to create 
imagery. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to re-
read texts. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

 

exploring the meaning 
of words in contexts. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to listen 
to what is being 
read to create 
imagery. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to re-
read texts. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

 
 
 
 

exploring the meaning of 
words in contexts. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to listen 
to what is being 
read to create 
imagery. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to re-
read texts. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
choices about the 
most efficient 
techniques to make 
notes. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

 
 
 
 

exploring the meaning 
of words in contexts. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
listen to what is 
being read to 
create imagery. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to re-
read texts. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to 
make choices 
about the most 
efficient 
techniques to 
make notes. 

• Know how to 
make comparisons 
across texts. 

 
 
 

• Are there any words/sounds 
you know?  

• Do you know a word that 
looks like it?  

• What could it say?  

• Read the whole sentence 
again, does is make sense?  

• If we know 
that...means...what 
might...mean?  

• Does the picture help us?  

• Where else could we look 
for a clue?  

• What would you say/do if 
you were...?  



 

Connecting and 
becoming familiar 

with texts 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

To read and discuss 
and increasingly wide 
range of texts that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to 
explore the 
meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
participate in 
discussions 
regarding texts 
read.  

• Know how to 
make 
comparisons 
across texts. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
discuss themes 
and conventions. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of texts that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
participate in 
discussions 
regarding texts 
read.  

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of texts that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
participate in 
discussions 
regarding texts 
read.  

• Know how to 
identify how the 
structure and 
presentation of 
texts contributes to 
meaning. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of texts that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
participate in 
discussions 
regarding texts 
read.  

• Know how to 
identify how the 
structure and 
presentation of 
texts contributes to 
meaning. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of texts that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
participate in 
discussions 
regarding texts 
read.  

• Know how to build 
on their own 
ideas/views and 
challenge others’ 
courteously. 

• Know how to 
respond to 
feedback on the 
quality of their 
explanations and 
contributions to 
discussions. 

• Know how to 
identify how the 
structure and 
presentation of 
texts contributes to 
meaning. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of texts that are 
structured in different 
ways and reading for a 
range of purposes. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts.  

• Know how to 
participate in 
discussions 
regarding texts 
read.  

• Know how to build 
on their own 
ideas/views and 
challenge others’ 
courteously. 

• Know how to 
respond to 
feedback on the 
quality of their 
explanations and 
contributions to 
discussions. 

• Know how to 
identify how the 
structure and 
presentation of 
texts contributes 
to meaning. 

• Know how to 
make comparisons 
across texts. 

Question Stems  

• What would you do if you 
were…? 

• If you had done that, what 
might…have said? 

 
Sentence Stems 

• The author has organised 
the text by… 

• During the text, the 
character changed/acted in 
the following ways: I think 
this happened because… 

• The most important part of 
this book/text is…because… 

• I can tell the author’s 
viewpoint is…because… 

• This part of the text can be 
compared to…because… 



  

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
themes and 
conventions. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
discuss themes 
and conventions. 

Non-Fiction 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

To read and discuss 
and increasingly wide 
range of non-fiction 
and reference books 
or textbooks. 

• Know how to 
retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to 
explore the 
meanings of 
words in different 
contexts. 

• Know how to use 
contents, indexes 
and glossaries to 
support their 
reading. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of 
what they have 
read. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 

• Know how to 
retrieve, record and 
present 
information from 
non-fiction. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts. 

• Know how to use 
contents, indexes 
and glossaries to 
support their 
reading. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 

• Know how to 
retrieve, record and 
present 
information from 
non-fiction. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts. 

• Know how to use 
contents, indexes 
and glossaries to 
support their 
reading. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 

• Know how to 
retrieve, record and 
present 
information from 
non-fiction. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts. 

• Know how to 
identify and locate 
different types 
conventions in 
writing.  

• Know how to use 
contents, indexes 
and glossaries to 
support their 
reading. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 

• Know how to 
retrieve, record and 
present information 
from non-fiction. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts. 

• Know how to 
identify and locate 
different types 
conventions in 
writing.  

