
Afternoon everybody and welcome to the first bulletin of the New Year. I hope you all had a 

really lovely festive period. I hope you had a chance to spend time with families and friends and I 

hope that you had just lots of fun and laughter. I hope that COVID didn't affect your Christmas 

too much. 

•        Uhm, it's been absolutely lovely to have the children back. There's been loads of amazing stories 

that they've told us they've all come back really, really positive and really, really keen term 3 is 

always that term in the school year where we see the biggest kind of improvement we spent two 

years getting the routines in place. I've had so many teachers come back to me this term and say 

that they can't believe how much the children have retained, how excited they are, how ready 

they are to just go on in, really suck up all of that knowledge, really, that we're trying to give 

them in and use it as well. So thank you so much for your support with that. In terms of COVID. 

Obviously, as you have seen in the news at the moment, nothing has changed for us. We're 

continuing to work as we did. We are beginning to reimplement masks around the school for all 

staff in communal areas, so that's a bit of a change, but just, you know, there are a couple of 

cases that have come back from Christmas, but they haven't come into school. They're just 

children that haven't returned from the Christmas period. And you know and have been you 

know, diagnosed with COVID, so we will keep you updated as to any new cases and any cases 

that will affect you. But obviously as at the moment as the isolation period is only if you start to 

show signs and symptoms and you test positive that's there, there's not really an awful lot of 

feedback. So at the moment, but if we get to numbers which start affecting their class and we 

have to change some things within our risk assessment, we will let you know lots of amazing 

things coming up this term. Just to reiterate again though, unfortunately, because of all of the 

COVID measures, we are pausing the reading afternoons which we are absolutely devastated 

about because they were taking off so well. Then we we're loving seeing you in for our 

celebration assembly, but instead this will be online. So if your child is going to get a certificate 

as well next Friday we will start to send you a teams link that you can log on to do and you can 

see it on your phone or on your computer, so hopefully that will mean that you're still engaged 

with us and but obviously not able to come in on site. 

•         After school clubs start on Monday, so keep an eye out for for letters and offers going out today. 

Thank you for all of You know, kind of interest in the clubs we really are looking to try and get 

every child in some sort of club by the end of the year. So if your child hasn't been, please do let 

us know what they would be interested in and we will try and set it up. There's going to be a 

couple of additional sports clubs. There will be an additional football club for year three and four 

boys on a Tuesday run by new organization that we've got in called sporting Chance, so that'll be 

another. Then they'll be doing afternoon activities and then I'll do an after school club. So on the 

Tuesday that would be for year ¾ and on the Thursday they haven't decided what the club 

they're going to do yet, but once we know, we'll let you know so you can sign up for that. I've 

also got the Girls Football Club open for year five and six, but I'm gonna open that up to all year 

three and four this term as well to try and really fill that club up. So if your child is in year three 

and four and wants to join my Girls Football Club on a Thursday, then just send an email in and 

let us know and I can add them to the list for that.  

•        We also have no, there wasn't much interest in it, but we've got an amazing opportunity for 

some of the children to be involved in the school newspaper. We want to start a school 

newspaper where they go round the school. They take pictures, they interview people, and then 

they sell the paper and deliver it to local  houses in the local community. So we really would like 

some people if you're interested in that, please do let us know because it's a great opportunity 



for your children. It's not all about writing, it's about creating some amazing stories. You know, 

creating videos and things like that. 

•        Last couple of things for you to just be aware of over the next week or so we've got parents 

evening on the 18th and the 20th of January, so not next week, but the following week. Obviously 

they're not going to be in person. There will be over teams, so we will send you a link. They'll be 

sign up sheets on the doors of the classrooms. All this all next week from Monday, so if you just 

sign up for a slot and then your class teacher will send you a link to teams so you can log on. And 

if you've got any issues with logging on to teams, please let us know and we can sort out. 

Another solution, we can do, a voice phone call with you at that time.  On Wednesday the 12th 

and it's the year 2's trip to the SS Great Britain, which they're really excited about, is going to kick 

off their topic that they're learning about this, so hopefully they're going to come back really 

enthused and be able to use that within all of the aspects of their learning within the year 2, so 

that'll be really exciting. And also the long awaited opening of our community hub will be 

hopefully happening next week on the 13th. Obviously it's gonna be difficult with COVID to get 

you all in, but we want as many people there we are trying to get a celebrity open it. I'm not 

gonna ruin this surprise and who that is, yeah, but it's a real. It's the first step in US reaching out 

to the community and being able to support you as parents as well. There's lots of different 

courses that we're trying to offer. There's a maths and an English course. We're looking at our 

beauty course. There's still spaces on all those courses. So if you do want to sign up  Uhm, please 

again, let the office know and contact the office and just say that you'd like that. Similarly, they 

were looking to do a parenting course there, so if you're interested in that, again let us know. But 

we're really excited to to open up the hub finally and I'll be doing a weekly slot for a coffee 

morning. So no, no agenda. And then I think I'll just be in there if you wanna talk to me about 

anything. If you want to ask me any questions then you can. I know lots of you talk to me on the 

gate which is great and I really like that. But if any of you feel that they would like a you know 

more of a private discussion with me about anything that's troubling you or any ideas you've got 

come on in on that coffee morning and we will have a chat and I haven't sorted out today yet. I'm 

thinking it's probably going to be a Tuesday, but I will let you know. 

•        Once the Community hub open well, do that in our next newsletter and the other thing to to just 

say is that the launchpad, which is a mental health hub for some of our children who are in most 

need, is opening as well on the 17th. So there's gonna be a couple of new members of staff that 

you'll be seeing around on the Monday and Tuesday, Emma Cassell and Dharani Pillay who have 

both come from St Ursulas. Emma Cassell will be working with us all week at Dharani will be 

working with us from Monday to Wednesday so I'll make sure that we put up an image of it. Both 

of those members, new members of staff so you get to know them but if you have anything 

mental health wise behaviour wise and you can't get hold of Mr Laken, they are two fantastic 

they experienced member of staff that we're very lucky to have as part of the team with us now 

so you can contact them. 

•        The other thing to mention is I I know that we set it up last term but just remind all year six 

parents that their camp payment system on parent pay is up and running now and so you can 

start your payment plans for for camp and hopefully obviously COVID will be sorted out by then 

and we'll be able to go and have a really decent camp 'cause I know that the last couple years 

have been really disrupted by at the presence of COVID, so I'm hoping that goes along OK. 

There's nothing else from me other than just to say thank you. We are wearing masks obviously 

on the gates. 



•        And we'd obviously you know. Try and encourage you to wear masks on school sites. It we're not 

enforcing it, but if we're just encouraging it just to keep everyone protected, 'cause there is quite 

a lot of traffic that comes through the the gateway in the corridor. But that's completely up to 

you, but thank you so much. It's been great to have everyone back. It's been lovely to see 

everybody and hopefully moving forward we are going to have an amazing term, so thank you 

and look forward to seeing you all next week, bye. 

  
 


