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How do you teach children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)? 

At Badock’s Wood (BDW) we provide a graduated response. This means that all children are given 

quality first teaching and learning. Quality First Teaching (QFT) means high quality inclusive teaching 

together with our continuous whole school processes for assessing, planning, implementing, 

tracking, monitoring and reviewing your child’s progress. 

 

• The teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class 

• All teaching builds on what your child already knows, can do and understand 

• Lessons are appropriately differentiated, which means different ways of teaching are in 

place so that your child can access the lesson and is fully involved in their learning. Some 

examples of differentiation are: additional resources to support their learning, opportunities 

for paired work or small group work, different ways of presenting their work 

• Specific strategies (suggested by the SENCo) to support your child to learn 

• On-going assessment within the day-to-day framework of the classroom of your child’s 

progress to identify any gap or gaps in their understanding/learning 

Should a child still struggle to make expected progress, we use a range of evidence-based 

interventions such as Better Reading Partners, A to Z, Nessy, Thrive and Socially Speaking to name a 

few. The intervention will be directly linked to the area the pupil is struggling to make progress in. 

If this intervention/s does not result in an improved performance, either socially or academically, 

then the SENDCO will call for an Individual Support Plan (ISP) to be put into place. This is a meeting 

where parents/carers; the class teacher; the LSA and the SENDCO meet 3 x per year to set SMART 

targets and agree on actions. If these plans have been in place for 4 terms (2 ‘big’ terms) then we 

may seek advice from external agencies to support us. 

 

 

How do we decide if a child 

has SEND? 

The SEND Code of Practice 

defines a child as having SEND 

if they require provision that is: 

“additional to and different 

from,”  

that of their peers. As an 

Academy, we work as a team 

to determine if a child is 

making less than expected 

progress in a particular area of 

learning, including emotional 

development. If this lack of progress is persistent then we use informal and formal observations, 

consult external experts such as Educational Psychologists (EP) or Speech and Language Therapists 



(SALT), have discussions with parents/carers and may refer children to a paediatrician. Any Academy 

colleague or family member can raise concerns about a child with the SENDCO. 

 

How do you make sure children or young people with SEND do well? 

Once a child is identified as having SEND, their parents/carers are invited to 3 ISP meetings, in 

addition to 2 annual parents’ evenings; an annual report and often daily conversations on the 

playground. We believe that support from home is crucial in helping narrow the gap between 

children who have SEND and their peers. 

The class teacher, SENDCO and SLT all carefully monito data to analyse where extra support might 

be needed. If necessary, we will seek advice from external agencies to create personalised plans that 

will be shared with class teachers. These will be regularly assessed and reviewed. 

 

What facilities do you have to support children with SEND? 

At Badock’s Wood we have a number of ‘safe spaces’ in each COVID-19 bubble. These allow children 

with needs to relocate from the classroom if necessary. We also have spaces dedicated to speech 

and language intervention, play therapy and a Pastoral Base. It is here that children might receive 

Thrive sessions or 1:1 mentoring if necessary. Classrooms are neutral colours, light, bright and airy. 

This is to lessen the sensory overload that can happen for children with additional needs. Level or 

ramp access is available to all areas of the academy. Our site is fully wheelchair accessible with wide 

doors and accessible toilet in both buildings. 

 

Do you have staff with specialist training or have ‘experts’ to support the academy? 

We employ our own Play Therapist, Educational Psychologist, Speech and Language Therapist and 

Thrive practitioners at Badock’s Wood. These are based here from twice a month to full time, 

depending on the level of need in the Academy. The SENDCO has undertaken the National SENDCO 

Award and has been practicing for a number of years. All staff are kept up to date with training on 

relevant topics such as autism, speech and language and dyslexia. Where possible, support staff are 

trained in delivering evidence-based interventions. 

We also liaise with: CAMHS for mental health services, the Bristol Autism Team, the School Nurse 

service and the NHS Speech and Language Service. 

 

How do you support children with SEND in transition? 

We work extensively with our pupils with SEND to ensure that transitions from Key Stage to Key 

Stage are as smooth as possible. We will use extra visits to classrooms, create opportunities to spend 

extra time with staff that are unfamiliar to children and use social stories/pupil passports to ensure 

that children are familiar with what awaits them the following year. 

If your child is transitioning to secondary school, we will liaise closely with the SENDCO of their next 

setting. We might also arrange extra transition visits, above and beyond what would normally be 

expected. 



What should I do if I want to complain about the SEND provision my child is receiving? 

We always encourage an open, honest and supportive relationship with our families of children with 

SEND. We would hope that in the first instance, if you were concerned, you would speak with the 

SENDCO. Alternatively, please feel free to contact the Head, or obtain a copy of our complaints 

procedure from the office. 

The arrangements for the admission of disabled pupils 
If your child has a physical disability and you are seeking a place at the academy, please contact 
us to arrange a visit. All room of the academy are accessible by wheelchair and both of our 
buildings have disabled toilets/changing facilities. 
 
Steps we have taken to prevent disabled pupils from being treated less favourably than other 
pupils 
Discrimination and prejudice are covered in assemblies, British Values sessions, PHSE/Jigsaw 
sessions and there is a focus on social, moral and cultural development throughout our 
curriculum. The behaviour and child protection policies also guard  against any discrimination of 
any kind in the academy. 
The facilities you provide to help disabled pupils to access the academy It must also include 
the plan prepared under paragraph 3 of Schedule 10 to the Equality Act 2010 (accessibility 
plan): 
See the website for our accessibility plan. 
Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the academy’s curriculum 
With our fully accessible site, there is no reason why children could not fully participate in the 
curriculum. Should a child need a hoist or a specialist piece of equipment then we would seek 
funding and permission to install this. 
Improving the physical environment of the academy for the purpose of increasing the extent 
to which disabled pupils are able to take advantage of education and benefits, facilities or 
services provided or offered by the academy 
All areas of the academy are fully accessible to all. 
Link to our SEND Policy  
https://badockswoodacademy.e-act.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2020/10/SEND-and-
Learning-Policy-Final-September-2020-002.pdf 
 

 

Who should I contact for more information? 

If you would like any further information regarding SEND within our Academy then please feel free 

to contact the SENDCO: 

Oli Laken – oliver.laken@bdw.-act.org.uk 

Alternatively, please call the school on 01179030050. You can also write to us at Badock’s Wood E-

Act Academy, Doncaster Road, Southmead, Bristol, BS10 5PU. 

You may also find it useful to read our SEND Policy or arrange a visit. 
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