• Know how to use 
contents, indexes 
and glossaries to 
support their 
reading. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read. 

To read and discuss and 
increasingly wide range 
of non-fiction and 
reference books or 
textbooks. 

• Know how to 
retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to explore 
the meanings of 
words in different 
contexts. 

• Know how to 
identify and locate 
different types 
conventions in 
writing.  

• Know how to use 
contents, indexes 
and glossaries to 
support their 
reading. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of 

Question Stems  

• Tell me three facts you have 
learnt from the text.  

• What is the text about?  

• What is the title of the text?  

• What kind of things would 
you expect to see in the 
text?  

• What is on the cover of the 
book? What does this tell 
you about 
the contents inside?  

• Can you find the features of 
this type of book?  

  



  

improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to 
make notes. 

• Know the 
difference 
between 
statements of 
fact and opinion. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to 
locate 
information. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
notes. 

• Know the 
difference between 
statements of fact 
and opinion. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to 
locate information. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
notes. 

• Know the 
difference between 
statements of fact 
and opinion. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to 
locate information. 

of what they have 
read. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
notes. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

• Know the 
difference between 
statements of fact 
and opinion. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to 
locate information. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and discuss 
their understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to make 
choices about the 
most efficient 
techniques to make 
notes. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
texts. 

• Know the difference 
between 
statements of fact, 
opinion and bias. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to 
locate information 
selectively and 
precisely across a 
range of texts. 

what they have 
read. 

• Know how to ask 
questions to 
improve their 
understanding. 

• Know how to 
explain and 
discuss their 
understanding 
through 
presentations and 
debates. 

• Know how to 
make choices 
about the most 
efficient 
techniques to 
make notes. 

• Know how to 
make comparisons 
across texts. 

• Know the 
difference 
between 
statements of fact, 
opinion and bias. 

• Know how to use 
skimming and 
scanning 
techniques to 
locate information 
selectively and 
precisely across a 
range of texts. 

Poetry and 
Performance 

 

To prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud 
and to perform. 

• Know how to 
show 

To prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform. 

• Know how to show 
understanding 

To prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform. 

• Know how to show 
understanding 

To prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform. 

• Know how to show 
understanding 

To prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform. 

• Know how to show 
understanding 

To prepare poems and 
plays to read aloud and 
to perform. 

• Know how to 
show 

Question Stems  

• Can you name the poet?  

• Can you identify the 
rhyming words?   



 
  

understanding 
through reading 
with intonation. 

• Know how to 
adapt tone and 
volume when 
reading to an 
audience. 

• Know how to use 
memory 
techniques to 
learn 
poems/plays to 
be read from 
memory. 

• Know how to 
include gestures 
and mimes to 
enhance 
performing 
plays/poems. 

• Know how to 
make 
comparisons 
across poems. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify and 
discuss figurative 
language used in 
poems/plays. 
 

 
 

 

through reading 
with intonation. 

• Know how to adapt 
tone and volume 
when reading to an 
audience. 

• Know how to use 
memory techniques 
to learn 
poems/plays to be 
read from memory. 

• Know how to 
include gestures 
and mimes to 
enhance 
performing 
plays/poems. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
poems. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
figurative language 
used in 
poems/plays. 
 

 
 

 

through reading 
with intonation. 

• Know how to adapt 
tone and volume 
when reading to an 
audience. 

• Know how to use 
memory techniques 
to learn 
poems/plays to be 
read from memory. 

• Know how to 
include gestures 
and mimes to 
enhance 
performing 
plays/poems. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
poems. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

• Know how to 
identify and discuss 
figurative language 
used in 
poems/plays. 
 

 
 

 

through reading 
with intonation. 

• Know how to adapt 
tone and volume 
when reading to an 
audience. 

• Know how to use 
memory techniques 
to learn 
poems/plays to be 
read from memory. 

• Know how to 
include gestures 
and mimes to 
enhance 
performing 
plays/poems. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
poems. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

• Know how the 
structure and 
presentation 
contributes to the 
meaning. 

• Know how to 
identify, discuss 
and evaluate 
figurative language 
used in 
poems/plays. 

• Know how to 
summarise poems 
and plays. 
 

through reading 
with intonation. 

• Know how to adapt 
tone and volume 
when reading to an 
audience. 

• Know how to use 
memory techniques 
to learn 
poems/plays to be 
read from memory. 

• Know how to 
include gestures 
and mimes to 
enhance 
performing 
plays/poems. 

• Know how to make 
comparisons across 
poems. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

• Know how the 
structure and 
presentation 
contributes to the 
meaning. 

• Know how to 
identify, discuss and 
evaluate figurative 
language used in 
poems/plays. 

• Know how to 
summarise poems 
and plays. 
 

 

understanding 
through reading 
with intonation. 

• Know how to 
adapt tone and 
volume when 
reading to an 
audience. 

• Know how to use 
memory 
techniques to 
learn poems/plays 
to be read from 
memory. 

• Know how to 
include gestures 
and mimes to 
enhance 
performing 
plays/poems. 

• Know how to 
make comparisons 
across poems. 

• Know how to use 
dictionaries and 
thesauri to check 
the meaning of 
words. 

• Know how the 
structure and 
presentation 
contributes to the 
meaning. 

• Know how to 
identify, discuss 
and evaluate 
figurative 
language used in 
poems/plays. 

• What is the title of the 
poem?  

• Who is the speaker in the 
poem?  

• How does this poem make 
you feel?  

• What is the poem about?  



 
 

 

 

 
• Know how to 

summarise poems 
and plays. 
 

 
 

 

  
  
  
  

Range of texts/genres  
  

Age appropriate texts: Reading for themselves key stories, fairy stories, and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently.  

• Stories representing different cultures and faiths(multicultural characters/settings across the world) 

• PSHE links, e.g. difference, friendship (link to PSHE units) 

• World issues such as war, immigration, refugees 

• A variety of picture, written books and films 

• Different timescales (classic perhaps involving archaic language, modern) 

• Different authors/poets (including those of BAME) 

Fiction  Non-Fiction  
Poetry   

(Including stories with repeating 
pattern/traditional rhymes)  

Cross Curricular  

Written books/extended novels 

Holes 
Trash 

Clockwork 
Fireweed 
River Boy 

The Hobbit 
Skellig 

Refugees and Immigration 
 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 
(migration/immigration) 

Illegal by Eoin COlfer, Andrew Donkin and 
Giovanni Rigano 

The Fox Girl and the White Gazelle by 
Victoria Williamson 

The Unforgotten Coat by Frank Cottrell 

Authors/poets 

Robert Swindells 
Malorie Blackman (BAME poet and author) 

Shakespeare 
Shaun Tan 

Charles Dickens 
Philip Pullman 
Elizabeth Laird  

 



The Nowhere Emporium 
The Girl of Ink and Stars 

Eren 
Abomination 
Carrie’s War 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 
The Machine Gunners 

Cloud Busting (Malorie Blackman) 
Hacker (Malorie Blackman) 

Pig Heart Boy (Malorie Blackman) (good 
links to Science) 

ANTIDOTE (MAlorie Blackman) 
Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

Boy 
Orange in no man’s land 

Room 13 
There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom 

 
Classic/Archaic 

The Jungle Book 
The Hobbit 

Tell-Tale Heart 
The Call of the Wild 

The Raven 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Treasure Island 
Anne of Green Gables 

Just So Stories 
Oliver Twist 

A Christmas Carol 
 

Multicultural Books 

The Fastest Boy in the World by 
Elizabeth Laird 

Boy Overboard! By Morris Gleitzman  

Boyce 
A Story Like the Wind 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria 
The Boy at the Back of the Class 

 
Emily Dickinson (classic poet) 

John Agard (classic poet) 



Young, Gifted and Black by Jamia Wilson 
and Andrea Pippins 

 
Picture Books 

 
The Water tower 

The Lizsts 
The Wall 

The Island (migration) 
Small Things 

Can I build another Me 
The Arrival 
Varmints 

Town is by the sea 
Death, Duck and the Tulip     

  
  
 


